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SUBMISSION 

TENDERER 

.'Afan PJii[ip :M.Jl y 

1vy [afira (iro-ve 

:M.i{{merran .. 4357 

.'Age 64 years 
1Jisa6ifity Pensioner 

Lengtfi if resiaence at tfiis atfaress 12 years 

OVERVIEW OF REFERENCE AREA 
WYLAHRA GROVE 

RECEIVED 
0 2 NOV 2005 

IMPACT OF PETROL PRICING 
SELECT COMMITTEE 

'Wy[afira <jro-ve commences at tfie Sporting Sfiooters .'Association of 
.'A.ustra{ia Captains :Mountain comp{ex approximatefy twenty 
tfiree £i[ometres from tfie townsfiip of :M.i[{merran ana straaa[es 

tfie <gore :J{igfiway for a fitt{e over ten £i[ometres towaras 
<goonaiwinai. 

1vitfiin tliis area is founa 530 x 8 fiectare ( 20 acres) bfoc£s 
surrounaea by numerous [arger bfocR.s ranging from 250 Fiectares 

to farge commercia[ farming bfoc& of se-vera{ tfiousantf 
liectares. 

'T'fiis mass represents ayyroximate{y 25% of a{{ ratea6{e bfocis of 
tfie :M.iffmerran Sfiire 

'T'lie on{y yu6fic amenities permittea 6y Counci{ witfiin tfiis area is a 
yufJfic fia{[, buift by tfie resid"ents uti[ising a grant from tfie 

fjaming :M.acliine (Jupiter's Casino} yuna and' two 'R.ura{ yire 
'.Brigaae sfieas of wfiicli on{y one is fuf{y equi_pyea. 

'Iii.ere Fiave been two pu6fic bores createa by CounciC. 
'Botfi bores are non potab{e ana {abeffea 
" 1AI,-.r· £"i-1f,1hlr1 f;•-r t; _ _,1m·-- -1.n 1•-1--nr--u-m ___ -v.f1~''1t ,, 
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RESIDENTS and EMPLOYMENT 

T'fie residents of 11fy[afira {;;rove fo{{ow tfie usua{ yattern of 
remote_rura[ residentia{ awe[[ers. 'lvfien first re[easetf a [ot of 

resUfents came fiere in ortfer to "tfisappear"for some reason or otfier. 
:J{owever, tfiose tfays Fi.ave aff 6ut gone ana tfie area fias 

witnessea tfie inj[ux of fiigfify respecta6[e awe[[ers 
constructing liouses_tfiat are tfie equivafent of any founa in any 

su6ur6an street. 
Lilie aff resiaentia[ areas toaay tfie resiaents faff into rougfify 

four socio-economic grouys:-
1. 1{ura{ workers empfoyetf, eitlier ju[[ time or on part time 

manua[ piece worli sucfi as cotton cfiipping~or 
2. -:Retirees anti pensioners, as we[[ as, 

3. 11nempfoyea persons on Centrefinli 6enefits ana fina{{y. 
4 . .J\ minute num6er are self emp{oyetl, growing ofives etc. 

Irrespective of wliicli group resUfents faff into, it must 6e 
reafisea tliat tfie most afffuent must be tlie worliing peop{e, 
fiowever rura[ wages 6eing wfiat tfiey are, ana tfie arougfit 

affecting tlie num6er of category 4, it is recognised" tfiat 
aff witliin tfie area are fi-ving in penury compared" to tfie 

remuneration, costs anti amenities enjoyea by city awe{[ers. 

1ve do fiave tfie :Mi{{merran 'Power Station tfiat fias been 6uift 
witliin tfie district 6ut empfoyment opportunities are fimited" 

anti most{y very specia{ised". 

'lve fiave a scfioo{ 6us tfiat talies stutfents to :M.i[{merran for 
'Primary Scfioo{ or to 'Pittswortfi for :Jfigli Sclioof. 

