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(~afCP~)-t OL,.Yju;f 
Merrram-Webster 

~ 

dairy cattle 

Definition of dairy cattle 

: cattle k_:pt for milk productmn 

beef cattle 

Definition of beef cattle 

: c~ttle developed primjrily for the efficient productio.n of meat and marked by capacity for 
rapid growth, heavy we I-fleshed body. and stocky build 

beef cattle in British 

(bi·f k<eto!J 
noun 
agriculture 
the ~attle raised for i:ieat 
Collins English Dict1ona'ry. Copyright t HarperCollins Publishers 

dairy cow in British 

( dcon kau) 
noun 

a cow which is ~ed tO . .£rodu~ 
Collins English Dictionary. Copyright <' HarperCollins Publishers 

Wikipedia 

Dairy cattle (also called dairy cows) are 9llk cows bred for the ability to produce large 
quantities of milk. from which dairy prnducts are made. Dairy cows generally are of the 
~s fl_os taunis. ' 

1.200 lb). According to North Dakota State University. the fat content of the' Jersey cow's 
milk is 4.9 percent. It is also the highest in protein. at 3.8 percent.l'"· This high fat content 
means the milk is often used for making ice cream and cheeses. According to the American 
Jersey Cattle Association. Jerseys are found on 20 percent of all l'S dauy farms and are the 
primary breed in about 4 percent of dairies. ·-·~ ··""'"" 

Amongst the Bos indirns. the most popular dairy breed in the world is Sahiwal of the Indian 
subcontinent. It does not give as much milk as the Taurine breeds. but it is by far the most 
suitable breed for warmer climates. Australian Friesian Sahiwal and Australian Milking Zebu 
have been developed in Australia using Sahiwal genetics. Gir, another of the Bos indicus 
breeds. has been improved in Brazil for its milk production and is widely used there for dairy. 

List of dairy cattle breeds 
From W1k1pecha. the free encydopecha 
Jump to navigationJump 10 search 
This list is i11co11!Jli.f.J.g:; vou can help bv t>xva11di11g it. 

Dairy cattle are those primarily raised for their milk as part of dairy fanning. 

Breed 

Ayrshire cattle 

fuownSwi§.§ 

Busa cattle 

Canadienne cattle 

~Shorthorn 

Dexter cattle 

Guernsey cattle 

tfgl_~in-Friesian 

cattle 

lllawarra cattle 

Irish MoH~Q 

Jersey Catt.!~ 

Lakenvelder can!e 

American Milking 
D~von 

~lkin_g__Shorthorn 

Country of 
Origin 

Scotland 

Switzerland 

Croatia 

Canada 

England 

Ireland 

Guerl}gy 

Netherlands 

Austrnlia 

Ireland 

krm' 

Netherlands 

America 

fuit~m 

Output per 
Day~ 

Gallons Litres 

19 

JO 

l.8 

2.7 10.4 

7.6 29 

7.5 

19 

L'p 10 14 ;r to 

7.5 

7.5 

19 

L'p to 5 
l'p to 
18 

2J 

12 

Other 

Can be used for foraging 

Second largest amount of milk 
produced of any dairy cattle breed. 

Very rare breed. 

Also called the milking shorthorn. 

Very small in size. Used in domestic 
fanns. 

One of the channel islands cattle. 

Known for producing the most 
amount of milk of any cattle 

Rare breed and can be dual purpose. 
meat and milk. 

Has a very high content of butterfat 
in the milk. 

Originally bred from the North 
Devon_gtt_k 

Historically. there was little distinction between dairy cattle and beef cattle. wnh the same 
stock often being used for both meat and milk production. Today. the bovine industry is more 
specialized and most dairy cattle have been bred to produce large volumes of milk 

Breedsleditl 

See also: Ust o(dairv cattle breeds 

According to the Purebred Dairy Cattle Association. PDCA, there are 7 major dairy breeds in 
the L:nited States. These are: Holstein. Brown Swiss. Guernsey, A. wshire, ,!m. Red and 
White. and \1ilkinn ShQrthQ...fD. ' 1 

