
Local Governm ent Electoral (Im plem enting Belcarra) 
and O ther Legislation Am endm ent Bill 2017 SubmissL

Urban
Development 
institute of 
Australia

25 O ctober 2017

GPO Bok2279
A cting  C om m ittee  Secretary Brisbane q id  4o o i

Legal A ffa irs  and C om m un ity  Safety C om m ittee  tevei 12,120 Edward street
’  Brisbane QID 4000

Parliam ent House
George S tree t p

Brisbane Old 4000 e: udaMaaliejniau

AOV 010 007 084
r>w I ^  i‘ A i j  A B N32885106968BY PO ST/EM AIL -  la c s c @ p a r lia m e n t.q ld .g o v .a u

Dear C om m ittee

Local Government Electoral (Implementing Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017

Thank you fo r  th e  inv ita tion  to  make a subm ission on the  Local G overnm ent E lectoral (Im p lem en ting  
Belcarra) and O the r Leg is la tion A m e nd m e n t Bill 2017 (the  Bill).

The Urban D eve lopm ent Ins titu te  o f  Australia  Queensland (the In s titu te ) w elcom es th e  release o f  the  
Crim e and C orrup tion  Com m ission rep o rt in to  com p la in ts  abou t the  conduct o f  som e candidates 
con testing  the  last local gove rnm en t e lection . It is the  Ins titu te 's  v iew  th a t all recom m endations should 
receive th o rou g h  considera tion  and investiga tion .

W hile th e  Ins titu te  supports increased steps to  advance transparency and accountable decision m aking in 
governm ent, the  Ins titu te  has s ign ifican t concerns w ith  the  approach taken . The p rope rty  deve lopm ent 
industry  in Queensland em ploys one in ten  Q ueensland w orkers and m any m ore ind irec tly . For every 
$1 m illion  in tu rn o ve r generated by Queensland's deve lopm ent industry, th ree  d irec t fu ll- t im e  equ iva len t 
jobs  are created and sustained. Im po rtan tly , th e  p rope rty  deve lopm ent industry  provides essential 
housing to  m eet the  needs o f a g row ing  com m un ity .

The Ins titu te  w ou ld  be supportive  o f  a debate on h o w to  ensure ou r po litica l processes m ain ta in  the  
h ighest standards o f  in teg rity , accoun tab ility , and transparency. The present b ill how ever, has been 
prepared w ith  undue haste. We support transparency and advocate fo r  a so lu tion  th a t achieves th is  
w ith o u t d iscrim ina tion .

It is th e  stance o f  th e  Ins titu te  th a t all donations to  po litica l parties should be banned. The Ins titu te  does 
no t support d iscrim ina tion  against a particu la r industry  o r profession. The Bill singles o u t one industry  and 
in do ing  so m aligns th e  repu ta tion  o f  th e  industry . M any en tities , inc lud ing  m in ing , unions, m edical, and 
in fras truc tu re  make financia l co n tr ibu tion s  to  po litica l candidates and parties. To exclude on ly p rope rty  
developers is to  besm irch th e  deve lopm ent industry  as a w hole.

The Bill and proposal does n o t address the  core o f  th e  issue w hich  is to  depo litic ise  the  p lanning process 
and increase th e  transparency o f p lanning and deve lopm ent decisions. The In s titu te  believes th a t fu rth e r 
investiga tion  in to  a lte rna tive  arrangem ents fo r  p lanning decisions is w arran ted . Qne po ten tia l so lu tion
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includes th e  in tro du c tion  o f independen t p lann ing panels. Such p lann ing panels are a lready in place in 
m ost o f A ustra lia , inc lud ing  Mew South Wales, V ictoria , South Austra lia , and W este rn  A ustra lia . The 
Ins titu te  w ou ld  w elcom e the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  discuss th e  poss ib ility  o f  p lann ing  panels o r s im ila r 
m echanism s w ith  th e  C om m ittee  o r  G overnm ent.

In add ition  to  concerns regarding th e  banning o f  po litica l donations fro m  a single industry , th e  Ins titu te  
notes th e  s ign ifican t changes conta ined w ith in  th e  Bill to  m anaging con flic ts  o f  in te res t under th e  Local 
Governm ent A c t 20og and C ity o f Brisbane A c t 2010. W h ile  the  In s titu te  supports add itio na l measures o f 
transparency, the re  is s ign ifican t a dm in is tra tive  w o rk  required by local gove rnm ents  to  prepare fo r  these 
changes. To  ensure th a t no p lann ing and deve lopm en t decisions are delayed by these changes, the  
In s titu te  suggests th a t e ith e r th e  assent date  be early 2018 o r Parts 2 and 4 com m ence on a da te  to  be 
fixed  by p roc lam ation .

The Ins titu te  does n o t consider th is  subm ission as co n fiden tia l and w ou ld  w e lcom e th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
discuss th is  m a tte r fu rth e r, o r  to  p rov ide  any o th e r assistance during  th e  consu lta tion  process, i f  you  have 
any questions re la ting  to  th is  subm ission, please co n ta c t K irs ty  Chessher-Brown |
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