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Manus Island 

STATEMENT OF “WITNESS A” 

I, [WITNESS A] of [ADDRESS WITHHELD], resident in Australia, can give evidence as 

follows: 

1. I am a Medical Doctor, formerly employed at an Offshore Processing Centre (the “Manus 

Island OPC”) for some months. Whilst employed at the Manus Island OPC, my duties 

were mainly the supervision of the provision of medical care as provided by other doctors 

employed there, as well as the provision of medical care myself. 

2. My professional experience includes the provision of health care services in maximum-

security prisons in Australia. 

3. On the whole, the conditions of detention at the Manus Island OPC are extremely poor. 

When I first arrived at the Manus Island OPC I was considerably distressed at what I 

saw, and I recall thinking that this must be similar to a concentration camp. 
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4. The detainees at the Manus Island OPC are detained behind razor wire fences, in 

conditions below the standard of Australian maximum-security prison. 

5. My professional opinion is that the minimum medical requirements of the detained 

population were not being met. I have no reason to believe that the conditions of 

detention have improved since I ceased employment at the Manus Island OPC. 

6. The conditions of detention at the Manus Island OPC appeared to be calculated to break 

the spirit of those detained in the Manus Island OPC. On a number of occasions the 

extreme conditions of detention resulted in detainees abandoning their claims for asylum 

and returning to their country of origin. 

7. At the Manus Island OPC, bathroom facilities are rarely cleaned. There was a lot of 

mould, poor ventilation, and the structural integrity of the facilities is concerning. 

8. No soap is provided to detainees for personal hygiene. 

9. When detainees need to use the bathroom, it is standard procedure that they first attend 

at the guards’ station to request toilet paper. Detainees would be required to give an 

indication of how many ‘squares’ they will need. The maximum allowed is six squares of 

toilet paper, which I considered demeaning. 

10. A large number of detainees continue to be in need of urgent medical attention. 

11. Formal requests for medical attention are available to the detainees. The forms are only 

available in English. Many of the detainees do not have a workable understanding of 

English and the guards will not provide assistance. 

12. The medical request forms are collected in a box throughout the week, and then on the 

weekend the box (together with its contents) is disposed of in a waste bin without having 

been reviewed. I witnessed this on a number of occasions, and understood it to be 

common practice. 

13. On some occasions when I was given access to particular detainees to provide medical 

treatment, they told me that they had filled out and submitted more than 15 forms over 

many months but until now had not received treatment. The medical complaints they had 

were serious and in urgent need of attention. 

14. I have personally witnessed a number of instances of trickery and deception on behalf of 

Manus Island OPC guards. Medical treatment is often used as bait for removing 

detainees from their compound where a particular detainee has complained about 

conditions. Once removed, and prior to the provision of any form of acceptable medical 

attention, the relevant detainees are transported to the local prison as a form of 

punishment for agitation. 
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15. I often expressed my concern about the lack of medical treatment provided to the 

detainees. Never were my concerns addressed. 
 

Nauru: 
STATEMENT OF “WITNESS E” 

I, [WITNESS E] of [ADDRESS WITHHELD], resident in Australia, can give evidence as 

follows: 

1. I work for a refugee advocacy organisation. I deal with many refugees who have been 

held at Offshore Processing Centres, including many from the Nauru Offshore 

Processing Centre (the “Nauru OPC”). 

2. At the Nauru OPC, womens’ sanitary pads are considered a fire hazard, and so the 

detainees are forced to ask for them often. 

3. Women seek also to use the sanitary pads as make-shift nappy’s given the high rates of 

bed wetting. 

4. Women are also terrified of going to the toilets at night because of the male guards 

present there. They prefer to wet themselves. 

5. Showers are restricted to extremely short periods at the Nauru OPC. A male guard sits 

outside a plastic sheet, and has control of the water. 

6. Often, the male guard will stop the flow of water while young girls are washing their hair 

and ask the girls to expose themselves in before turning the water back on. This is a 

common complaint amongst former and current detainees. It has not been addressed. 

7. The guards at the Nauru OPC have also on a number of occasions asked to see nude 

children. On at least on occasion a naked child was placed on the guards lap and rubbed 

in a way that I would consider to be inappropriate. 

8. On one occasion a child (on seeing a psychologist) was asked to draw a picture of what 

made him upset. The drawing appeared to be a dark-skinned man with an erect penis. 

9. A number of parents have similar complaints about their children being abused. 

10. Male guards continue to loiter around the toilets, often offering lollies in exchange for the 

young children cleaning the toilets, which are filthy and covered in mould and excrement. 

11. The guards forcibly restrained fathers who protested about their children being asked to 

clean the toilets in exchange for lollies. 

12. On one occasion a 22 year-old girl (who has the physical appearance of a much younger 

child) attended the toilet facilities late at night. A male guard seriously sexually assaulted 

her. The victim feels she cannot report the identity of the guard to authorities as the 
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guard is still working at the Nauru OPC where the remainder of her family is detained, 

and she believes that this will put her family in additional danger. 

