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First ly my background, I have been an owner operat or in t he t axi indust ry since 1974 in 

Br isbane. Over t he 40 odd years I have purchased 4 taxi licences 2 on t he open market 

and 2 directly from t he Qld. Government and paid st amp duty on each licence.At the t ime 

of purchase each licence was valued at t he equiva lent of a medium priced house in 

Br isbane.Over the 40 years I have done everything t he Government has asked of me far to 

many to list but at great cost t o me.These licences were purchased at the st atus quo,do 

you t hink anyone in t heir right mind wou ld purchase such licences if you allowed such 

companies as uber to operat e.About uber t heir business plan as it stands is not 

sust ainable all over t he world drivers are complaining it is purely in place t o get rid of t he 

t axi indust ry.They are not a ride sharing company t hey are a taxi company and as such 

should have to comply wit h whatever rules and regu lat ions a taxi licence has to.Last week 

my sist er who lives in Windsor st reet Red Hi ll was standing on t he foot path out side her 

house,she not iced a veh icle pu ll up on the other side of t he road,a man who was sitting in 

t he back seat hoped out and drive r removed his suitcase from t he boot, t he driver t hen 

smiled at my sister did a u t urn and asked her if she want ed a t axi, how do you pol ice 

t his,impossible.They are a t axi company no matter what t hey hide behind and t herefore 

comply w it h all t he regu lat ions.Of course some of t he public love t hem because they are 

cheap but as I said it is not susta inable. If you make uber legal what does t hat mean.Does 

t hat mean every man and his dog can operate t hei r vehicle as a taxi (why not ) what sort of 

chaos would that creat e not to ment ion t he safety aspect of same.Aft er all it is not rocket 

science at t he end of t he day it is on ly an app.Leopards do not change t heir spot s uber has 

a proven record of ignoring t he law t hey w ill not change.The vulnerable in our society wil l 

suffer at t he hands of t hese people, t he old t he blind,t he whee l chai r bound public and 

many others.The taxi industry has looked af ter t hese people for over 50 years but we 

cannot survive on t hat alone,if t his allowed t o cont inue it wi ll be t he demise of our 

indust ry.The government has on ly two cho ices deregulat e t he t axi indust ry and make it 

open slat her and compensate al l licence holders in t his st ate or get r id of uber and any 

ot her company like t hem,t he two cannot operat e side by side MY NAME IS BRIAN OLIVER 
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