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From: Vivian Dray 

To:  Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee, 

whom I understand have been asked to consider the Abortion Law Reform 

Subject: Suggested Abortion Law Reform (Woman’s Right to Choose) Amendment Bill 2016 and 

accompanying explanatory notes 

Date: 27/06/2016 

 

I have serious concerns regarding Mr Pyne’s Submission and would like to address 
several points that were made: 
 

1. Reason for changing laws 
One of the reasons noted for setting this review in motion was that already 
women are sometimes threatening to abort their babies themselves if they can’t 
find someone to abort it for them. And also the fact was sited that doctors are 
already risking prosecution to perform abortion. 
 
I find this logic disturbing in that it uses breaking the law as a reason to 
decriminalize. If we were to follow this thought a little further we would find that 
other things currently considered a crime, need only be done on a regular basis 
by enough people to have it considered for annulment. Where is the justice if a 
law can be abolished simply because enough people are breaking the law 
already and ‘risking prosecution’. If we were to follow this logic in other areas of 
the law, we would have abolished speeding fines decades ago.  
 
To those of us who see a baby rather than a fetus, this looks more like trying to 
decriminalize the murder of innocent children. Even if the majority of people 
agreed it would still not make it just. 
 

2. Pulling out all stops to decide on a whim 
Mr Pyne says that “surely a young person should not have to ruin their young 
lives by proceeding with a pregnancy if they are not ready and their family and 
doctor think it is unadvisable”. 
 
This pulls out all stops and allows ANY reason for abortion to prevail. It leaves it 
open for mere whim to decide on whether or not a baby is convenient at this 
time. The time to decide on whether or not it is convenient was when the couple 
had sex. There is an element of responsibility in becoming a parent which we as 
a society must accept. 
 

3. Right of the mother vs right of the baby 
It was stated that abortion was a “Basic human right”. Is it? 
 
This implies that the baby has ZERO RIGHTS. Tell me what makes a woman 
more important than her child? How can any woman live with her conscience 
when she has killed her own child for any reason at all? The answer is that very 
few can. The mother herself faces the risk of emotional and psychological 
damage when her conscience is violated in this way. I have attached some 
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statistics regarding the effects on the mothers which can also be found at 
http://www.theunchoice.com/pdf/FactSheets/RecentResearch.pdf and are quite 
startling to note. 
 

4. Still an offence for others to kill the child 
Mr Pyne noted that “this would not repeal section 313, killing an unborn child, 
which makes it a crime to prevent a child being born alive by any act or omission 
of such a nature that if the child had been born alive and had then died, the 
person would have been deemed to have then unlawfully killed the child.” 
 
This makes no sense on any level. It would then be okay for a mother to kill her 
child but nobody else! The only person who has a “right” to kill a child is the one 
who is supposed to be the child’s greatest protector.  
 
The only difference then as to whether it is a criminal offense is the emotional 
state of the mother: does she WANT the child or does she not? If she wants it 
great, nobody can take it from her without landing up in jail. But if she doesn’t, 
nobody can hold her accountable.  
 

5. The law we ‘want’ vs the law we have 
It was stated that “there seems to be a real disconnect between what the law is, 
what people think it says and what people believe it should be.” 
 
I put it to you that the answer to the disconnect between the law we want and the 
law we have, is simply to obey the law we have. We cannot always have our own 
way when it means the death of someone else in order for us to have it.  
 

6. Protect the vulnerable 
I truly believe that it is possible to protect both the women and the children. We 
don’t need more ways to justify getting rid of children but practical help when 
these women find themselves pregnant and don’t feel that they can cope with the 
child for whatever reason. I want vulnerable women protected but helping them 
to kill their offspring is not helping them!  
I have already mentioned the psychological effects on the women but there is 
also a man involved in each case. Sometimes this person is a man who actually 
wants that child and yet has no choice in the matter. How does it affect these 
men? They are also vulberable. 
 

7. Effect on medical professionals 
It also talks about protecting the vulnerable medical profession “that are currently 
risking prosecution to assist them”. I am quite sure that there are also many 
medical professionals who have a conscience that tells them NOT to do this. 
Please do not allow this to become something that is mandatory for medical 
professions to take part in. Please don’t assume that referring them to someone 
else will keep their conscience clear because this is like hiring a hit man to keep 
yourself from feeling guilty.  
I used to work as a registered nurse and know without a doubt that if I had been 
put in that situation I would have felt no option but to leave the profession. I 
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would rather lose my job than take part in what I consider to be a gross injustice. 
You will lose many medical professionals if you allow this to happen. Medical 
professionals are already under a lot of stress and this may give a false sense of 
alleviation for those who agree with abortion but it will create huge added stress 
and guilt for those who are on the other side. 
 

8. Cost to the nation 
Mr Pyne’s submission states that this is “not anticipated to cause any increased 
costs to the state of Queensland”. I believe this is a false claim that does not 
consider the ongoing emotional and psychological effects on the mothers. It also 
does not consider the loss of medical staff where they might be pressured to 
perform abortions against their conscience and end up leaving. The stress in a 
relationship where the father actually wants the child but has no choice in the 
matter, will also put huge pressure on relationships no less than the pressure of 
having the child. Pressure on relationships also costs our society and affects the 
whole family. 
 
 

Thank you for considering my submission. Below is the data that I mentioned above.  
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Recent Research 
Abortion’s Harm to Women 
(http://www.theunchoice.com/pdf/FactSheets/RecentResearch.pdf) 
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