Tfie resitfents of tfie area Fi.ave on{y one Jue{ out{et apart from 
:Mi{{merran townsfiip, and tfiat is tfie 'B.'P. 1{oaafiouse at 

Captains :Mountain 

1 Fi.ave carrietf out Jue[ cost comparisons in order to aemonstrate 
wfiat tfie resid"ents of tlie area Ii.ave to contend: witfi:-

ULP. 
ULTIMATE 98 
DIESEL 

Matilda/ Warwick Drayton/Toowoomba Captains Mountain 
116 CENTS 115.7 CENTS 122.9 CENTS 
122 CENTS NON AVAILABLE 133.9 CENTS 
124 CENTS 124.7 CENTS 125.9 CENTS 

'Prices verified 13tli Octo6er 2005 



PROLOGUE 

J an1 tendering tfiis submission not so rnucfi as an indtviduaf frut 
on beliaf( of tfie residents of tliis area. I fiave observe£ tfie Jue[ 
and associated yrodu.cts ( L'P(j gas etc.) u.rr.yreceaentea cost 
increase create probfems and" aange.rs aniong a vu{nera6fe 
society tliat fias no recourse to succour. 

I qua{~fy myse{ffar tentfering tfiis submission on Gefiaf[ of 
tlie gc'.nera{ area on tfie 6a.ds of rny many years of community 
service in every organisation tfiat Fi.as existedfor the promotion 
and' betterment of tfie area and' its residents. 

1 sfia[{ refer to your terms of reference indivUiuaffy in tfie 
cfironofogica[ orcfer given witfiin your brocfiure . 

.:After aaaressing tliese terms of reference I sfia[{ conc{utfe this 
submission 6y p{acing 6efore you areas of concern tfiat !fee[ is 
not addressed· fJy of your pane(, indeed I fiave tfie feefing tliat 
tfie rnentbers of tfiis panel 6eing mainfy city or {arge town 
d1.veffers, are unaware tfia.t tlie profJfem exists. 

Jn co·nc{u.sion to tfiis section ·may I tentier a lioye tfi.at tliis 
submission is acce_ptecl in tne same ~pirit tfiat it is comyi{et{, 
in tfi.e expectancy of so{ution oriented' co-operation. 
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Term of reference 1 

:r:J!z :EXT:E~V:L:ro ,}V:JILC.7[ CV :R:B$NT:PET:RO£ :PEJC:ES 
INC:R:E.JlS:E T.Jf:E CO.:M:P:EVT.!YY NITS O;EY1£TE$..2VYITfr..r 

.,rvussvc.71 .as .:E Io. 
One of tfie concerns commonfy expressed is tfie suita6ifity of 
'Etfianof to yower ana not fiarm o{aer engines. 'Witliin tliis area 
tliere are a farge number of o{der, carefuffy tended veliic{es 
tfri-ven 6y peopfe wfio reafise tlie imyossi6ifity of afforaing a new 
vefiic{e on tfie [eve[ of income or yension tfiey are recei-ving . 

.J\. severe 6fow was deaft to tfiese peoy[e 6y tlie witliarawa[ of 
Leaa 'Kep[acement Petro[ from service stations fea-ving tfiem wit Ii 
engines tliat require tfie liiglier octane Premium or 'Uftra Jue[ 
at a 'mucfi liiglier cost ( p[ease refer to Jue[ cost co"":.parison in 
earfier section) anti tliis cost is furtfier exacerbated 6y fia-ving 
to yurcfiase a specia{ adaitive to prevent va{ve 6urnout . 

.J\.n advertising campaign is being waged at present assuring 
motorists tliat tlieir new car warranty wiff not 6e affected 6y tfie 
usage of 'E10 fuefs" but tfiis is tlie yrob[em" a[[ empfiasis is on 
new cars 

.Jln unknown factor tfiat needs addressing urgentfy is a 
campaign aa-vertising as to wliicli vefiic[es wi[[ be fiarmed 6y 
'Etfiano{ and wliicli of tlie o[der veliic{es can use it witliout Fi.arm, 
at tfi..e present tliere is a b[ack void of information tliat is beset 
witfi rumour ana innuenao. 

