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s livel
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{|“FIERY wiry Aborig- Station and. In 1866. the
| imal | aﬁthoress . Kath township was taken over

o

iti-racial

hot, sand. of -a" side lzshaiad :he  Densyelent
vi — Asglum for Aged, w
:l%?{(ll aéislg‘l;l!;:‘vcgh by cared for about 1000 elder-

"3 . ly people untdl 1046,
the rich mineral con- “Tp o0 -
tent which is

the  years Dunwich was vir-
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,g"r(l')ves'are,in
P o by -the Queensland Gov- ;- bolic. . S .
1 Walker stood in the cmment  which estahy “! They were. plinted In
! ‘Benevolent gpn- ; c

-future livelthood for the

. mineral sands run‘out . , ,

+| lifeblood of this tiny,
- historic township on
Stradbroke Island in
"Brishane’s Moreton

tually deserted as lacal
Peouple noved to the
mainjand for work.
A few stayed .on
make a living from fisha
log and oysters. In 1948,

.- in tempo since 1867,
g

-8 virtua wn, As
Jobs Became avallable, is-

2o TR LR .8 new and then minor
4~ Kath” Walker, ths industry. moved to Dun-
| outspoken * champion of wich — sand mining. - -
Aboriginal rights and a L Walker says the
fighter . for ‘conservation |equ01" job  opportunities
[ long before the move- | rooteq by the sand min.
ment b@gﬂmg;_faﬂ!iomblg ing companies and:-the
was .on ‘her. home groun ;
and’ the: hoine. of her company housing schemes
forefathers — the Noo--
nuceal tribe:” .
" | { "She was talking-at her
- | charactexisitc * machine-
fun pace on her. three
iavarite topics — writing,
conservalion und integra..

atmosphere for integra-

“Here, every aopporiun-
ity is given to the island
people,” she said. .'

tion of Aberiginals. SLASH

- ‘Dunwich,” she ° said, PENE ol

s -t'the - only ]:laceh in :
‘| Australa - where .I have

? ound~complete: multi- . G.ROVES
" raciel harmony.” o o FOR .

And multi-racia ~the i \
-right ‘word for the 672 RESTORATION
adults - and 428 children ; .
in  this . sand-mining Mrs  Walker, ' who

marriages are the rule overnight when her' We
rather
tion. o o -5 Ay,

T The “people of Dim- “'semli-retfrement.”
wich, who. think -of- bew book;
themselves as islanders Dréamtime”
and call Brishane
mainland, are a bharmo-' 0 write the history of
nious mixture of Aborigl- Stradbroke, and she
nal, European, Portugese, hopes to establish a re-
Epanish, Pacific Island treat on the island fo

,lshed in 1864 .is in’

“Stradbroke
-will be ‘pub-

-Jo
-land families who left to

- 83nds run out, -Dunwich

.probably  will dwindle
-away {0 a small fishing
village. S e

have created the right].

- satisfied with the reha-

" .oned by the sand miners,

“-Dunwich are pleased.that
‘native’  island

township, ~where ‘mixed became nationally-known " being used to revegetate

than- the ‘excep- ‘Are " Coing was ﬁ“b‘i‘many former mined areas

- Her  DAVe prolific wild life.

the lMshed shortly, sne plans *

and Indian or Pakistani,
-Dunwich wes estah-
Hshed as n penal colany
end first port for Bris
bané in 1828. : o3

Jefty, which forms part
of the foundation of fo-
dsy’s jetty, and for about
20 "years they toiled .
towing cedar log rafts to
Dunwich by longboat.
The cedar was shipped
from Dunwich because
the mouth of the Bris-
bane River was silted up.
In 1842 the conviets
were. moved (o Brishane
and a Catholic mission
took over the buildings.
In 18% Dunwich
_became  thé - fuarantine

o
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Convicts built a stone

* writers and artists. i

“Stradbroke
time' i3 a collection of
legends and storles I
heard when I was little
— generally while I was
hiding near where the
men  talked,. hecause I
wasn't supposed to hear

_glem,” she said,

She is happy with the
way the sand miners are
rehabilitating . ---  their
mined areas but she is
critical of their past ef-
forts — especially their
plantation of slush pine
— and she is determined
that the unique fresh-
water lakes on the island
will. not be disturbed.

.© "Qur technique of ré-
, Dream-

- thistrict,

of

ut ttheA

8 WAy sym-

an_attempt -to” provide a

i{slanders ‘when. the

probably within 20 years.

The sand mining
which ‘started - in 1948
and has been increasing
ved

wich from beco

work in DRBrisbane re-
turned and settled.

When the -mineral

gramme has made acecess
to varlous parts of the
island easier for fisher-
men, bushwalkers and
scouts, who wuse com-
pany-built reads, and it
bas become popular with
weekend visitors.

The island people are
bilitation .methods ' devel-

_ Kath ‘'Walkey and other
community spokesmen at

scrub  is

hjined  areas,  Already,

Mines manager for
Assoclated Minerals Con-
sqlldated'mmited, Mr--G.

orris, said: “A-few years
alter we've gone, people
Wil not realiss we have

heen here, |

moving and stockpiling
the top- soll before we
mine - has
cesstul.;

“After mining, it fs re-|’

turned with all its natu-
ral humus -and
quick-cover  grass,

with prush to
wind erosion.

“When the grass has a
hold, we plant shrubsi.

and trees uative to the
lo
the  natural
These seedlings are grown
iy pur -
nurseries,”.

:isl_ash _pine

. The' sand mining 'x:am-1

-proved kuc-|:

seeds, )
fertilised and seeded for|
and|.
where necessary, covereg i
prevent) .

supplement }
growih,}

- ‘company)
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