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To Dr Kathy Munro 

The Local Government Association of Queensland would llke to commend the Queensland 
Government for introducing the Queen~land Multicultural Recognition Biii 2011 to the 
Queensland Parliament In October 2011. The LGAQ welcomes the opportunity presented by 
thl:l State Government to provide comment on the Bill. 

The proposed alll wlll strengthen and support the Implementation of multlculturallsm within 
. Queensland. Given LGAQ's co-ordination of the LAMP program since Its Inception, we welcome 
the proposed Multlcultural Charter and provisions for the Multlcultural Queensland Advisory 
Council. 

Local Government In Queensland plays an Integral role In Integrating the principles and 
practices of multlculturallsm throughout their organisations and In promoting intercultural 
harmony In their focal region. Multlcultllrallsm forms part of most councils' community plans. 

The governance and reporting arrangements which are proposed are something that LGAQ has 
been committed to and, In our Co-ordination role of the LAMP program since 1998, we have 
assisted councils to support multiculturallsm. With the advent of a 457 visa workforce lil many 
local council areas, as well as the settlement of humanitarian refugees (with the numbers In 
both groups expected to rise over the next 5 years), local governments wlll play a critical role In 
the Integration of these CALO communities at the grass roots level. 

It is disappointing that the Bill does not recognise the Importance of the State working with local 
government councils to achieve the goals of the new Multicultural Polley. 

It would be opportune for this collaboration to be 'formalised' If LGAQ could be considered for 
membership of the Multlcultural Queensland Advisory Councll to represent all local councils Jn 
Queensland. 

We once again commend the government for proposing a Bill that has the potential to 
strengthen citizenship, diversity and harmony within Queensland. SL.A bN\IC:S'Sl OVI l(JD 
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