1 woufa liate to see a situation wfiere tfie inc{usion of tfiis Jue[ 
woufd aaversefy effect tlie engines and [eave stranaed tfiose 
wfio coufa [east afford it 

..'A furtfier query is wfiat wiff 'Etliano( ao to smaff engines, a 
great majority of resU[ents of 11ly[afira <grove aeyena uyon 
liome generation for tfieir power suppfy, wiff it effect tfiem? 
wfiat ·wiff it ao to diainsaws or pump motors? ls 'E10 compatibfe 
witfi two strofie oif? 'We are aff operating in tlie dark . 

.'As an exampfe of tliese we ff f ounaereti fears permit me to quote 
from tfie :J[ onaa stationary engine fiana6oofi, 
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T.O.'R 1 cont . 

.'J{onaa small engines are, in all pro6afJifit-y, tfie most usea 
engines for ariving generators ant(pumys for liome service. 

"<gasofine 's containing a{cofiof. 

If you aecide to use a gasofine containing afcofio{ (gasofio[), be 
sure its octane rating is at feast as Fiigli as tliat recommended" 
by :Jfonaa. Tfiere are two types of .. fjasofio[," one containin9 
'Etliano[ and: tlie otfier containin9 :Metfianof. VO :NOT use gasofio{ 
tfiat contains more tfian 10% '.Etlianof. VO :NOT use 9asofine 
containing :Metliano{ (metfiy{ or wooa a{cofio[) tliat does not a{so 
contain cosofvents ana corrosion infii6itors for :M.etfianof. 
N'EY'E'R use 9asofine containing more tfian 5% :M. etfiano{ even if 
it Ji.as coso{vents and corrosion infii6itors. 

xorr 
:Jue{ system cfama9e or en9ine _performance prob[ems resuftin9 
from tfie use of fuefs containin9 afcofiof s is not covered" unaer 
tlie warranty. J-f onaa cannot enaorse tlie use of fuefs containing 
a[cofio{ since eviaence of tfieir suita6ifity is as yet incompfete. 

'Before buying Jue[ from an unfami[iar station try to Jina out if tlie 
Jue[ contains afcofio[, if it aoes confirm tlie type and percentage 
of afcofi.o{ usetf. If you notice any unaesira6fe operating symptoms 
wfii&t usin9 a Jue[ tfiat contains a[cofio[, or one tfiat you suspect 
contains a{colio[, switcli to a 9asofine tfiat you know does not 
contain afcoliol" 

'l'w o questions :_ 
1. :J[ow can we switcfi to a gasofine tliat tioes not contain 
~tfiano[ if you intena to put in every graae of petro[? or, 

2. :Jf ow can we be certain tfiat tfie percentage rate of Ttfiano{ is 
accurate ? If companies aecid:e to "sR-im ''by atiding more of tfie 
clieayer yroauct wi{{ tfie government ind:emnify us for tfamage 
caused"? 
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.'A persona{ query emanates from tlie statement matfe hy tfie 
Intfustry :Minister Ian :Macfar[ane, (Toowoom6a CFironic[e 
14 October) in wfiicfi Fie states tliat "'I'Fie inc[usion of 'Etfiano{ 
wi{[ save tfie motorist 4 cents a {itre." 

)Ve aff recognise tliat totfays extreme Jue[ prices are created 6y 
tlie internationa[ 6encfimar£ price of crutfe oi[, not tfie 
refining costs per barre[ wfiicfi is reasona6[y stab[e, but 
if, even at tliese maximum pricing fevefs, we can on[y manage 
to save four cents per [itre at a ten percent ai[ution rate. 
'I'Fierefore 100 percent 'Etliano[ must fJe mere[y 40 cents a [itre 
fess tlian tfiis extreme price of petro[, anti tfiis price exc[utfes 
iniyort [evies. 

'Based upon tfiese cited figures tlien tfie cost of refining tfiis 
grain 6asetf Jue[ must 6e far Fiiglier tlian tlie refining costs of 
crude. 

