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We note s 213AD (3) of the Bill enables the school principal to refuse to disclose any 

information about the student if the school principal considers the disclosure is not in the 

best interests of the student.   

 

Under s 213AD (4) if the school principal refuses to disclose information about one or more 

students, the school principal must give the school health program provider notice stating 

how many students have had information withheld for the school health program. 

 

Parents/carers who exempt children from vaccinations do so because they have concerns 

regarding vaccine safety, have a preference for natural immunity, or through apathy.  

Generally, the most common concern of vaccine-hesitant parents/carers is vaccine safety 

(Dempsey et al, 2011; Luthy, Beckstrand & Peterson, 2009; Smith, Chu & Barker, 2004).  One 

of the main safety concerns is that vaccine-hesitant parents/carers believe vaccinations 

overload their child’s immune system, especially when they are infants.  These 

parents/carers express a strong preference for their children to develop natural immunity 

from the various diseases rather than active immunity from vaccinations (Offit, 2011).   

 

Parents/carers who refuse vaccinations during infancy and early childhood may consent to 

vaccination after the child reaches school age.  Unfortunately, children whose vaccinations 

are perpetually delayed or refused present a health risk to other children at school (Salmon 

et al., 2005).  Some parents/carers with vaccination safety concerns may also express a 

strong distrust of the government and vaccine manufacturers and by extension a distrust of 

conventional preventative medicine (Offit, 2011; Salmon et al., 2005). 

 

In a recent US study of parents who refused to give their child at least one vaccination, Luthy 

et al. (2012) found that there were several reasons for their decision.  The most frequent 

response was that vaccinations conflicted with their philosophical beliefs. Parents/carers 

also cited concern about overloading or weakening their children’s immune system, they 

had ‘heard’ vaccines could cause disorders such as autism, the vaccine caused the illness it 

was supposed to prevent and the possibility of a recurrence of an adverse reaction similar to 

that of a previous vaccination.  Many parents/carers reported they were requesting an 

exemption from only one vaccine with hepatitis A and B the most prevalent of these.  The 

most common reason given for seeking exemption was not believing in the efficacy of the 

vaccine. 

 

The QNU supports school immunisation and dental health programs.  We also recognise 

that parental/carer reminders for whatever reason may fail to provide the necessary 

documentation authorising vaccination or oral health treatment.  Parents/carers who 

choose not to include their children in these programs should be made aware that although 

it their right not to participate, there are potential risks to them and the community when 

vaccination does not occur.   
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For these reasons we give support to the proposed changes in part 4 of the Bill. 
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