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Previously issued as Safety bulletin No 8 Aprii 

Refere ces 
A. Explosives Act 1999 

B. Explosives Regulation 2003 

C. Mining Safety and Health Act 2001 

D. Coal Mining Safety and Health Act 2001 

E. Explosives Information bulletin No. 11 - Precautions against flyrock 

F. Alert No. 8 - Recent incidents 

Potential Incidents continue to occur at 

Background 

Information bulletin 69 
27 Feb 2009 

2. In the past few months, there have been some very serious incidents reported from the coal 

mines of the Bowen Basin, North Queensland and from around Brisbane. All of these 

could well have ended up with very serious or fatal results. Significant damage to property and 

3. 

structures has also been reported. The of these incidents has reached a where it 
is well limits. 

of However, uncontrolled or unexpected flyrock that is 

projected a defined safety zone is not acceptable. It is well known that rock and/or debris 

can be thrown over a kilometre from the blast site, and in a recent case rocks travelled approx 1 .3 

kilometres. 

4. Incidents of this nature constitute a serious risk to involved with activities as 

well as anyone else who be in the When such incidents occur in populated areas, 

the associated problems of air blast, ground vibrations and excessive noise add to the 

seriousness of the event 

5. The investigation of the recent incidents point to several 

a. holes loaded with excessively high powder factors. 
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b. blast design not considering all the design parameters and information available. 

c. incomplete or poorly conducted Risk Assessments. 

d. excessive working hours of blast personnel and incomplete procedure closures. 

e. responsibilities between site management, contractors and sub contractors. 

f. no clear lines of responsibility for the whole blasting activity. 

g. incomplete checking of hole placement, geological changes and setting in inadequate 

exclusion zones around the blast sites. 

Issues 
6. The Explosives Act 1999 (Section 54) is clear in its instruction about persons using explosives 

that might endanger life and the penalties that go with this. 

7. The Explosives Regulation 2003 (Section 126) details the requirements of the shotfirer with 

respect to the risk associated with flyrock, ground vibration and noise. 

9. Authority holders are fully informed of the dangers and responsibilities that go along with the 

handling and use of explosives products. 

10. There are duty of care obligations, that are essential, all involved in the 

construction industries. 

and 

11. There are also legal obligations under the Mining Safety and Health Act 2001, the Coal Mining 

Safety and Health Act 2001 and their associated Regulations for all persons who handle or use 

for mismanagement or these duties and are 

12. The Explosives Information Bulletin No. 11 (Precautions against Flyrock) was issued to the 

in 2003. 

13. Safety Alert No. 8 (Recent Flyrock Incidents) put out by the Explosives Inspectorate to the 

industry in July 2003, raising the Inspectorate's concerns at that time. 

s 
14. It is once again recommended that the attached documents are use regularly as, 

a. The subjects for tool-box meetings and training packages. 

b. Input into the reviews of Standard Operating Procedures and Work Instructions to assess 

their appropriateness and suitability in addressing flyrock. 

c. Information that can be used to re-assess whether exclusion zones around blast sites and 

the appropriate guarding of the blast site are appropriate. 
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15. It is of the utmost importance that this issue be viewed by all parties as one that needs urgent 

attention. 

16. The current frequency of reported incidents is cause for much concern and suggests that effective 

procedural changes need to be reviewed/made once again and implemented without delay. 

17. You, the handler and use ofthese goods, must progress this responsibility. 

18. It is the responsibility of all parties, from shotfirer through drill and blast supervisor, to Mine/Quarry 

Manager, SSE and senior management, to ensure that the incidence of unintentional flyrock is 

brought under control immediately. 

Em:losures 

1. Explosives Information bulletin No.11 - Precautions against flyrock. 

2. 

Southern Region 

3238 3728 

Central Region 

4938 4442 

Internet: www.dme.qld.gov.au 

Northern Region 

4799 7004 
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