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Mr Trevor Ruthenberg MP 
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Health and C om m unity  Services Com m ittee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
BRiSBANE QLD 4000

Dear Mr Ruthenberg

Re: Public Health (Exclusion o f Unvaccinated Children from  Child Care) Am endm ent Bill 2013

The Austra lian Natural Therapists Associa tion  Ltd (ANTA) w ou ld  like to  thank the Health and 
C om m unity Services C om m ittee  for inviting ANTA to  m ake a subm ission on the Public Health 
(Exclusion o f U nvaccinated Children from  Child Care) A m endm ent Bill 2013.

ANTA is a nationa l natural therapy assoc ia tion  which accred its  and represents the interests of 
pro fessiona l p ractitioners tra ined in the fo llow ing  d iscip lines:

A cupuncture  (registered)
Ayurveda
Counselling
M yotherapy
Naturopathy
Oriental Massage
Shiatsu

Arom atherapy
Chinese Herbal M edicine (registered) 
H om oeopa thy 
M usculoskeleta l Therapy 
Nutritional M edicine 
Rem edial M assage Therapy 
W estern Herbal Medicine

ANTA has concerns w ith Clause 4 of the Bill that seeks to  am end Section 158 o f the Act which 
applies to Chapter 5 o f the Act and in particular the fo llow ing  defin ition :

exemption certificate means a certificate given by a doctor stating that the vaccination o f a child for 
a vaccine preventable condition, or a ll vaccine preventable conditions, would not be medically 
advisable under the current edition o f the Australian Immunisation Handbook published by the 
Commonwealth.

ANTA notes the Austra lian Governm ent D epartm ent o f Health and Ageing Im m unise Australia 
Program inc ludes in fo rm a tion  regarding Im m unisation Related Paym ents for Parents.
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The Information provided by the Australian Government to parents states:

Government benefits are available to parents o f children who meet certain immunisation 
requirements, that is, they are up to date with imm unisation or have an appropriate exemption.

To receive benefits without your child toeing fu lly im m unised your healthcare provider needs to certify 
that:

• your ch ild  has a m edical reason not to  have a particular vaccination; or
•  your ch ild  has had a disease and has a natura l im m unity: or
•  a particu lar vaccine is  unavailable.

You can refuse to be vaccinated on m edical grounds i f  you have a personal, phiiosophicai, religious 
o r m edical b e lie f that your ch ild  should no t be im m unised and you w ill need to complete the 
im m unisation exemption: Conscientious objection form available from Medicare with the assistance 
o f your healthcare provider.

The Bill as it stands does not recognise the rights of all parents to exercise their conscientious 
objections, phiiosophicai, religious or medical beliefs in relation to vaccination.

ANTA supports the rights of all parents to exercise their conscientious objection, phiiosophicai, 
reiigious or medicai beliefs in relation to vaccination.

ANTA believes the proposed Bill should be amended to include the benchmarks recently established 
under the Federal Government Immunise Australia Program to recognise the rights of all parents to 
exercise their conscientious objection, phiiosophicai, religious or medical beliefs to vaccination.

Yours sincerely

Brian Coleman 
Executive Officer
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