]"or unfike cruae, tfie cost of grain fias not tre6[etf. 

lf tFiis fiyyotfiesis is accurate, can we afford 'Etfiano[? Or is 
'Etfiano[ anotfier motorist rip-off? 
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Tfie figures stateli in tlie Overview segment wi{{ intficate tliat tlie 
residents of YVyfafira fjrove liave a minimum of 46 fiifometres 
(if tliey were on tlie boundary, in my case it is 63 fiifometres 
ana many fia·ve mucli. furtfier tfian tfiat) round triy to tlie 
townsfip of :M.iffmerran. 

Tfiis means tfiat tliey are facea witli tliis aistance if tliey require 
(a) :Med:ica[ treatment 
(b) fiospita[ treatment 
(c) post a fetter or yurcliase a stamp 
(d) attend"" a specific tfenomination cfiurc/i 
( e) rnake an enquiry pertaining to Centrefink via tlie 
representative at tlie Community Support Centre, or comy[y 
witli tlie "Jo6 Searcli" regu{ations or 
(jJ even tlie basics sucli as purchase a simyfe Coaf of breatf. 

Tliis situation fias been iiou91it about by tfie refusa{ of our 
Sliire Counci[ to affow a sliop or a :J{ouse of ~·worsfiiy to be 
constructed: witfiin tfie iiountfaries of 'Wyfalira fjrove. 

'Wfiat is not apparent to a fot of city or [ar9e town resid"ents is 
tliat some rura{ Councifs, just fike tlieir urban counterparts, 
can be dominated' by commercia{ operators wli.o rea{ise tfie 
potentia{ Coss if a more convenient out{et for 9ood:s anti services 
is matfe a·vai[afJ[e. 

:f'or foca[ resUfents of 11ly[afira fjrove tfiat require '.Denta{ 
treatment tfie consequences are even more oyyressive, for tfiis 
service we nave to trave[ to 'T'oowoomfia~ a rountf trip d:istance 
of uy to 250 liifometres in some cases. 
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TR:EPR :P:E:TXO£ :BI£fS. 

Tfiis is a moot point, severa[ tliings must 6e taken into 
consiaeration :-
(a) Tfiese peoy[e are rura{ aweffers tliat, in a Cot of cases require 
yefiic[es witli sufficient power to yu[{ faaen trai{ers etc. It 
must 6e rea{ised' tliat we ao not Fi.ave services to our rfoor fike 
ur6an aweffers, for examyfe even our gar6age must 6e 
transyortea to "coffection sites" for aisposa{, it is not 
economica[ to perform tlii.s task aai[y witfi one 6ag of gar6age, so 
it is coffectea unti[ a trai[er foaa can 6e transyortel[, [iJiewise 
(6) 1Vater is essentia[ for so many jobs, wlien it is not [aia on 
tfiis very fieavy necessity must be transyortea from tlie yu6fic 
bores to liome, in my case I nave a specia{ tan.R. ana system 
set up to service my septic toi{et. Tliis type of utifisation 
is essentia{ in tliis arougfit conaition to conserve tlie cof{ectea 
yota6Ce water for persona[ use witfiin tfie liouselio{tf. 

J\{[ of tliis expfanation is to aemonstrate tliat veliicfes of a 
suitahfe power ta weigfit ratio ntust be uti[iseli, reaucing yetro[ 
6iffs is extremefy tlifficu[t. 

Car yoo£ing is yractisea wfien possib{e, Fi.ow ever again we are in 
a unique position wfiere we reside so far from amenities, ana 
Jue{ prices are so fiigfi tfiat slioyping trips are, of economic 
necessity, maae as infrequently as possifJ[e. Tfiis victua[fing is 
now common[y stretcfiea to once a montfi, wliicfi malies it 
im_possib{e to comvine tfie trip, for se-vera[ peo_p{es montlify 
groceries cannot aff fit into one veliic[e. 

