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e Water Legislation Amendment Bill 2015

ncil (SCEC) is the peak environmental advocacy group for the
1980, SCEC currently represents 53 community groups

ty and natural resource management-a combined

Is. In addition, our individual supporter base extends to over
egion.

comments and recommendations regarding issues associated
. nt Bill 2015, currently being examined by the Infrastructure,
ar ° i g ittee. We also wish to acknowledge the fulfilment of the
Palaszc mitments to revoke provisions in the Water Reform and
he g 14 that removed Ecologically Sustainable Development
roduced the Water Development Option (WDO) and
5 into the Water Act.

. Issues

inable Development (ESD) Principles to all sections of the

Ahile the ples into the Water Act 2000 in accordance with the
ernment he way the Bill has been drafted only requires ESD Principles
ool ater Act associated with establishing a system for the
“and the ‘allocation of quarry material and riverine

purposes of the Act associated with securing water supply and
st Queensland region and other designated regions [Section 2
nd water caused by the exercise of underground water rights
and the operation of water authorities [section 2 (d)], there is



substantial risk that significant adverse impacts will potentially occur to Queensland’s water
resources as a consequence of failing to apply ESD principles to the entire Water Act.

in Queensland (and Australia generally), it is
fundamentally underpin its use and importantly, its

-

LAB must de provisions that enable Ecologically Sustainable
ent g to the entire Water Act 2000. (See Appendix 1. for proposed
0 bf the WLAB to enable ESD principles to applied to all
Fections g

g the
the curre the Water Act binds all persons, including the State, and, in so
20 15 i s te permits, the Commonwealth and the other States. However
Bction 3 - does not apply to the operation of the State Development and
r the powers of the coordinator-general under the State
isation Act 1971.

e to these ignificant risk that the purpose of the Water Act 2000 will not
Ricved 2 s that are approved by the Coordinator-General under the
Organisation Act 1971.

ed by all persons and entities, the WLAB must be amended to
3(2) (a) (b) from the Water Act 2000 and includes section 2A

ng wording, the WLAB does not provide certainty that
r resou managed sustainably under the Water Act 2000. To ensure
water re e managed sustainably, SCEC strongly recommends that the
ting tex ausg 2 of the WLAB is replaced with the text provided in Appendix 1
this docu

’

section 2 of the WLAB with the text provided in Appendix 1 of

br ESD outcomes

bland’s water resources are planned, allocated and used in
hble Development Principles, there is a significant risk that
e’s water resources due to the removal of mechanism from
outcomes to be achieved by the former government.



Examples of the mechanism that have been removed from the Water Act 2000 by the former

t Water Act 2000 that required proponents of mining

in a licence under the Act to divert watercourses, which can

nstream water users and environmental values.

o RN b Water Act 2000 requiring landholders to obtain a Riverine
Protces Ktroy riparian vegetation, which can cause adverse impacts to
downst environmental values.

oo b Water Act 2000 that required water entitlement holders to
p and Water Management Plans (LWMP) where there was a risk
occurring from using water to irrigate crops.

Recomimeriua
rovisions that reinstates the requirement in the Water Act
g development projects to obtain a licence under the Act to

rovisions that reinstates the requirement in the Water Act
a Riverine Protection Permit (RPP) to destroy riparian

rovisions that reinstate the requirement in the Water Act
blders to prepare and implement Land and Water
gaent Plans

elopment projects statutory rights to take and interfere with
ater
t 2014, th{ eral Resources, Water and other Acts will be amended to give
prop aining develg nt projects statutory right to take and interfere with an
limiteg plororo ter.

ed with ine operators with statutory rights to underground water

R hirg bal Rights that are attached to the current requirement for
hter licence under the Water Act 2000 to take and interfere

| Court as the independent arbiter that rules on Third Party
5 granted to miner operators
vernment to sustainably manage Queensland’s underground

the measures contained in Chapter 3 of the Water Act 2000
hused to underground water resources by petroleum and gas

lection commitments to ‘repeal the Newman Government
or over allocation of Queensland’s precious water resources’



and to restoring the community’s statutory rights to object to mining development projects
that were removed by the Newman Government

EC strongly submits that provisions contained in the WRaOLA
ources, Water and other Acts to give proponents of mining
to underground water must be revoked.

hieving Q) bnt’s election commitments to protect and enhance the Great
Ra a (GBRWHA)
Ree ty Plan (LTSP) contains the Queensland Government’s the
actions it om t in order to avoid UNESCO placing the GBRWHA on the
arld K ce In

Queens ent has committed to implement in the Reef 2050 LTSP

on of anthropogenic end-of-catchment dissolved inorganic

s by 2018, increasing to achieve 80% reduction in nitrogen
reduction of anthropogenic end-of-catchment sediment loads
Pasing to achieve 50% sediment reduction by 2025

it policy to restore ecosystem health, improve the condition of
financial contributions to that recovery
r assessing cumulative impacts (including climate change
atters of bnal Environmental Significance (including ecological and
) in the GH A
e impag sed to the GBRWHA by human activities are understood and
ironmental benefit approach for the GBRWHA are

ed activities are managed so that cumulative impacts are
benefit for the GBRWHA

tions contained in the Reef 2050 LTSP will require a Whole-of-

hich will necessitate that measures to deliver the
ments must be embedded in all relevant state legislation

de provisions that introduce measures into the Water Act
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2000 that deliver and implement the Governments commitments contained in the Reef 2050 Long

Term Sustainability Plan

ncil considers that the proposed amendments to the WLAB

y of the Water Act to sustainably manage Queensland’s water

tions are adopted. The need for prudency and scientific

on and management of precious water resources cannot be
ust be based on the fundamental principles of sustainability

hange on the finite, vital and complex element of water.
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Appendix 1. Amendments to Cause 12 of the WLAB to enable the application of ESD principles to

ent
to provide a framework that provides for the ecologically
ing—
|l quarry material by establishing a system for—
water; and
nd riverine protection;
supply and demand management for the south-east
Clueensla 4[e hted regions;
e ig son r caused by the exercise of underground water rights by the
or, inCloe and avoiding impacts;
pperatig uthorities.

bgically sustainable management is management that—
lly sustainable development; and

bf water resources and quarry material for the economic,
eople of Queensland, within limits that can be sustained

ecosystems, water quality, water-dependent ecological
ociated with watercourses, lakes, springs, aquifers and other
bre practicable, reversing catchment degradation that has

nal people and Torres Strait Islanders and their cultural
resourcesj

er resources and ry material to be obtained through fair, transparent and
pport th omic development of Queensland; and

ailability, security and value of water entitlements and other

be efficient er through—
f water markets; or
i) the initia

the regu e is a risk of land or water quality and or marine degradation;
ling of the need to use and manage water in a sustainable
munity to take an active part in planning for the management
buring adequate consultation with all relevant stakeholders,
5 of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander interests.

e administration of this Act and other legislation dealing with

use of water—



(a) incorporates water demand management measures that achieve permanent and reliable
reductions in the demand for water; and
hsures and appropriate water quality objectives for intended

g, for example, water reuse within a particular enterprise to
able supply; and

of water required for particular circumstances, including

ter storage infrastructure to ensure that flows and water
becies, freshwater ecosystems, estuaries and marine receiving

is conferred on an entity, the entity must perform the
ay that advances the Act’s purpose.



