Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Amendment Bill 2023

Submission No: 20

Submitted by: Drug ARM

Publication: Making the submission and your name public
Attachments: See attachment

Submitter Comments:



Drug ARM - National Office
ABN: 64 102 943 304

Level 1, 493A Ipswich Rd
Annerley QLD 4103

E inffo@drugarm.com.au

P 1300 656 800

Committee Secretary

Health and Environment Committee
Parliament House

George Street

Brisbane QLD 4000

31 March 2023
Dear Chair

SUBMISSION TO TOBACCO AND OTHER SMOKING PRODUCTS
AMENDMENT BILL 2023

Drug ARM is a specialist non-government organisation working to reduce the
harms of alcohol and other drugs in Queensland and Australia through the
provision of quality, evidence informed awareness, rehabilitation and
management programs.

We welcome the opportunity to comment on the Tobacco and Other Smoking
Product Amendment Bill 2023. While we do not have specific comments on the new
legislation, Drug ARM does take this opportunity to express our support for the
introduction of these public health measures and caution against any claims that the
measures will significantly increase the illicit tobacco trade.

Meaningful progress to reduce the harm of smoking has been made in Queensland,
with smoking rates halving over the past 25 years due to successful preventative
health measures'. This is a positive shift, however there is more work to be done to
achieve the reduction in smoking rates noted in the National Preventative Health
Strategy".

Smoking tobacco remains the number one preventable cause of death and disease
in Queensland and contributed to 8.5% of the disease burden across Australia in
2018"v. Smoking harms nearly every organ of the body and lifelong smokers lose,
on average, a decade of life "M For non-smokers, exposure to second-hand smoke
causes cardiovascular and respiratory diseases, cancers and adverse effects to
infants and children¥i.
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Proposed Legislation

Because of the harm that tobacco causes and its potential to cause harm patrticularly to
children and people exposed to second-hand smoke, Drug ARM recognises that the
proposed measures are an appropriate part of Queensland’s response to managing
tobacco.

Illicit Tobacco Trade

Drug ARM cautions against claims that increasing public health measures will fuel the illicit
tobacco market. A recent study from Aotearoa/New Zealand found that despite industry
claims, illicit tobacco trade did not increase following a steep rise in the tobacco excise tax
and the introduction of plain packaging™. In Australia, the illicit tobacco trade is also
relatively low. A recent Australian Government survey found that the proportion of people
who smoke without plain packaging (4.9%) has not changed between 2010 and 2019%.
Further, the Australian Taxation Office estimating the net tax gap on tobacco excise and
customs duty at 6.2%

Thank you once again for the opportunity to raise these issues with you.

Yours sincerely

Jody Wright
Executive Director
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