'Everytliing requiretf for aff facets of fiving must be purcliaseli, 
for as yrevious[y stated, we are not in a position to saunter to 
tfi.e foca[ store. 
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.'Anotfier moot point, p[ease refer to tfie "overview" ana consitfer 
tfie financia[ basis of tlie vast majority of Wyfafira (;rove 
resiaents~7'Fiese peop[e are not Primary Producers wfio can 
factor in new vefiic{es witli aff of tfieir rebate entit{ements or 
[ease vefiic[es witfi reg·u[ar updates tliat are tax aeauctib[e, 
tliese citizens most[y stick witfi wfiat tfiey possess for a Cong 
time. 

ITIS .J\ CO:M:MON ]".J\CTO'R T:Jf.J\TT:J-f'ES'E P'EOPL'E C.J\:NNOT 
.7l]":f01t'D N'EYV "V'E:JfICL'ES SO T:Jf'E ]"'ll'EL 'E:J:JICI'ENCY O:J N'E1V 
"V'E:JfICL'ES C.J\NNOT CONC'En:N T:J-f'E:M.. 

1Vfiat I wou{d fike tfie Members of tliis Sefect Committee to 
unaerstand is tliat tfiere are va[it[ mu[tip{e reasons for tfiis 
continued" usage of o[aer veliic{es otfier tlian tfie cost of tlieir 
rep[acement, even tfiou9fi tliey may be more expensive to run 
tlian tfie computer controffea newer vefiic[es. 

'Tfiese reasons are as foffows :-

(a) 'Wfien one fives so far from town it is use{ess to own a vefiic[e 
tfiat, upon deveCoping a minor ffaw, particu{ar[y efectronic, 
can cost many fiunareas of aoffars in towing cfiarges afone, in 
oraer to reacfi a repair agency tliat lias tfie appropriate 
computer equipment to aiagnose ana aiscover wfiat piece of 
e[ectrica[ equipment or computer cfiip to tlirow away anti 
rep face. 

(6) 1ve five on a very busy interstate Fiigfiway, wFiat resyonsib[e 
f atfier wou[a cliance Fi.is wife ana cfii{aren ariving a vefiicfe 
tfiat cannot be repaired: in an emergency. 'WJio can predict 
wfiat manner of person cou(a be attracted: to a situation of 
liefyfess yeopfe stranaed in a use[ess vefiic[e? :Many women 
can, ana often ao, repair o[aer cars in an emergency situation 
ana so avoid a potentiaffy dangerous situation. 
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'T'fiere is no aiscerni6fe metliotf tfiat tfie .Jl.c.c.c. coufa use to 
enfiance any competition to benefit Wyfafira f]rove witfiout 
fracturing tfie status quo and' 6ein9 cfiaffengea over its 
metfioc{_ana intention. 

Wliifst it is recognisea tfiat tfie main aim of tfie TJ'{JIZJ:E 

:P:R.Jl.C:TJC:ES .AC:T1974_is to yromote efficiency anti competition 
to protect consumers from un[awfuf and' anti competitive 
business practices, tfie onfy way for tfiat cfiarter to 6e fulfi[{ea 
is for tfie .J\.C.C.C. via tfie State (jovernment to over-·riae tfie 
restrictive [oca[ situation and' affow a service station ana Coca[ 
slioy to be constructed on Yvy{afira f}rove. 

'T'Fie mind: 6099Ces just imagining tlie Fiooting ana Ii.offering tliat 
w ou[d emanate from tfie L.(j . ..'A.Q. ana foca{ autfiorities in 
re[ation_to fiaving tlieir autocracy over-ru[ed, not to mention 
tlie scream from 1vestern Petro[eum in an attempt to retain its 
fucrative aistrict monopo[y. 

It is a.P.parent to me, in observing tfie overa{{ situation, tliat tlie 
State (jovernment lias permitted' Loca[ (jovernment-far too many 
concessions to power for tfiem to be a6{e to over-rfr[e tfiem ana 
rearess tlie socia{ inequities tlieir tfiirst for totafitarianism 
fias enab[ea tliem to create. 

I fiave, in past years foagea a comyfaint to tlie Office of Jair 
Traaing pertaining to tlie cavafier attituae to pricing anti 
aaaition of extraneous cfiarges a certain company pertaining 
to tlie yricing of aomestic L.P.(j. 'Ifie Office of :fair Traaing 
passed: tfie comy{aint on to .Jl.C.C.C. 

