
• 

Acting Committee 5ecrelary 
Innovating, TouriSm Delelo!>ment and Environment Committee 
PMiament House 
George Street, Brisbane Qld 4000 

15 March 2019 

Dear Acting Committee secretary, 

I believe the environment; nature iS veiy Important and caring t0< It should be part of our everyday rives, not 
something that is dietated by go.emment legislation and ~ penalties. 

As a primary producer our land Is our biggeSt asset, therefore its health Is a primary concern. Erosion and 
sediment runotr Is a priority because losing your SOii ultimately means decline In pasture thus a decline in our 
productMty and animal health. It Is vilal as part of our business that we care for our soil flrst. 

l SIJ'Ongly disagree that agr1aJJtural P<adlCeS of Regional Queensland (The Bill ecplanatory notes dearly states 
lllls Is a BiD f0< regional Queensland) are re51J0115ible for the health (declining, Changing 0< expanding) of the 
Great Barrier Reef. Fanners have always been Innovative in their approach to rarming po ac:tites and continue to 
Improve. The llfOllOsed legislation, l believe will hamper tl1eSe etfO<ts and ra«:e tanners to paur valuable time 
and resources Into more paper work, licensing, applications, etc. All taking ~me out of tile paddock actuaRy 
achieving goals. 

l do not agree that a great majority of sediment rrom Regional Queensland during and after a flood event finds 
its way Into the ocean. l have seen where floOdlng haS occunred that as the water drops and recedes, a large 
amount~ sediment is lelt llel1ind on surround!~ padOOcks wl1efe tile water level reached. Other sediment iS 
caught by dams and weirs befe<e reaching the ocean. The practice of deSiltlng a dam is necessary because of 
the sedimeflt caught by them. Runotr from Regional Queensland has a tar 1eSser Chance of reaOilng the ocean 
than that of the Immediate coastal area. 

There appears to be no focus on the ever Increasing de>etopment along the coast and urbaniSation. These areas 
create mass l\lnotr because of bulk hard surfaces. Storm water is free to now Into the ocean without land to 
now over 0< weirs and dams to catch sediment. This water canies with It pollutants from a COOO!ntration of 
peoille, activitieS and lnoustnalisation or the coastal fringes. What haS been done to capture the fertilizers and 
pestid<les that are paured onto urban lawns, parl<S and gardens? These green areas in the urban areas are 
aesthetically pleasing, but provide no benefit to Queenslands' •economy. Fanners continually contribute to the 
economy while constantly being aware ot the Importance ot maintaining healthy SOiis and limiting rundf from 
their farms . 

Science has said dlmate is the majOr factor affecting the reef. Imposing me<e l\lles and pU\ting In place me<e 
hOpS f0< farmers to jump is not going to change the weather 0< flood events. l fall to see how further legislating 
QueenSland's regional rarmers is going to contribute to saving tile reef. t believe this new proposed legiSlation is 
a POiiticai move to appease the gklbal governments and commitments made to the Paris Al}reernent to reduce 
greenhaus:e gas emissions as it is believed targets will not be met by 2025. It is all atioot meeting ta'1jelS rather 
than productivity and saving the reef and Regional Queensland Is being tal'Qeted again. 

In my opinlon; ir you are losing water and you spend time diggl.-.g up the exiSling p;pe11ne and replacing it with a 
new one, but tile mnk has a l'loje In It, the problem Is not f0<ed. Because you did not correctly investigate, 
assess and implement the right procedures to fix the water leak, you have wasted and IOSt time, money, 
resou~ .and essentially your livestock and you did not achieve your goal. 

This, t believe analogllses this legislation. 

Be sure your science is correct by usrng Independent authorities or agents to verily Sdentlflc evidence. Identify 
and Investigate all areas lnctudlng urban l\lnolf, sea vessel movements and coltiSions with the reef, port actMtles 
lnduding dredging and Where the Sludge is dumped, the release of water from mining ciperations to name a few. 

ls the reef really in danger 0< Is it part d an ever changing life cycle within nature? 
Foals etrorts and resources on real ways to fix real prOblerns. 

Yours~~ , 

~~uth J 
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