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To: Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
RE: Abortion Law Reform (Women’s Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016.

Unplanned pregnancy and abortion are a reality of women’s lives. Termination of pregnancy is
estimated to be the outcome of around one in four pregnancies, and up to one in three women will
have an abortion in their lifetime.*

The community has consistently, and overwhelmingly, supported the removal of abortion from the
Criminal Code. | urge you to support the Abortion Law Reform (Women's Right to Choose) Amendment
Bill 2016 to decriminalise abortion in Queensland.

The 2003 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) found that 81% of those surveyed believed a
woman should have the right to choose whether or not she has an abortion.? This report also found that
religious belief and support for legal abortion are not mutually exclusive, with 77% of those who identify
as religious also supporting a woman's right to choose.? A survey conducted by Auspoll in 2009 of over
1000 Queenslanders found that almost 4 out of 5 voters wanted the law changed so abortion is no
longer a crime.?

Unfortunately this area of health is surrounded by stigma and misleading inaccurate information,
particularly about the safety of abortion and its impact on women. The most common myths are that an
abortion will affect a woman's future fertility, that it causes breast cancer and that there are long-lasting
psychological impacts of abortion. These myths have been debunked by experts below.

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) states
that serious complications after abortions are rare, and that mortality and serious morbidity occur less
commonly with abortions than with pregnancies carried to term.* Women who have an uncomplicated
termination are not at an increased risk of being infertile in the future.®

Around the world reproductive health and anti-cancer organisations have rejected any association
between abortion and an increased risk of breast cancer. This rejection is based on scientific
investigation; documented in reputable medical publications and has been endorsed by the World
Health Organisation.®

RANZCOG has reviewed the evidence on the psychological impact of abortion and concluded that
“psychological studies suggest that there is mainly improvement in psychological wellbeing in the short
term after termination of pregnancy [and that] there are rarely immediate or lasting negative
consequences.”’

It must be emphasised that the current emotive debate around “live births” and “abortions to nine
months” is entirely false and misleading. Currently terminations after 20 weeks gestation are rare, and
are usually due to extreme circumstances including domestic violence, diagnosis of fetal abnormality,
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inappropriate referrals, financial and geographic barriers. The report on pregnancy outcomes from
South Australia’s Department of Health in 2013 reports that 91.9% of abortions were performed within
the first 14 weeks of pregnancy, and only 2.% of the state’s terminations were performed at or over 20
weeks gestation.®

For some women their pregnancies have been diagnosed with severe health problems, largely those
deemed ‘incompatible with life’ — ie, they have no chance in resulting in the birth of a healthy baby.
Despite our best advances in medical care, there are conditions which are not treatable in newborns, as
explained by Dr. Carol Portmann, a maternal foetal medicine specialist: “Most, if not all, live births
following abortion procedures would be babies between 20 weeks and 22 weeks gestation, who stood
zero chance of survival out of the womb.”?

The committee has a responsibility to ensure our laws reflect current community attitudes and
expectations. This enquiry must be based on the views of experts working in the field with the best
available evidence.

Yours sincerely,
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Email address: M‘F {W/(
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! The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Termination of pregnancy, A resource for
health professionals ‘Excellence in women'’s health” November 2005, p.2

2K Betts “Attitudes to Abortion in Australia: 1972 to 2003” People and Place 22, 2004.

* Queensland voters’ attitudes towards abortion Report prepared by Auspoll, May 2009. Polling commissioned by Children by
Choice and available online at www.prochoiceqld.org.au/abortionfacts.

4 Public Health Association of Australia Women's Health Special Interest Group Abortion in Australia: Public Health Perspectives
3rd edition, 2005. Available online at http://www.phaa.net.au/documents/phaa_abortion_kit.pdf.

* The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Termination of Pregnancy: A resource for
health professionals November 2005. Available online at http://www.ranzcog.edu.au/womenshealth/pdfs/Termination-
ofpregnancy.pdf.

& World Health Organisation Induced abortion does not increase the risk of breast cancer Fact Sheet 240, June 2000.
Reproduced on the Australian Women’s Health Network website at http://www.awhn.org.au/content/view/27/76/#_edn1.

7 The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Termination of Pregnancy: A resource for
health professionals November 2005. Available online at http://www.ranzcog.edu.au/womenshealth/pdfs/Termination-
ofpregnancy.pdf.

8 W Scheil, K Jolly, J Scott, B Catcheside, L Sage, R Kennare Pregnancy Outcome in South Australia 2013.

Adelaide: Pregnancy Outcome Unit, SA Health, Government of South Australia, 2015. Online at
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/62e89b004acalfd38486dcOb65544981/15116.1+Pregnanc
y+Outcomes+Report+A4-FINAL.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=62e89b004acalfd38486dc0b65544981.

