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hours). As the current policy in mental health is to respect, to the greatest extent possible, a person’s right 

to self-determination, it is concerning that EEO’s could now be used to detain a person for up to half a 

day. This concern could be ameliorated somewhat in practice by ensuring that appropriate assessment 

and decision-making processes are set in place so that a 12-hour EEO is the exception and not the norm. 

 

 Clause 22 amends section 258 to clarify that an authorised doctor must not authorise the use of seclusion 

for a patient if the total period for which seclusion may be used under that authorisation, when taken 

together with any actual period of seclusion used for the patient under previous authorisations amounts 

to more than nine hours in a 24 hour period. Our members have questioned whether this means that they 

must have the plan ready within 21 hours if the person needs to be kept in seclusion. It would be useful 

to clarify this with an amendment to the bill to avoid confusion in the future. 

 

We trust this information has been on assistance. If you require further information or assistance in this matter, 

please contact  

 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Dr Chris Zappala 
President  
Australian Medical Association Queensland 
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