


 call the rangers instead and if I am lucky a team of people will turn up at taxpayer expense
 and 're-locate' the troublesome beast.

What has become of us that human life is considered beneath all of these examples?

As soon as behaviour is de-criminalized and turned into a licensed behaviour it not only
 becomes permitted but encouraged. Christians understand that the Law is powerless to
 save us, yet we are a nation governed by laws. These laws do not eliminate evil but they
 do exist to restrain it. They also send a strong signal as to what is important and good,
 versus dark and evil.

There is an understandable desire to ease the burden of women who are finding the
 prospect of a pregnancy and caring for a child untenable. That desire has matured into a
 mantra throughout much of Western Society that has 'rights' at its heart. There is little
 mention of the rights of the unborn particularly the female unborn with sex selective
 abortion likely to result if the proposed new laws go ahead.

Under the proposed legislation there are some concessions to people in the caring
 professions who do not want anything to do with an abortion but clearly those concessions
 do not go far enough. The view that abortion is primarily about the taking of life is to be
 replaced by the idea that abortion is about controlling fertility. This is Orwellian double-
speak of the worst kind. Moreover the life-time effects on women who choose this path are
 being ignored. Many women who have had an abortion regret it for the rest of their lives
 particularly if alternatives had been readily available at the time and specifically offered to
 her.

The emphasis should be on more resources to crisis counselling; improved pathways to
 adoption and improved help for women who choose to keep their babies. Moreover the
 males, the fathers need to be identified and encouraged or co-erced to 'man up' and take
 responsibility. For way too long our society has required that the girl or the woman
 shoulder the burden alone.

This should not be a matter of one side of politics vs another it should be something
 thrashed out and agreed by all sides. The debate needs to be reframed to start and end with
 the sanctity of life.

I appreciate that the proposed legislation has been arrived at after a long but directed
 process. Much more open and honest public consultation needs to take place before this
 legislation proceeds. It will be to our eternal shame if these provisions as presently
 proposed proceed. They are wrong-headed and will do more harm than good.

In Summary

       The Bill in its entirety should be thrown out

       Failing that the coercion to refer sections should be excised; Conscientious objection is
 just that requiring referral and forcing hospitals to perform procedures that violate their
 own charter is plainly WRONG.

Peter Young                       September 2018    

Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018 Submission No. 200

Page No. 2




