Tabied q-2-1%
Mo v am ba [q,
[daec ngw«j Covne

e | B

/7

Isaac Regional Council Submission
to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources

| (

ISAAC

REGIONAL COUNCIL

Committee of the Queensland Parlioment

Strong and Sustainable Resource

Communities Bill 2016




Introduction — “Is the Bill fit to do its job?”

Isaac Regional Council (IRC) commends the Queensland State Government for its commitment
to regulating mining projects to ensure that affected communities are rendered stronger and
more sustainable.

The Strong and Sustainable Resource Communities Bill (the Bill) tabled in Parliament on
8 November 2016 by the Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural Resources
and Mines, the Honourable Dr Anthony Lynham, is a clear and purposeful means to this end.

This submission follows a credible campaign of advocacy by IRC over several years at State
and Federal Government levels.

The focus of this submission is not to reiterate the principles of previous campaigns, but simply
to analyse whether or not the Bill is fit to achieve its objectives.

In this submission IRC presents a practical assessment of the Bill’s objectives and its content to
determine whether or not the Bill will be able to do the job it is supposed to do.

Further IRC respectfully presents in this submission, suggested changes to the Bill which will
enhance its capacity to deliver on its objectives.

Objects of the Bill — “The job”

“3(1) The object of this Act is to ensure that residents of communities in the vicinity

of large resource projects benefit from the operation of the projects”

This is the job that this Bill is asked to achieve. It is ambitious and rightly so. It includes the
verb “ensure” which is a very strong onus that the Act will be obliged to fulfil.

In the Explanatory Notes for the Bill, the same verb has been chosen;

“The objective of this Bill is to ensure that regional communities... benefit...”, and

“... ensure that local workers from nearby regional communities are employed...”
The use of this simple word “ensure” establishes lofty expectations of the Bill.

With this in mind IRC is committed to assisting the Queensland State Government to ensure
that the Bill satisfies its obligations.



Provisions of the Bill - “The tools for the job”

“The Bill aims to:

e prescribe the social impact assessment (SIA) process for large resource
projects; prevent the use of 100 per cent FIFO workforces for the operation of
future large resource projects located near regional communities;

e prevent resource companies discriminating against local residents in the future
recruitment of operational workers;

e support existing and new workers who choose to live and work in regional
communities;”

According to the Explanatory Notes, these are the means by which the Bill will achieve its
objectives.

The value of each of these tools is at this stage largely untested, but in a practical sense IRC
offers the following observations:

1. conditions that arise from any Social Impact Assessment (“SIA”) will only be of value if
they are able to be enforced, and in fact only if they are enforced,;

2. compliance with a ban of 100% FIFO workforces can be easily achieved by employing
just one person who resides locally;

3. anti-discrimination laws have existed for some time but should not be considered a
panacea with relatively low numbers of complaints actually being received’

IRC supports these tools, but wishes to make the point that they will need to be given adequate
strength in the bill to be effective and meet its objectives.

1 Ref 2015/16 ADCQ Annual Report — of 636 complaints received state-wide, 83% were from South East
Queensland with just 36 from the North region across all aspects of discrimination covered by ADCQ.
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Conclusion — “Job done!”

IRC acknowledges the significant opportunities previously provided to contribute the
development of this important legislation and will be prepared to engage with the Queensland
State Government to ensure that the Bill is fit for the job to be done.
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