9 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/live-births-after-abortion-misleading-queensland-legal-reform-debate-

says-specialist




Submission No. 880
Received 8 July 2016

To: Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
RE: Abortion Law Reform (Women'’s Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016.

Unplanned pregnancy and abortion are a reality of women’s lives. Termination of pregnancy is
estimated to be the outcome of around one in four pregnancies, and up to one in three women will
have an abortion in their lifetime.?

The community has consistently, and overwhelmingly, supported the removal of abortion from the
Criminal Code. | urge you to support the Abortion Law Reform (Women's Right to Choose) Amendment
Bill 2016 to decriminalise abortion in Queensland.

The 2003 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) found that 81% of those surveyed believed a
woman should have the right to choose whether or not she has an abortion.? This report also found that
religious belief and support for legal abortion are not mutually exclusive, with 77% of those who identify
as religious also supporting a woman'’s right to choose.? A survey conducted by Auspoll in 2009 of over
1000 Queenslanders found that almost 4 out of 5 voters wanted the law changed so abortion is no
longer a crime.?

Unfortunately this area of health is surrounded by stigma and misleading inaccurate information,
particularly about the safety of abortion and its impact on women. The most common myths are that an
abortion will affect a woman’s future fertility, that it causes breast cancer and that there are long-lasting
psychological impacts of abortion. These myths have been debunked by experts below.

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) states
that serious complications after abortions are rare, and that mortality and serious morbidity occur less
commonly with abortions than with pregnancies carried to term.* Women who have an uncomplicated
termination are not at an increased risk of being infertile in the future.®

Around the world reproductive health and anti-cancer organisations have rejected any association
between abortion and an increased risk of breast cancer. This rejection is based on scientific
investigation; documented in reputable medical publications and has been endorsed by the World
Health Organisation.®

RANZCOG has reviewed the evidence on the psychological impact of abortion and concluded that
“psychological studies suggest that there is mainly improvement in psychological wellbeing in the short
term after termination of pregnancy [and that] there are rarely immediate or lasting negative
consequences.”’

It must be emphasised that the current emotive debate around “live births” and “abortions to nine
months” is entirely false and misleading. Currently terminations after 20 weeks gestation are rare, and
are usually due to extreme circumstances including domestic violence, diagnosis of fetal abnormality,
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inappropriate referrals, financial and geographic barriers. The report on pregnancy outcomes from
South Australia’s Department of Health in 2013 reports that 91.9% of abortions were performed within
the first 14 weeks of pregnancy, and only 2.% of the state’s terminations were performed at or over 20
weeks gestation.®

For some women their pregnancies have been diagnosed with severe health problems, largely those
deemed ‘incompatible with life’ — ie, they have no chance in resulting in the birth of a healthy baby.
Despite our best advances in medical care, there are conditions which are not treatable in newborns, as
explained by Dr. Carol Portmann, a maternal foetal medicine specialist: “Most, if not all, live births
following abortion procedures would be babies between 20 weeks and 22 weeks gestation, who stood

zero chance of survival out of the womb.”?
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expectations. This enquiry must be based on the views of experts working in the field with the best
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To: Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
RE: Abortion Law Reform (Women’s Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016.

Unplanned pregnancy and abortion are a reality of women’s lives. Termination of pregnancy is
estimated to be the outcome of around one in four pregnancies, and up to one in three women will
have an abortion in their lifetime.?

The community has consistently, and overwhelmingly, supported the removal of abortion from the
Criminal Code. | urge you to support the Abortion Law Reform (Women's Right to Choose) Amendment
Bill 2016 to decriminalise abortion in Queensland.

The 2003 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) found that 81% of those surveyed believed a
woman should have the right to choose whether or not she has an abortion.? This report also found that
religious belief and support for legal abortion are not mutually exclusive, with 77% of those who identify
as religious also supporting a woman'’s right to choose.? A survey conducted by Auspoll in 2009 of over
1000 Queenslanders found that almost 4 out of 5 voters wanted the law changed so abortion is no
longer a crime.?

Unfortunately this area of health is surrounded by stigma and misleading inaccurate information,
particularly about the safety of abortion and its impact on women. The most common myths are that an
abortion will affect a woman’s future fertility, that it causes breast cancer and that there are long-lasting
psychological impacts of abortion. These myths have been debunked by experts below.

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) states
that serious complications after abortions are rare, and that mortality and serious morbidity occur less
commonly with abortions than with pregnancies carried to term.* Women who have an uncomplicated
termination are not at an increased risk of being infertile in the future.®

Around the world reproductive health and anti-cancer organisations have rejected any association
between abortion and an increased risk of breast cancer. This rejection is based on scientific
investigation; documented in reputable medical publications and has been endorsed by the World
Health Organisation.®

RANZCOG has reviewed the evidence on the psychological impact of abortion and concluded that
“psychological studies suggest that there is mainly improvement in psychological wellbeing in the short
term after termination of pregnancy [and that] there are rarely immediate or lasting negative
consequences.”’

