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Introduction 

I wish to record my thanks to the Member for Cairns, Mr Rob Pyne MP, for placing 
this issue before Parliament.  I do not intend to provide a detailed submission 
because I know that many lawyers, medical practitioners, health service providers, 
social workers and others much closer to the current system will have covered the 
relevant laws and situations regarding Queensland women.  However, I thought it 
would be useful for the Committee to have a copy of the relevant chapter of the 
Report of the Taskforce on Women and the Criminal Code from 2000.  I was the 
Deputy Chair of that Taskforce and we consulted widely across Queensland in 
respect of all of the issues we addressed. 

It can be seen that, like the Information Paper provided in this Review, the 
Taskforce investigated existing laws around Australia and overseas.   Further, more 
submissions were received on the relevant Issues Paper about reproductive issues 
than any other Issues Paper.1   Having considered legislation from Australia and 
overseas, scholarly research, submissions received and discussions among the 
members of the Taskforce we arrived at the same recommendation as this Bill 
proposes –simply repeal sections 224, 225 and 226 of the Criminal Code.2  I support 
this Bill.  It may useful to consider establishing an expert panel or other advisory 
group to assist with implementation after the law reform has occurred. 

  

1 Office of Women’s Policy and Department of Attorney-General, Report of the Taskforce on Women and the 
Criminal Code, Queensland Government, 2000, p 351. 
2 Report of the Taskforce on Women and the Criminal Code, p 366. 
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Answers to Questions 

In terms of the specific questions asked I provide the following brief comments: 

1. What policy objectives should inform the law governing termination of 
pregnancy in Queensland?  

Termination of pregnancy should be considered a health service available to all 
women in Queensland.  It is critical that women can receive prompt medical 
advice and counselling support (if required) and should have access to a safe 
and affordable service no matter where they reside. 

2. What legal principles should inform the law governing termination of 
pregnancy? 

Equity of access for all women without judgment. 

3. What factors should be taken into account in deciding if a termination 
of pregnancy is lawful? (e.g. consent of the woman, serious danger to 
the woman’s life, the woman’s physical and mental health, other 
factors?)  

Consent of the woman should be the only mandatory requirement.  The other 
issues listed would no doubt be relevant in many discussions between health 
service providers and women patients, but they do not require legislative 
entrenchment. 

4. Should termination of pregnancy be regulated according to the period 
of gestation? If so, how should the law apply to particular gestational 
periods? 

Personally I think that these are matters between the woman and her doctor, 
although I understand that this creates discomfort for some members of our 
community.  If it is considered that a time limit should be included, I suggest 
that terminations after that time limit should only require the consent of the 
woman and the formal opinion of her doctor that continuing the pregnancy 
would cause serious danger to the woman’s life or physical, mental or 
emotional health. 

 
5. Should the law in Queensland provide for conscientious objection by 

health providers? 

Yes – there are plenty of examples of this and I think it is a reasonable 
compromise. 
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6. What counselling and support services should be provided for women 
before and after a termination of pregnancy? 

Sufficient so that all women who wish to access such services are able to, 
however, they must not be forced on the women. 

 
7. Please inform the committee about your views on any other aspects of 

the Bill and the terms of reference. 

It is time for Queensland to change these laws and come into line with more 
progressive guidelines and arrangements that exist in most of the rest of 
Australia and much of the world. 
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