'T'lie onfy action I receivea from 6otli organisations was an 
amazing pfetliora of reasons as to wliy tliey cou{an't act, 
cu[minating witfi tlie statement tfiat "'Ifie inaustry lias 6een 
aeregu[atea and' marfiet forces wiff dictate _prices." It is 
wonaerfuf Jiow, in tliis area witliout _power tlie marliet prices 
are often citea as fiigfier tlian areas in wliicli it is not essentiaf. 



_]7a,ffe II 

T!CELM Q'T R.Z:,'TI:KE.JVC:E 6 

}y_1f:£T._1f:E:R fl'll:E:E.NS£.Jf.J\fV :R:ECIEJ7:ES IIT 
0
'TYlL:R S.:if.Jl.RZ 

Of R0..711} 
0
'T1L1V:D J.H(i 

1 am not privy to tfie officia[ accurate figures so 1 wi[[ not 
specu[ate_on liearsay. 

########################### 

T:ER:M Of:R:Eff:RV./C:Ez 
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:BUSL.NESS. 

.'A.gain 1 am neitlier privy to tlie officia[ amount of income tliat 
tlie excise yfaces into tlie co__[fers of Treasury nor ao I liave tlie 
exyertise to evafuate tlie effect of its Coss if it were to cease. 

'I'fi.e one comments tliat 1 wou[a make pertaining to tlie issue is 
sim_pfy tfiat a (iovernment sliou[a Ji.ave tfie mora[ obfigation to 
ease any liarasliiy tliat is being sufferea by tlie community if 
it lias tfie power to ao so. 

'llie on[y aanger is tliat if tlie excise {e·ve[ was abanaonea tfie 
amount of savings tliat wou[a occur :M1JST 6e yrotectea 
vigi[ant[y ana tfie Jue[ companies not 6e affowea to ease tfieir 
bowser prices uy to a6sor6 tfie savings for tlieir own benefit. 

'With tfie wifdffuctu.ations that occur rigfit across tfie Jue[ 
yrici:ng spectrum it woufr[ he virtuaffy imyossi6fe for tfie 
average motorist to be aware tfiat tfie excise price d:rop fias not 
been fiignjackea fry "6racliet creep." 

################################ 
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.'A.gain, tliis is a moot yoint, witfi tfie aaify yricing ffuctuation 
anti un{ess one Ii.as access to tfie same aay prices soutfi of tfie 
boraer one simyfy cannot know. 

Tfie onfy sure way for Queensfana motorists to be certain of 
access to tfiis benefit wou[tf be to introtfuce tfie system I 
suggest ea almost two years ago. 1 fee[ tfiat tliis wou[rf serve 
muftip[e puryoses. 

I fiave inc[uaed a coyy of tliat concept for your re-eva{uation 

################################### 

r.H:E :E.:£:EfCLrxcy o;FA:D.MI.NISL'l?.Yl VQJV ;EO:R :T.1-tz :1111£.J< 
r.7t12J V S:E:BS SC:J-f 7'.:M r. 

Tfiis is anotlier 'l.O.'R. to wfiicfi 1 fiave insufficient finow[etfge 
antf data to enab[e me to comment accurate{y, 1 sfta[{ 
tfierefore refrain from aoing so. 



1.vyfafira <;}rove (bracketing a {arge area of tfie 'Dunmore State 
]'orest) fies witliin a very Fiigfi fire risk area, we Jiave 
been faced" witfi tfiree very dangerous fire incidents tfiis year 
a Cone. Tfie fast fJurneti for tfiree aays ana virtuaffy s_panned: 
tfie Sfii.re from Scruh/Jy Creek. tfirougfi tfie 'Dunntore State 
:forest to Cecif P[ains. 

