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ealth, E
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m
ittee 
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ent 
Via E

m
ail: heic@

parliam
ent.qld.gov.au 

  D
ear M

em
bers of the C

om
m

ittee,  
 E

nvironm
ental Protection (E

ffi
ciency and Stream

lining) and O
ther Legislation A

m
endm

ent B
ill 2025 

 
The Property C

ouncil of A
ustralia (PC

A
) w

elcom
es the opportunity to provide feedback on the 

Environm
ental Protection (Effi

ciency and Stream
lining) and Other Legislation Am

endm
ent Bill 

2025. 

The Property C
ouncil of A

ustralia is the leading voice for Queensland’s property industry, w
ith 

over 
400 

m
em

ber 
com

panies 
in 

Queensland 
across 

the 
property 

sector, 
representing 

organisations that invest in, design, build and m
anage the hom

es, precincts and w
orkplaces that 

support Queensland’s grow
th. O

ur m
em

bers are com
m

itted to delivering the housing supply, 
com

m
unity infrastructure and em

ploym
ent land needed to ensure Queensland rem

ains an 
affordable, attractive and globally com

petitive m
arket. 

The Property C
ouncil is broadly supportive of the policy intent to m

odernise the E
nvironm

ental 
Protection Act (E

P Act), stream
line processes, and rem

ove unnecessary duplication, w
hilst 

m
aintaining strong environm

ental protections. Effi
cient regulatory system

s enable industry to 
deliver housing supply, em

ploym
ent precincts, and econom

ic grow
th in a tim

ely and sustainable 
m

anner. 

The B
ill contains m

eaningful im
provem

ents that can reduce com
plexity and provide greater 

certainty for industry.  

These include:  

- 
The rem

oval of duplicative public notifi
cation requirem

ents for E
nvironm

ental Im
pact 

Statem
ents 

The rem
oval of the requirem

ent to publicly notify the term
s of reference for an 

E
nvironm

ental Im
pact Statem

ent (noting that the requirem
ent still applied to the im

pact 
statem

ent) 
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- 
The rem

oval of duplicative approvals betw
een environm

ental and state developm
ent 

acts 
The am

endm
ents allow

 Im
pact A

ssessm
ent R

eports (IA
R

s) under the State D
evelopm

ent 
and 

Public 
W

orks 
O

rganisation 
Act 

(SD
PW

O
 

Act) 
to 

satisfy 
equivalent 

E
P 

Act 
requirem

ents, representing a signifi
cant im

provem
ent. 

 
- 

Single Integrated Tourism
 Perm

ission 
The Property C

ouncil supports reform
s that im

prove the effi
ciency of tourism

 approvals, 
particularly for tourism

 that interfaces w
ith protected areas. The m

ove to a single 
integrated perm

it is a positive step that w
ill attract greater tourism

 investm
ent. 

H
ow

ever, w
e recom

m
end several refi

nem
ents to ensure that the reform

s deliver practical 
benefi

ts for the property industry, avoid unintended consequences, and provide a clear and 
consistent regulatory experience across planning and environm

ental fram
ew

orks. 

O
ur key recom

m
endation relates to proposed changes to Tim

efram
es for C

om
m

encing 
Proceedings. 

The Property C
ouncil does not support the proposed am

endm
ents to section 497 of the E

P Act 
that extend the lim

itation period for sum
m

ary proceedings from
 one year to tw

o or three years. 
W

hile 
w

e 
recognise 

the 
im

portance 
of 

robust 
environm

ental 
com

pliance, 
signifi

cantly 
lengthening the investigation w

indow
 has m

aterial consequences for the property industry.  

Longer lim
itation periods create prolonged uncertainty for projects, as proponents m

ay rem
ain 

subject to open-ended investigative processes w
ell after construction or operational m

ilestones 
have passed. This uncertainty can delay fi

nancing, stall critical project phases, and erode 
feasibility due to increased holding costs, contractor dem

obilisation risks and delays w
ithin 

supply chains. For large, staged developm
ents, the risk profi

le becom
es particularly acute: 

m
ulti-year exposure to potential proceedings can deter investm

ent decisions and inflate costs.  

The Property C
ouncil therefore recom

m
ends:  

- 
To provide for proceedings for sum

m
ary offences w

ithin one year after the com
m

ission 
of the offence, and  

- 
For a lim

ited specifi
ed list of m

ore serious and com
plex offences, a period of tw

o years 
after the com

m
ission of the offence. 

Further recom
m

endations are set out below
: 

E
nvironm

entally R
elevant Activity (E

R
A

) C
odes  

The introduction of E
R

A
 codes for low

-risk activities, coupled w
ith a m

ore consistent risk-based 
fram

ew
ork, is a w

elcom
e step tow

ard a m
odern, proportionate regulatory system

. 

- 
The Property C

ouncil supports reducing reliance on individual environm
ental authorities 

(E
A

s) for low
-risk activities; how

ever, clarity is required as to how
 E

R
A

s are assessed to 
determ

ine if they are a low
-risk activity. The criteria are not currently developed and 

consultation w
ith industry in the developm

ent of ER
A

 C
odes is encouraged. 

 



  

- 
E

R
A

 codes m
ust integrate seam

lessly w
ith the Planning Act fram

ew
ork. D

uplicate 
assessm

ent, 
inconsistent 

conditions, 
or 

unclear 
roles 

betw
een 

State 
and 

local 
governm

ents w
ould dim

inish the benefi
ts of the reform

. 

N
ature C

onservation Act (N
C

 Act) A
m

endm
ents 

Proposed am
endm

ents w
ill m

ean that conservation offi
cers w

ill have the pow
ers to investigate 

N
C

 Act m
atters that are regulated under the Planning Act. This is currently the case for other 

pieces of legislation that interact w
ith the Planning Act. A

n exam
ple of a N

C
 Act m

atter w
ould be 

koala priority areas and koala habitat area determ
inations that are m

ade under the N
C

 (Koala) 
C

onservation Plan 2017. H
ow

ever, the regulation of developm
ent in these areas is established 

through the Planning R
egulation 2017 and developm

ent offences are provided for in the Planning 
Act.  

H
ow

ever, dual com
pliance pathw

ays (Planning Act + N
C

 Act) risk creating overlap. D
eveloping 

clear guidelines to avoid duplication betw
een the Acts, regulations, and the com

pliance offi
cers’ 

m
andates is essential in achieving stream

lined and effi
cient environm

ental and planning 
system

s. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. If you require any further inform
ation or  

w
ould like to discuss these m

atters further please do hesitate to contact m
e on 

 or 
via em

ail 
  

 Yours sincerely,  

 

Jess Caire 
Queensland E

xecutive D
irector 
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