Holstein cows either have distinct white and black markings, or distinct red and white 
markings. Holstein cows are the biggest of all L'.S. dairy breeds. A full mature Holstein cow 
usually weighs around 700 kilograms ( l.500 lb) and is 147 centimetres (58 in) tall at the 
shoulder. They are known for their outstanding milk production among the main breeds of 
dairy cattle. An average Holstein cow produces around 10.000 kilO.!:,'Tams (13,000 lb) of milk 
each lactation. Of the 9 million dairy cows in the L.S .. approximately 90°10 of them are of the 
Holstein descent. '' The top breed of dairy cow within Canada's national herd category is 
Holstein. taking up 93°·0 of the dairy cow population. have a production rate of 10,257 
kilograms (22,613 lb) of milk per cow that contains 3.9"io butter fat and 3.2% protein• 

Brown Swiss cows are widely accepted as the oldest dairy cattle breed. originally coming 
from a part of northeastem Switzerland. Some experts think that the modern Brown Swiss 
skeleton is similar to one found that looks to be from around the year 4000 BC Also. there is 
evidence that monks started breeding these cows about lOOO years ago. l' 

The Ayrshire breed first originated in the County of Ayr in Scotland. It became regarded as a 
well established breed in 1812. The different breeds that were crossed to fonn the Ayrshire 
are not exactly known. However. there is evidence that several breeds were crossed with the 
native cattle to create the breedY' 

Guernsey cows originated just off the coast of France on the small Isle of Guernsey. The 
breed was first known as a separate breed around l 700. Guernseys are known for their ability 
to produce very high quality milk from grass. Also. the term "Golden Guernsey" is very 
common as Guernsey cattle produce rich, yellow milk rather than the standard white milk 
other cow breeds produce.·· 

The Jersey breed of dairy cow originated on a small island located off the coast of France 
called Jersey. ''' 1 Despite being one of the oldest breeds of dairy cattle they now only occupy 
4% of the Canadian National Herd.1·:; Purebred Jersey cows. according to available data. have 
been in the L'K area since about the year 1741. When they were first bred in this area. they 
were not known as Jerseys, but rather as the related Alderneys. The period between l860 and 
around 1914 was a popular time for Jerseys. In this time span. many countries other than the 
L'nited States started importing this breed. including Canada. South Africa. and New Zealand. 
among others. 

Among the smallest of the dairy breeds. the average Jersey cow matures at approximately 
410 kilo&•rams (900 lb). with a typical weight range between 360 and 540 kilograms (800-

Country of 
Output per 

Breed Day~ Other 
Origin 

Gallons Litres 

Montbeliarde France 21 

Nonnande France 18 

Norwegian Red Nonvav 18 

Red Poll England 15 
A cross of Norfolk Red and Suffolk 
Dun 

Beef cattle are cattle raised for meat production (as distinguished from dairy ca!.!k. used for 
milk production). The meat of mature or almost mature cattle is mostly known as bee( In 
beef production there are three main stages: cow-calf operations, backgrounding. and feed lot 
operations. The production cycle of the animals start at cow-calf operations: this operation is 
designed specifically to breed cows for their offspring. From here the calves are 
backgrounded for a feedlot. Animals grown specifically for the feedlot are known as feeder 
ca!tle, the goal of these animals is fattening. Animals not grown for a feed lot are typically 
female and are commonly known as replacement heifers. While the principal use of beef 
cattle is meat production. other uses include leathet_:. and beef by-products used in~. 
shamooo. cosmetics. insulin and inhaler~. 

Beef cattle breeds( edit( 

This list is incomplete; vou can help b.v exoonding it. 

Breed Location of Origin 

Afrikaner cattle South Africa 

Aberdeen A11ous Scotland 

Australian 
Australia 

Bra ford 

Australian 
Australia 

Branuus 

Aust.-alian 
Austr<!lla 

Charbray 

Barzona Arizon~ 

Description 

A tropically adapted Bos taurus breed. developed 
from crosses between Herefords and ~horthorns. 

Afrikaners are usually deep red or black with long 
spreading horns. They have the small cervico
thoracic hump typical of Sanga cattle. 

Pure black. sometimes with white at udder. Polled. 
Hardy and thrifty 

Developed for resistance to ticks and for heat 
tolerance by crossing ~.r.a,hm~m and }-lerefords. 

Polled breed developed by crossing Anbrus and 
Brahman 

Developed by crossing Charolais and Brahman and 
selected for resistance to heat. !:!!!_m1d1!_y. ~~ 
anddisea~. 

Developed in the high desert. inter-mountain 
region of Arizona 
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Hybrid between a cow and an American bison 

Developed by breeding the Bralunan. Shorthorn. 
and Her~. 