It must be emphasised that the current emotive debate around “live births” and “abortions to nine
months” is entirely false and misleading. Currently terminations after 20 weeks gestation are rare, and
are usually due to extreme circumstances including domestic violence, diagnosis of fetal abnormality,
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inappropriate referrals, financial and geographic barriers. The report on pregnancy outcomes from
South Australia’s Department of Health in 2013 reports that 91.9% of abortions were performed within
the first 14 weeks of pregnancy, and only 2.% of the state’s terminations were performed at or over 20
weeks gestation.?

For some women their pregnancies have been diagnosed with severe health problems, largely those
deemed ‘incompatible with life’ — ie, they have no chance in resulting in the birth of a healthy baby.
Despite our best advances in medical care, there are conditions which are not treatable in newborns, as
explained by Dr. Carol Portmann, a maternal foetal medicine specialist: “Most, if not all, live births
following abortion procedures would be babies between 20 weeks and 22 weeks gestation, who stood
zero chance of survival out of the womb.”?

The committee has a responsibility to ensure our laws reflect current community attitudes and
expectations. This enquiry must be based on the views of experts working in the field with the best

available evidence.

Yours sincerely,

wne PSSR, TGN Gizabeh Madohlay
Email address:

Postal address:

Phone number:

! The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Termination of pregnancy, A resource for
health professionals ‘Excellence in women’s health’ November 2005, p.2

2 K Betts “Attitudes to Abortion in Australia: 1972 to 2003” People and Place 22, 2004.

3 Queensland voters’ attitudes towards abortion Report prepared by Auspoll, May 2009. Polling commissioned by Children by
Choice and available online at www.prochoicegld.org.au/abortionfacts.

4 Public Health Association of Australia Women’s Health Special Interest Group Abortion in Australia: Public Health Perspectives
3rd edition, 2005. Available online at http://www.phaa.net.au/documents/phaa_abortion_kit.pdf.

5 The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Termination of Pregnancy: A resource for
health professionals November 2005. Available online at http://www.ranzcog.edu.au/womenshealth/pdfs/Termination-
ofpregnancy.pdf.

6 World Health Organisation Induced abortion does not increase the risk of breast cancer Fact Sheet 240, June 2000.
Reproduced on the Australian Women's Health Network website at http://www.awhn.org.au/content/view/27/76/#_edn1.

7 The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, Termination of Pregnancy: A resource for
health professionals November 2005. Available online at http://www.ranzcog.edu.au/womenshealth/pdfs/Termination-
ofpregnancy.pdf.

8 W Scheil, K Jolly, J Scott, B Catcheside, L Sage, R Kennare Pregnancy Outcome in South Australia 2013.

Adelaide: Pregnancy Outcome Unit, SA Health, Government of South Australia, 2015. Online at
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/62e89b004acalfd38486dc0b65544981/15116.1+Pregnanc
y+Outcomes+Report+A4-FINAL.pdf?MOD=AJPERES& CACHEID=62e89b004acalfd38486dc0b65544981.

? https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/live-births-after-abortion-misleading-queensland-legal-reform-debate-
says-specialist




Submission No. 880
Received 8 July 2016

To: Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
RE: Abortion Law Reform (Women's Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016.

Unplanned pregnancy and abortion are a reality of women’s lives. Termination of pregnancy is
estimated to be the outcome of around one in four pregnancies, and up to one in three women will
have an abortion in their lifetime.!

The community has consistently, and overwhelmingly, supported the removal of abortion from the
Criminal Code. | urge you to support the Abortion Law Reform (Women's Right to Choose) Amendment
Bill 2016 to decriminalise abortion in Queensland.

The 2003 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) found that 81% of those surveyed believed a
woman should have the right to choose whether or not she has an abortion.? This report also found that
religious belief and support for legal abortion are not mutually exclusive, with 77% of those who identify
as religious also supporting a woman'’s right to choose.? A survey conducted by Auspoll in 2009 of over
1000 Queenslanders found that almost 4 out of 5 voters wanted the law changed so abortion is no
longer a crime.?

Unfortunately this area of health is surrounded by stigma and misleading inaccurate information,
particularly about the safety of abortion and its impact on women. The most common myths are that an
abortion will affect a woman’s future fertility, that it causes breast cancer and that there are long-lasting
psychological impacts of abortion. These myths have been debunked by experts below.