STATEMENT OF “WITNESS F” 

I, [WITNESS F] of [ADDRESS WITHHELD], resident in Australia, can give evidence as 

follows: 

1. I am a Medical Doctor, formerly employed at the Christmas Island Refugee Processing 

Centre (“Christmas Island”). Whilst employed at Christmas Island, my duties were 

mainly to determine whether or not a particular refugee was fit to be transferred to the 

Manus Island Offshore Processing Centre or the Nauru Offshore Processing Centre. 

2. I was employed on Christmas Island for an extended period, and was working there 

during July 2013, when boat arrivals were at their peak. 

3. When asylum seekers arrived, they were usually badly sunburned, starving, and 

incontinent of urine and faeces. Often they had vomited on one another. 

4. I was frustrated to see that it was standard procedure to strip these asylum seekers of 

their belongings on arrival. In my view, this policy became unreasonable when it 

extended to removing glasses and hearing aids with no discretion. 

5. Asylum seekers were taken to the “induction shed” immediately on arrival. 

6. There were so many asylum seekers and so little staff, so we were forced to sacrifice the 

quality of our health assessments. 

7. The primary purpose of the health assessments was to ensure the asylum seekers were 

fit enough for detention on Nauru or Manus Island. Our health assessment checklists 

included a box that we could tick if we thought that the person was not fit for detention. 

8. On a number of occasions I recall being instructed verbally to “never tick that box”. 

9. On the electronic medical records, we were restricted to changing information about 

allergies. We were restricted from providing further medical assessment. 

10. At one point when the centre was extremely busy, we were made aware that the 

government wanted to have as many asylum seekers transferred to the Nauru and 

Manus Island OPCs as possible. We were to make an example of the children who were 

fit to travel. 

11. I recall being upset, as were my medically trained colleagues, when I was heard that a 

four year-old boy with cerebral palsy and a young mother with twins were sent to Manus 

Island without medical advice. 

12. These were the first people sent with the intention of demonstrating, for the other recently 

arrived asylum seekers, who would be considered fit for detention. 
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13. On one occasion, a new member of the medical team refused to certify an asylum seeker 

for detention for medical reasons. My understanding is that she was removed from the 

medical certification process, and the asylum seeker was reassessed (positively) and 

sent to the Manus Island OPC or the Nauru OPC. 

14. It is also my understanding that, generally speaking, in the transportation process from 

Christmas Island to Manus Island or Nauru, medical records were usually lost. As a result 

of the loss of medical records, some women received between 18 and 19 separate, 

unnecessary vaccinations. 

15. I know that five pregnant women were given vaccinations that were unsafe for expectant 

mothers. Of these women, I know that four suffered miscarriages. 

16. I know also that a young boy who I considered to be inappropriate for detention on 

Manus Island or Nauru was sent to Manus Island where I understand he was repeatedly 

subject to sexual abuse, including rape. 

 

Article 1. 
  
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2. 
  
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction 
shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country 
or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing 
or under any other limitation of sovereignty. 

Article 3. 
  
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 
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Article 4. 
  
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in 
all their forms. 

Article 5. 
  
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 

Article 6. 
  
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7. 
  
All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of 
the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 8. 
  
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9. 
  
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10. 
  
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and 
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal 
charge against him. 

Article 11. 
  
(1) Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until 
proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees 
necessary for his defence. 
(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which 
did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it 
was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at 
the time the penal offence was committed. 
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Article 12. 
  
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or 
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to 
the protection of the law against such interference or attacks. 

Article 13. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each 
state. 
(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his 
country. 

Article 14. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. 
(2) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-
political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 
(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his 
nationality. 

Article 16. 
  
(1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 
the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, 
during marriage and at its dissolution. 
(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending 
spouses. 
(3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to 
protection by society and the State. 

Article 17. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others. 
(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 18. 
  
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 
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others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 
and observance. 

Article 19. 
  
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

Article 20. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 
(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

Article 21. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through 
freely chosen representatives. 
(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 
(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be 
expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage 
and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

Article 22. 
  
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to 
realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the 
organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights 
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality. 

Article 23. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 
(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work. 
(3) Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for 
himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if 
necessary, by other means of social protection. 
(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests. 

Article 24. 
  
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours 
and periodic holidays with pay. 
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Article 25. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 
himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary 
social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control. 
(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, 
whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection. 

Article 26. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary 
and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and 
professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be 
equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 
(2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and 
shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 
(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their 
children. 

Article 27. 
  
(1) Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy 
the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 
(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from 
any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author. 

Article 28. 
  
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set 
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 

Article 29. 
  
(1) Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 
personality is possible. 
(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such 
limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and 
respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of 
morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society. 
(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 
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Article 30. 
  
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the 
rights and freedoms set forth herein. 

17th April 2016  
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