Belted GallOl\'a\ Scotland 
Black with wh ite band around middle. stocky. 
fairly long hair. polled. Very hardy and thrifty 

Grey roan. or white with b'Tey on head. Extremely 
muscular !double muscled). Fast-growing ifwell
fetl. 

Belmont Red Austr<!_I_@ 
A composite breed using &_fij~@ik'r (African 
~) and t!t:reforQ-filJ..Qrthom 

Belted Gallow3y Scotl;:t_'1Q 

A heritage breed otiginating from Galloway cattle 
that o rig;inated from Galloway on tht: west side of 
southern Scotland and is adapted to living on the 
poor upland pastures and windswept moorlands of 
the region. It is nicknamed "Oreo Cow" because of 
the broad white belt that completely encircles its 
body. 

Black Hereford Great Britam 

Black body. white head. A crossbreed produced by 
crossing a Hereford bull with tfQJ~1ein or Friesian 
cows: used to obtain beef offspring from dairy 
cows. Not maintained as a separate breed, although 
females may be used for further breeding with 
other beef bulls. 

Blonde 
d'Aguilaine 

~ 

Boran 

Brahman 

BnUl"U> 

British White 

Caracu 

~ 

Chianina 

Corriente 

Crioulo 
Laoeano 

Aquitaine regi1Jn of 
south-west France 

South Africa 

Eastem &fug 

India 

United States 

Great Britain 

Brazil 

Charolais Franc~ 

!IBJy 

Mexico 

Iberian PenJ.Dsula 

Australia 

Pale brown. paler round eyes and nose. Muscular. 
Fast-growing if well-fed. 

Developed from 10116 Afrikaner. 3/ 16 Hereford 
and 31I6 Shorthorn animals. 

Usually white, with the bulls being darker 
(sometimes almost black}. 

Large. pendulous ears and dewlaps. hump over the 
shoulders 

Developed by crossing Angus and Brahman 

White body. with black (or sometimes red) ears, 
nose and feet:~ (hornless) . Hardy and thrifty. 

Wholly white or cream. lyre-shaped pale horns. or 
polled. Fast-growing if well-fed . 

Dual purpose. originally large draft breed. later 
selected for beef. 

Hardy. small. athletic. criollo-type. descended from 
Iberian cat! le. Used in rodeo sports. noted for kan 
meat . Short horns. various colors. often spotted . 
Also called Criollo or Chinampo 

400-year-old longhorn breed with around 700 
individuals that live close to the plateau of ~s. 
Santa Catarina. Brazil. 

Developed by selectively breeding small MW 
cattle. 

~e )~~do~u=din, Rough coat. red-b~own: polled. Bred by crossing T d . h 
1 

g Beef Shorthorn with Highland. Very hardy and 

~eab~i~: ~:ot~~~- thrifty. 

East Java. Indonesia Small body. short legs. reddish yellow hair. 

A!.W-M region in West Red-and-white pied, polled. fast !,'l'Owing ifwell-
Maine-Anjou France fed. 

Mocho Nacional Brazil Polled 

Murray Grey 

North Devon 

South Eastem 
Grey or silver polled cattle developed from a roan 
Shorthorn cow and an Angus bull. Easy-care 
versatile cattle that have been exponed to many 
oountnes. 

Expo11ed to Brazil. where it has become a 
dominant breed. 

Extremely hardy breed developed by Nguni tribes 
for harsh African conditions. Originally derived 
from the African Sanga Cattle. although quite 
distinct. Three subgroups are recob'Ttised, 
Makhatini. Swazi and Pedi. 

Devon. Cornw.fil! and 
Somerset: the West 
C!H!lili:Y in the south· Ruby-red. white tail switch. white horns. 

west of England 

s.~otland 

f.!ast Anglia in 
f.ru;.land 

Bred bolh for beef and dairy production: double 
muscled. White colored and possessing ffiY.Q~Jatin 
genes. 

Landrace heritage endangered breed, lean. small. 
adapted to climate of the deep south. disease
resistant. Short horns. various colors, often spotted 

A breed of canle indigenous to the Pinz Valley. 
near Salzburg. Austria. Reared and used as dairy 
cattle in Europe although they are well adapted to 
drier landscapes of there USA. Australia and 
Southern Africa where they are kept for beef 
production or dual pmµ::ises. Solid red with very 
distinctive white blaze from wither, down to tail tip 
and underside. 

