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Dear Si r or Madam. 

"The objectives l?f the Local Government Electoral (implementing Belcarra) and Other 
legislation Amendment Bill 2016as set out in the explanatory notes, are lo: 

1. Reil?force integrity and minimise corruption risk that political donations from 
property developers has potential to cause al both a state and focal government 
level. 

2. Improve transparency and accountability in state and local government level 
3. Strengthen the le[!islath·e requirement.~ that regulate how a councillor must deal 

with a real or perceived conflict of interest or a material personal interest. " 

Based on the objectives as per the Explanatory notes, I wish to submit my support for all the 
3 1 Crime and CotTuption Commission's recommendations as per the tabled report Local 

Government Electoral (Implementing Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 

ln particular, I would like to mention recommendations I. 20, 26. 

Recommendation l of the Belcarra Report is to review the feasibility of introducing 
expenditure caps fo r Queensland local government elections. 

Though I support (a) expenditure caps for candidates, groups of candidates, th ird parties, 

political parties and associated entities 1 do nol support (b) there being a di ffercnt cap for 
incumbents versus new candidates . 

llaving a difference in caps would give an unfair advantage to the party a llowed to have the 

greater cap. 

Recommenda tion 20 of the Belcarra Report states that the Local Government Electora l 
Act , the Local Government Act and the City of Brisbane Act be amended to prohibit 
cancliclates, groups of candidates, third parties, poli tical pa rties, associated entities and 
councillors from receiving gifts from property developers. 
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Section ( 12) ( 4) ( d) and 170 (l) Local Government Act - Mayoral power to direct CEO and 

senior executives. The power for Mayors to direct the CE .. in accordance with policies .. and in 

the other area it does not mention that. Surely this power should be removed or at least 

qual ified. For example, if the power is kept, why not require the CEO or officers Lo maintain 

a register of directives given so Councillors can view the register from time to time. I believe 

this power should be removed from the Local Government Act and all directives be the from 

a resolution of council to improve transparency and trust amongst Councillors and the 

community. 

There are increasingly reports of publ ic perceptions of corruption and or self -interest with all 

levels of government. To prevent, dispel or uncover such acts those \vith the honour of 

representing the community in these positions have to adhere to the highest level of integrity 

and willingly be transparent and accountable in all their duties to their communities. 

The Crime and Corruption Commission (CCC) is the ··watchdog" to ensure due process is 

followed with good governance, and representatives are held accountable. To therefore not 

support all 31 of their recommendations gives merit to the public· s .. perceplions of 

corruption and self interest . . , 

Based on the Bilrs objectives and the reasons fo r them, which is to improve transparency and 

accountability in local government electoral disclosure requirements and conflict of interests 

and to remove any confusion, I suppo11 all recommendations in the Local Government 

Electoral (Implementing Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 and request 

that the Parliamentary Committee endorse these recommended changes and look forward to 

supporting further changes within the Local Government Act. 

0 and senior executives outside the normal Council decision making process has a number of 

issues. Mayors can use this power to pursue personal agendas at times without full 

knowledge of council. The power is mentioned in two areas of the legislation but it is 

inconsistent because in one area it refers to 

Yours sincerely, 

Wendy Boglary 




