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282 of the recovery model bill should not be passed. This section 885=E=
ts to privacy to the exclusion of the patient’s family members. R

he was diagnosed with chronic paranoid schizophrenia is the early 1970s. He is the :
ct of an involuntary treatment order. e
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‘many years my family have battled with medical practitioners to get information about m;c
ther's illness and his treatment. We had only my brother’s best interest at heart. We were
left floundering as to how best to deal with my brother, what treatment options were available tc
_him, what treatment options were best for him, what we could do to ensure the best recovery
‘model available was afforded to him. : 8

My brother would not consent to the medical practitioners disclosing any information to us. But
here is the crux — the patient, a paranoid schizophrenic, lacks the insight and the capacity to
make the decision whether to authorise open communication between his immediate family
(mother and siblings) and his treating medical practitioners.

Since the changes to the legislation we now enjoy open communication with my brother’s
treatment team. We are able to work in an open communication environment for the best
outcomes available for my brother.

Section 282 incorrectly presupposes a person with a mental illness isi
_ ly possesses the requisite
capacity to make decisions about whether or not to nominate a support person. Thi(:qis a

ludicrous assumption and displays a lack of understanding ab ' —
schizophrenia. g about the basic nature of paranmd_

Section 282 harks back to the bad old days of secrec ' -
: y surrounding the pat :
members were kept completely in the dark about the patient’s treagtmen{). ok, whers IniieN

There are many families of paranoid schizo ‘ )
: phrenics who work |
obstacle of open communication between a patient’s family an?idtrlggg and hard to remove the

back to the bad old days. Do not allow Section 782 in thix e rx 1o oment team. We cannotg
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Yours faithfully
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