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29 January 2016 

The Research Director 

Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee 

Parliament House 

Brisbane  QLD  4000 

By email: lacsc@parliament.qld.gov.au 

Dear Committee, 

Criminal Law (Domestic Violence) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2015 

The Queensland Association of Independent Legal Services Inc (QAILS) welcomes 

the Criminal Law (Domestic Violence) Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2015 (the Bill), which 

implements recommendations of the Not Now, Not Ever report, and improves the 

legal response to particular acts committed by perpetrators of domestic and family 

violence. 

QAILS is the peak body representing Queensland’s community legal centres. Our 34 

member organisations have almost 40 years of service delivery experience providing 

free information, advice and referral, casework and representation to the community. 

Queensland’s community legal centres have seen a dramatic increase in demand for 

legal help in the area of family violence. In 2015, QAILS members provided 27% 

more family violence legal advice than they did in the previous year, and providing 

ongoing representation to 56% more clients than they did in the previous year.  

This experience provides our members with practical insights into the operation of 

the legal system, and its impacts on people experiencing violence. QAILS endorses 

Women’s Legal Service’s submission on the Bill (attached), which recommends: 
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1. developing an offence in relation to non-fatal choking, suffocation or

strangulation;

2. making this a generic offence (rather than a specific offence);

3. if recommendation 2 is not accepted and a domestic violence specific offence

is adopted, removing the words "domestic setting" from proposed section

315A;

4. supporting the introduction of this new offence with comprehensive training for

police and the development of appropriate protocols;

5. making domestic violence an aggravating factor in sentencing; and

6. ongoing monitoring of any legislative changes.

Please refer to Women’s Legal Service’s submission for more information, 

supporting these recommendations. 

You can contact me on  to discuss this issue 

further. 

Yours sincerely, 

James Farrell OAM 

QAILS Director 
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