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) states
that serious complications after abortions are rare, and that mortality and serious morbidity occur less
commonly with abortions than with pregnancies carried to term.* Women who have an uncomplicated
termination are not at an increased risk of being infertile in the future.®

Around the world reproductive health and anti-cancer organisations have rejected any association
between abortion and an increased risk of breast cancer. This rejection is based on scientific
investigation; documented in reputable medical publications and has been endorsed by the World
Health Organisation.®

RANZCOG has reviewed the evidence on the psychological impact of abortion and concluded that
“psychological studies suggest that there is mainly improvement in psychological wellbeing in the short
term after termination of pregnancy [and that] there are rarely immediate or lasting negative
consequences.”’

It must be emphasised that the current emotive debate around “live births” and “abortions to nine
months” is entirely false and misleading. Currently terminations after 20 weeks gestation are rare, and
are usually due to extreme circumstances including domestic violence, diagnosis of fetal abnormality,
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inappropriate referrals, financial and geographic barriers. The report on pregnancy outcomes from
South Australia’s Department of Health in 2013 reports that 91.9% of abortions were performed within
the first 14 weeks of pregnancy, and only 2.% of the state’s terminations were performed at or over 20
weeks gestation.®

For some women their pregnancies have been diagnosed with severe health problems, largely those
deemed ‘incompatible with life’ — ie, they have no chance in resulting in the birth of a healthy baby.
Despite our best advances in medical care, there are conditions which are not treatable in newborns, as
explained by Dr. Carol Portmann, a maternal foetal medicine specialist: “Most, if not all, live births
following abortion procedures would be babies between 20 weeks and 22 weeks gestation, who stood
zero chance of survival out of the womb.”®

The committee has a responsibility to ensure our laws reflect current community attitudes and
expectations. This enquiry must be based on the views of experts working in the field with the best
available evidence.
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To: Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee
RE: Abortion Law Reform (Women’s Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016.

Unplanned pregnancy and abortion are a reality of women’s lives. Termination of pregnancy is
estimated to be the outcome of around one in four pregnancies, and up to one in three women will
have an abortion in their lifetime.!

The community has consistently, and overwhelmingly, supported the removal of abortion from the
Criminal Code. | urge you to support the Abortion Law Reform (Women's Right to Choose) Amendment
Bill 2016 to decriminalise abortion in Queensland.

The 2003 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) found that 81% of those surveyed believed a
woman should have the right to choose whether or not she has an abortion.? This report also found that
religious belief and support for legal abortion are not mutually exclusive, with 77% of those who identify
as religious also supporting a woman'’s right to choose.? A survey conducted by Auspoll in 2009 of over
1000 Queenslanders found that almost 4 out of 5 voters wanted the law changed so abortion is no
longer a crime.?

Unfortunately this area of health is surrounded by stigma and misleading inaccurate information,
particularly about the safety of abortion and its impact on women. The most common myths are that an
abortion will affect a woman’s future fertility, that it causes breast cancer and that there are long-lasting
psychological impacts of abortion. These myths have been debunked by experts below.

The Rdyal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) states
that serious complications after abortions are rare, and that mortality and serious morbidity occur less
commonly with abortions than with pregnancies carried to term.* Women who have an uncomplicated
termination are not at an increased risk of being infertile in the future.®

Around the world reproductive health and anti-cancer organisations have rejected any association
between abortion and an increased risk of breast cancer. This rejection is based on scientific
investigation; documented in reputable medical publications and has been endorsed by the World
Health Organisation.®

RANZCOG has reviewed the evidence on the psychological impact of abortion and concluded that
“psychological studies suggest that there is mainly improvement in psychological wellbeing in the short
term after termination of pregnancy [and that] there are rarely immediate or lasting negative
consequences.”’

It must be emphasised that the current emotive debate around “live births” and “abortions to nine
months” is entirely false and misleading. Currently terminations after 20 weeks gestation are rare, and
are usually due to extreme circumstances including domestic violence, diagnosis of fetal abnormality,
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inappropriate referrals, financial and geographic barriers. The report on pregnancy outcomes from
South Australia’s Department of Health in 2013 reports that 91.9% of abortions were performed within
the first 14 weeks of pregnancy, and only 2.% of the state’s terminations were performed at or over 20
weeks gestation.®

For some women their pregnancies have been diagnosed with severe health problems, largely those
deemed ‘incompatible with life’ — ie, they have no chance in resulting in the birth of a healthy baby.
Despite our best advances in medical care, there are conditions which are not treatable in newborns, as
explained by Dr. Carol Portmann, a maternal foetal medicine specialist: “Most, if not all, live births
following abortion procedures would be babies between 20 weeks and 22 weeks gestation, who stood
zero chance of survival out of the womb.”®

The committee has a responsibility to ensure our laws reflect current community attitudes and
expectations. This enquiry must be based on the views of experts working in the field with the best
available evidence.
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