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Submission to Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee, Qld Parliament 
regarding Making Queensland Safer Bill 2024 

 
Anti-Poverty Week submits that changes to legislation through the Making Queensland 
Safer Bill 2024 will not make communities safer. The changes do not address the causes 
of youth offending but rather, embed children in criminal justice management and put 
them on the conveyor belt into adult prison. 
 
We would encourage the Queensland Government to instead provide pathways for 
children to flourish and not to be caught in that vicious cycle.  
 
Children detained in the youth justice system come from the poorest and most 
disadvantaged communities where there is grossly unequal access to resources 
including to education, training and employment. These places are significantly more 
likely to be First Nations’ communities (AIHW 2024). 
 
Most of these children have experienced early abuse, violence and trauma, systemic 
racism and discrimination. They are likely to have unsupported mental and cognitive 
disability, be in out of home care, have early police contact (usually as a victim), early 
alcohol and other drug use, experience homelessness and have very poor education 
(AIHW 2024; McCausland and Baldry 2023). Poverty is a fundamental structural driver 
of children’s offending.  
 
The response should be to prevent these children accumulating these negative 
predictors in their lives, not wait until they are caught in the criminal web. Allen, Homel 
et al’s (2024) work shows how youth offending can be reduced dramatically in highly 
disadvantaged communities in Queensland, with early prevention programs in pre-
school. SureStart hubs in the UK show very good long term educational outcomes for 
the poorest children given early education and family support and these reduce contact 
with criminal justice (IFS 2024). 
 
There is no evidence that using adult criminal legal processes for children improves 
outcomes, rather the opposite. Belgium, Portugal and Nordic countries that have the 
lowest youth offending and the highest positive outcomes for children also have strong 
children’s rights, welfare, health, education and service supports from very early in life 
and adhere to 14 or 15 as the age of criminal responsibility. 
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Queensland already has tough youth justice laws and yet this has not addressed youth 
justice issues or led to improved outcomes for children and young people in contact 
with the youth justice system. 
 
We urge the Queensland Government to not pass the Making Queensland Safer Bill 
2024 and instead address the issues of poverty and disadvantage and other causes of 
youth offending. 
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