Tfiis rura[ resitientia[ aistrict contains two seyarate nura{ :fire 
'Brigaaes, Scrubby Creek 'Brigaae covering tfie southern sUfe of 
tfie <gore :Jligfiway and, on tfie nortli siae, tfie :Forest Pines 'Rura[ 
:fire 'Brigade tfiat is a young 6rigaae wliose fire sliea Fias just 
recentfy been "officiaffy" oyenetf 6y tlie po'lvers tfiat he. 

forest Pines 'Brigaae was fvrmea out of necessity because of tfie 
size of tfie area to be _protected: and", since its inceytion, ana 
because of circumstances, Fias one of tli.e first into "action" in 
tfie [atest emergencies . 

.'A.s pre-vious[y statetl we fiave managea to construct a sliea 
as a 6ase. Tfie equiyment we Ii.ave is rudi1nentary, two s[ide on 
units anti a base trai{er, no trucfr.s, tlie resiaents nave ta use 
tfieir own vefiic[es ( yfease note comments on yage 8 

pertaining to Term of "Reference 3 ) a:na lioye tfiey are 
adequate for tfie dangerous cmu{itions tfiey are risking tlieir 
{ives in facing. 

Tfiere is a fire [evy component of our rates cfiarges antf tfiis is 
given to tfie 'Brigaae, hut as tliere are fewer resiaents on tfie 
nortfi siae of tlie fii9fi:way tfiere is Citt{e money to 6e garnere~ 
anti as we aesyerate{y require equipment tliis pittance is very 
soon taken uy in yrovUiing safety essentiafs to protect fives. 

'I'fiis £eaAves tfiese virtua[ fiero's in an unen-via6Ce yosition 
tfuring a state of e1nergency of fiaving to proviae a,[{ Jue[ ana 
expenses from tfieir own pocket. 
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Tfiere is an inverted· ratio tliat d:ictates tfiat tfie fewer resfr[ents 
tfie [arger exyanses of scrub between tfiem tfiat creates a greater 
fire !iazard', but it is inexcusa6fe tfiat in an emergency tfiese 
~peoyfe, on tlie fower socio econo·mic sca{e of tfiings, fiave to 
6eggar tfieir meagre bank accounts in oraer to respond" to a 
crisis. 

I lioye to <gm[ it wiff never fiaypen tfiat in an e·mergency one 
d"ay, tfiese yeoy[e wiff reacii sucfi a state tfiat tfiey Jina tliat 
tlieir casli on Jiana aictates tfiat, because of tlie ever cfimbing 
Jue[ costs, tfiey simp[y cannot afforcf tfie i'myost of 
respontfing to tfie ca[f. 'T'fien some Fiay[ess resident wi{[ aie. 

'B.P. Captains :Mountain Ii.ave fJeen approacfiea to yro-viae a 
Jue[ cara tfiat cou[a 6e used in an emergency, Fioweyer tfie 
'Brigade coufr[ not guarantee tfie continuous imyosed: weekly 
spencfing {eye( d:emanaed', so tfie request was summari[y 
refused. 

'T'fiis situation is common to 6otli 'Brigaaes on Wyfalira ~rove, 
liowever tfie 9arnerea amount of {evies via tfie rates is mucfi 
greater witliin tlie area contro[{eti by tlie fuffy equippeti 
Scru66y Creek 'Brigaae so I cannot report witfi any certainty 
tfiat tfieir members face the {eve{ of persona{ expense tfiat 
ours do in reactin9 to an emer9ency . 

.Yfiere must 6e sonte way for tfiese yu6fic spirited: citizens to 
5e reimbursed, at feast in _part, for tfie essentia[ and yu6fic 
service tliey provide for 6otfi citizens anti t;jovernment . 

.'Afan P. :.Mall _. 
J.'P. (quat:) 
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The Right Honourable Lord Mayor Cr. Jim Soorley 
Brisbane City Council 
G.P.O. Box 2287 
Brisbane .. .4001 

Dear Lord Mayor, 

Please excuse my temerity for writing in this fashion, I have been 
contemplating upon the dilemma of delivering to the motorists of Queensland 
fuel prices that reflect the benefits of residing in the low taxed State, as well as 
providing an increase of revenue to authorities in order to provide a much 
needed upgrade of roads, transport and associated infrastructure .. 