Colour variety of 6-._Q.g!:lli: so lid red. Polled. 

Red with white switch. QQ!l~Q (hornless ). dual 
purpose. 

Red Sindhi ca ttle are the most popular of all ZebtJ 
dairy breeds. In Pakistal]. they are kept for beef 
production or dairy fanning. 

-

Very small . black or dun. dark horns. Sometimes 
Southwest of ~land has a dwarfing gene leading 10 very short legs. 

Hardy and thrifty 

Oroughtmaster Australia 
Developed by crossing Brahman caltle with taurine 
breeds, especially Beef Shorthorn. Tolerant of heat 
and ticks. 

E:nofish 
Lonohorn 

Midlands of England 

Florida Cracker Florida, L'SA 
cattle - -

Gascon cattle 

Gelbvieh 

Han-u 

Hfrcns 

Hereford 

Hi uh land 

Galloway region of 
Scotland 

French Pvrenees 

Genn311y 

Korea 

Switzerland 

Herefordshire 

~~ 

Scotland. 

Hun.,arian Grey Hunga1y 

Japanese 
Shorthorn 

Central Jav~. 
Indonesia 

Red or brindle. with white back and belly. Very 
long cyli ndrical homs usually spreading sideways 
or downwards. often curving and even eventually 
making a circle. Medium size, hardy. 

Red pied or so lid red, polled or horned. Sturdy 
dual-purpose for beef and dairy . Fo1merly triple 
purpose of beef. dairy and draught. Fas1 b't'Owing if 
well-fed 

Small, criollo-type descended from cattle brough! 
to the Southern U.S. by the Spanish Conquistadors. 
Adapted to subtropical climate. parasite-resistant. 
Endangered breed 

Black. stocky. fairly long hair. polled. Very hardy 
and thrifty. 

Grey. hardy. maternal breed. Good growth and 
confonnation of calves. Suitable for all farming 
systems, bred pure or crossed with a terminal sire 

Red. strong skin pi'"'rtnentation. polled. Superior 
fertility. calving ease. molhering abili1y. and 
growth rate of calves.~~·. 

Red. white head. white finching on neck. and white 
switch. 

Small. stocky: black. red. dun or white. Very long 
coat and very Jong pale horns. upswept in cows and 
steers. Very hardy and thrifty. 

Robust. easy-calving and long-lived. Homs long. 
curved and directed upward. Slender and tall. Wei! 
adapled to extensive pasture systems. 

Red with white back and belly. or white with red 
ears, nose and feet. Polled. Hardy and thrifty. 

Colors varied from lighl brown 10 dark brown with 
a black stripe spans from back to tail. 

A breed of small beef cattle. 

Limousin and Marche Mid-brown. paler round eyes and nose. Fast
regions of fuw growing if well-fed. 

England 

co -F 

Bred primaril y for beef production: ofien used as 
draught beasts in rhe past. While or '"'Yiey with black 
pigmented skin and upward curving horns. 

Romosinuano Colombia 

Red. Hardy. easy calving. 

Santa Gertrudis Southern Texas Developed by crossing red Shorthorn and Brahma 

Western Switzerland Yellowish-brown. while head. Fasl-b'TOwing if 
well~fed. Dual purpose {beef, dairy & draught) . 

Shorthorn/Beef Nonhern England Red, red with white back and belly. or white. 
Shorthorn 

Square Meater ~=th Wal~. Small. grey or silver. polled: simi lar to Murray 
Grey. 

Rich chestnut red with white tail switch and white 
Sflulh-~l:St ~ horns. Also used for draught until the early 20th 

century. Hardy and thrifty 

Tabapuan Brazil 

Texas Longhorn Texas 

\\.a!.!Vfl )~ 

Welsh Black Wa!es 

Black Wagyu bred for intemaciona\\y renowned 
beefs such as Kobe and Matsuzaka. 

Various colours. with very long. tapering. upswept 
horns ~ extending as much as 80 inches (2.0 m) lip 
to tip. Very hardy in dry climates. Light muscled. 
so bulls often used for first-calf heifers. 

Black. homed. and noted for heavy marbling 
(intramuscular fat deposition). 

Black. white upswept horns wilh black tips. Hardy. 

White, with black (or sometimes red) ears, nose 
Great Britain. Ireland and feet~ white horns with dark tips. Hardy and 

thrifty 

Hybrid between a cow and a winsent. 
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