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Proposed Legislation 

Because of the harm that tobacco causes and its potential to cause harm particularly to 

children and people exposed to second-hand smoke, Drug ARM recognises that the 

proposed measures are an appropriate part of Queensland’s response to managing 

tobacco. 

Illicit Tobacco Trade 

Drug ARM cautions against claims that increasing public health measures will fuel the illicit 

tobacco market. A recent study from Aotearoa/New Zealand found that despite industry 

claims, illicit tobacco trade did not increase following a steep rise in the tobacco excise tax 

and the introduction of plain packagingixx. In Australia, the illicit tobacco trade is also 

relatively low. A recent Australian Government survey found that the proportion of people 

who smoke without plain packaging (4.9%) has not changed between 2010 and 2019xi. 

Further, the Australian Taxation Office estimating the net tax gap on tobacco excise and 

customs duty at 6.2%  

Thank you once again for the opportunity to raise these issues with you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jody Wright 

Executive Director 
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