Unfortunately, one of the publicised problems generated by Queenslands' 
refusal to place a State tax on petrol, is that our system being " rorted" by 
interstate opportunists purchasing bulk amounts of our cheap fuel and 
running it south across the border where there is a State tax, reselling the fuel 
at the increased prices and therefore profiting at our expense. 

In light of the fact that you have expressed the necessity for an increase in 
funding spent on roads and the apparent impasse on persuading the Federal 
Government of Lh.is urgent requirement, I decided to proffer some of my 
thoughts in the hope that they may prove useful. 

·whilst I certainly do not claim any relationship to the Oracle I foel that it is 
imperative that our Government :-

1. Legislate a State tax on fuel that is the equivalent to that levied in New 
South Wales. This level must not be exceeded for reasons that shall become 
apparent later. 

2. In order to offset this State fuel tax I suggest that every vehicle registered in 
Queensland be issued with a" Privileged Queenslander" registration 
" smart " card. 

This card will be programmed with the specifications of the vehicle 
registered and the capacity of its fuel tank. This information is virtually 
recorded on L"l-ie registration documents in existence now, e.g .. Small 
vehicle 4 cylinders, Medium vehicle 6 cylinders, Large vehicle 8 cylinders, etc. 
all that is required is the actual fuel tank capacities to be encrypted. 

At the point of sale State fuel tax will be included in the price of fuel~ it is only 
when this" Privileged Queenslander" registration card is presented and 



swiped through the outlets computer that the State fuel tax is deducted from 
the total fuel cost, but only to the maxirnurn fuel tank capacit-_y recorded for the 
vehicle. 

The number of times this card is used during the day cannot be restricted as 
long distance drivers may have to fill their vehicles several times, however I 
suggest that vigilance be promoted to prevent this card being" loaned" for the 
v;?rongful use by others or the use of stolen cards. 

In the case of cards being "loaned" I suggest that the card be withdrawn so 
that the transgressor be forced to pay the State tax for the balance of their 
vehicles registered year. 

Any rnodified vehicles (long range fuel tanks etc.) must be Queensland 
Transport approved and the specifications recorded on the card issued. 

Existing regulations covering primary producers, trucks, interstate hauliers etc 
may be left in place, this concept is purely to prevent cheap petrol 
" bootlegging ". 

3. The "Privileged Queenslander" smart card is to be considered as part of the 
vehicles registration documentation and must stay with the vehicle, if a 
motorist has no card then fuel tax discounts do not apply. 

The vehicles registration due date is encrypted on the card and like Bankcards, 
if the date is past, the card will not work. A current card will be issued when 
the new registration fee is paid. 

Other benefits come to mind, 

(a) The delivery of untaxed fuel and improved road systems to Queensland 
motorists will be subsidised by interstate tourists who cannot complain 
because the impost is exactly the same as they have in their home state or, if 
they are from further afield, they will have paid this amount whilst travelling 
through New South Wales to get here. 

This will negate any complaint of imposition from the tourist industry but 
will deliver millions of dollars revenue to Queensland for roads and 
infrastructure without costing our residents one red cent.. 

(b) The card will limit the amount of tax free fuel to the capacity of the 
fueltank only, this denial of cheap fuel for cargo loads will halt the 
interstate trafficking for profiteering. 

(c) The coalition cannot throw the same tantrum as they did a short time ago 
about the imposition of a fuel tax because the fuel will be delivered to 
Queensland motorists tax free. 

(d) To deliver the concept of Queensland motorists being promoted by the 
Queensland Labor Government as being special, and enjoying benefits 



demonstrably not available to their interstate counterparts_. must be a concept 
that any advertising firm worth their salt can capitalise on just prior to the 
next election. 

Throw in the fact that Llie scheme is receiving a ~-mbsidisation that was not 
available previously and I personally feel that this could be win - win situation 

Thank you for taking the time to read my musings. 

Yours faithfully, 

Alan P. May 


