
Rae Hunter 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

I am writing because I am saddened to hear of the proposed changes to the abortion 

laws - particularly the changes that will apply to babies after 22 weeks gestation.  

 

To live in a state that will potentially legalise the killing of a perfectly healthy full term 

baby after two doctors give "consideration to the mother's physical, psychological 

and social circumstances" (Part 2, clause 6, 2 (b)), is abhorrent. 

 

I have seen my own grandson at this age on ultra sound perfectly formed and 

sucking his thumb in utero. The idea that he could be killed if his mother's social 

circumstances now make him inconvenient is tragic. He is a little human being and is 

recognised by the state by the need for a birth certificate after 20 weeks gestation.   

 

Babies of this age are known to feel pain.  If this Bill goes ahead will the babies be 

given aesthetic or pain relief? 

 

It is a horrendous thing to contemplate that in a civilized modern society we are 

going to legalise the killing of our own children - not for medical reasons or an 

emergency situation which the current law already allows for, but for social reasons.  

 

My other concern is for the health care workers that may be affected by the 

proposed changes. I worked as a nurse in the maternity ward of a public hospital 

2005 – 2010. I was on shift when a woman had an abortion at 20 weeks because the 
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