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Health and Environment Committee
Parliament House

George Street

Brisbane QLD 4000

Email: HEC@parliament.qgld.gov.au

To the Committee Secretary

Re: Inquiry into the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Amendment Bill 2023.

The Australian College of Nursing (ACN) would like to thank the Department of Justice for the
opportunity to provide feedback on the Inquiry into the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products
Amendment Bill 2023.

Please note we have distributed the consultation to ACN members for comment. Their responses
have been taken into consideration and incorporated into the attached document.

As the national leader of the nursing profession, ACN supports and agrees with the introduction of
new measures intended to lower smoking rates and improve health outcomes for all Australians
while also reducing the burden of tobacco-related chronic diseases on the public health systems.

ACN would like to commend the Queensland Government and the Health and Environment
Committee for taking human rights and their limitations into consideration as per the statement of
compatibility for this Bill. ACN acknowledges that this legislation attempts to balance the freedom
of all Queenslanders to be autonomous in decisions regarding their health (including the decision
to purchase and use tobacco products) and preserve the right to a healthy environment and
protection from harm caused by tobacco and smoking products.

ACN supports the amendments to the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Amendment Bill 2023
and agrees with the amendments and principles listed. However, it is requested that the
Queensland Government consider the following and request further clarification in further
iterations of the Bill:

e Insertion of new section 11A (page 48)
e Insertion of new sections 52-52D (page 79)

Although ACN acknowledges the potential dangers of having minors vend tobacco products, ACN
urges the Queensland government to contemplate the potential unintended consequences of this
amendment. In particular, the consequences in relation to employment of minors. Therefore, ACN
recommends that the Queensland government consider adding measures to protect the
employment of young people who may be discriminated against when seeking employment due to



their age because of this amendment. These measures may include requesting that minors who
are in an employment situation where they must serve tobacco products are required to
undertake extensive training and monitoring or providing further guidelines and strategies for
employers.

Additionally, ACN encourages the Queensland Government to provide further information
regarding the regulatory framework surrounding the privacy and confidentiality of information.
Regarding governance of information and how this information will be regulated and how any
issues relating to privacy will be identified.

Please find our full response to the Bill attached. If you have further enquiries regarding this matter,

please do not hesitate to contact me at || NN NG

Yours faithfully

Dr Carolyn Stapleton FACN
Director — Policy and Advocacy
Australian College of Nursing

28 March 2023
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Description

Shaping Health, Advancing Nursing

ACN Comments

New sections 7F — 7L

New sections 7M — 7R

New sections 7S—7U

New sections 7V-7X

Division 3 — Application and grant
7F — 7L these relate to who can apply for a licence, grant
criteria, notices and terms of licences

Division 4 — Renewal and restoration

7M — 7R these sections refer to renewal and restoration
of licences

Division 5 — Changes to licence

Subdivision 1 — changes requested by licensee

7S — 7U relate to application for change

Subdivision 2 — Changes made by chief executive
7V-7X —relate to impact and responding to changes
Division 6 — Suspension, cancellation, surrender

Acknowledge

Acknowledge

Acknowledge

Acknowledge

Acknowledge

8 | Amendment of sectien

Meaning of prevention measures for division 1

Agree in principle

Insertion of new section 98

9B — Supplier must not sell smoking goods without a
licence
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