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Dear Committee Secretary
Please find attached two documents for submission from the Uniting Church of Australia Queensland Synod to the
review of the Strengthening Community Safety Bill 2023.
Kind regards
Natalie Clements
 
Natalie Clements
Social Justice and Policy Coordinator 

Uniting Church in Australia
QUEENSLAND SYNOD
Legal Services

 

T: 07 3377 9926 |   ucaqld.com.au
F: 07 3377 9716 | GPO Box 674 Brisbane QLD 4001
 
Uniting in Christ | acting with love | living with hope | witnessing in faith | working for justice

Follow us:

The Synod office is located on Turrbal land.
 

Disclaimer
This message contains privileged and confidential information, intended only for the addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you must
not disseminate copy or take any action, or place any reliance on it. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately. Any views expressed in
this message are those of the individual sender, except where the sender specifically states them to be the views of the Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod. The
Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage, however caused, which may result directly or indirectly from this email or any
attachment. Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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Youth Justice Statement  

The Uniting Church Queensland Synod is concerned about media reporting on the issue of youth 

justice and the political responses to this issue. We recognise that there are significant community 

concerns related to youth crime and acknowledge the recent tragic loss of life of innocent people 

and the grief of all those affected. We share the concern for a society where criminal activity, 

especially by young people, is reduced and promote a vision of society of where all people may 

flourish and live without fear.  

The issues of youth justice are immensely complicated. Although we understand the desire for a 

quick solution to this problem, for a long lasting solution there needs to be a robust evidence-base in 

consultation with stakeholders who have the experience and expertise to inform appropriate 

responses. This includes the need to address the often complex issues involved in why children and 

young people offend. Addressing and reducing crimes committed by young people involves focusing 

on young people’s engagement with education, training and employment, and providing support for 

housing. Disability, mental health concerns, the impact of being in the statutory child protection 

system and the impact of trauma also require assessment and the provision of support.  

The Uniting Church in Queensland, through its agencies UnitingCare and Wesley Mission 

Queensland, is involved in the provision of support services to young people and families. The 

services provided by our agencies to Queensland families and young people coming into contact 

with police and the courts provides insight into drivers of offending by children and young people, 

and what works in practice with families, children and young people. Many children and young 

people who come into contact with the police and courts have family backgrounds that include: 

• Drug and alcohol misuse 

• Mental Health  

• Domestic and Family Violence  

• Intergenerational Trauma, Family Dynamics and Attachment 

• Neglect and Abuse 

• Limited access to social housing  

• Poor education 
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• Limited employment opportunities  

• Lack of social/family support and poor connection with community 

Within the Family Intervention space we are seeing higher rates of children being excluded from 

school or placed on reduced hours from as early as prep. Education Queensland data shows more 

than 1500 prep students, aged 5, were suspended in 2019 compared with 572 in 20131.We 

recognise that teachers are not equipped and/or adequately resourced to manage the trauma based 

behaviours of the children and young people and that more support is needed to enable children to 

fully engage in school. 

What works 

Children and families should be given every opportunity to grow and flourish and we should provide 

targeted interventions that reduce socio-economic disadvantage and improve outcomes in early 

childhood development. Intervention needs to be targeted at multiple levels. We need to intervene 

early and provide support to families who are at risk to ensure their health, wellbeing, safety and 

education needs are met, as well as providing more targeted, tailored and flexible supports for 

parents, children and families with more complex needs. There is strong evidence to support that 

investing in early prevention and intervention provides significant long term economic benefits.  

We know that being connected with community and culture provides us with a sense of belonging 

and is linked with improved mental health and wellbeing.  Children and young people need to feel 

socially connected and should have the opportunity to be involved in community sports, extra-

curricular activities, community groups, etc.  

We need to do things differently if we want to change the trajectory. We can do this by investing in 

strengthening services, reducing waitlist times for programs, making service delivery more flexible 

and offering education in a way that engages at-risk youth. For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples, extensive consultation and engagement should be sought, with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander community-led organisations guiding the way for local initiatives.  

Conclusion 

If we are able to address family issues at an early stage and provide therapeutic support for children, 

connect them with healthy community activities and engagement, then we have a better chance at 

reducing youth offending through early intervention. If we shift into a more punitive, shame based 

approach, it is likely that the criminal behaviour will become more entrenched. Alternatives to 

                                                           
1 Lynch, L. (2020). Queensland schools with most student suspensions revealed. Accessed on 21/02/21 at  

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/queensland/queensland-schools-with-most-student-suspensions-

revealed-20200818-p55mt5.html.  

      
   



Rev, Andrew Gunton

Moderator, Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod

Supported by:

Craig Barks

CEO, Wesley Mission QueenslandCEO, UnitingCare
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There is certainly a need for boundaries around and consequences for anti-social behaviour however 
these consequences need to be embedded In a trauma informed Justice system that is dedicated to 
breaking cycles of violence, addiction and socio-economic disadvantage rather than entrenching the 
disadvantage by stigmatising individuals or further marginalising at-risk youth. This will reduce the 
likelihood of the tragic loss of life that we have seen recently in Queensland.

managing offending by children and young people which are evidence-based and already 

implemented in Queensland should be expanded, such as restorative Justice conferencing, 

diversionary schemes, local community-led initiatives, and supervised community accommodation.
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Dear Committee Secretary,

Inquiry Into the Strengthening Community Safety Bill 2023

3.working justice

We are disappointed at the focus on detention as a solution, when research consistently shows that 
detention produces higher rates of recidivism than supportive, community-based interventions. In

Moderator 
Rev Andrew Gunton

The Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod (Queensland Synod) welcomes the opportunity to 
provide feedback to the Economic and Governance Committee on the Inquiry into the Strengthening 
Community Safety BUI 2023, The Queensland Synod is committed to contributing to services and 
programs aimed at prevention and early intervention for children and young people and their families, 
who are experiencing vulnerability and disadvantage. We are a general member of the national #Rais€ 
the Age alliance and the Queensland Raise the Age Leadership Group. Please find attached our Youth 
Justice Statement.

We are deeply concerned about the proposed youth justice reforms introduced to Parliament this 
week, Contrary to views presented in the media, crime data shows that there has been a decline in 
the size of the youth offender population in Queensland over the past two decades. We are also 
surprised at the lack of consultation with experts including First Nations communities, to inform the 
changes to youth justice laws in Queensland. We ask the Committee to advocate interventions that 
are evidence based long-lasting solutions, rather than a reaction to the highly-publicised perceived 
need for a 'stronger* response.

Committee Secretary
Economics and Governance Committee
Parliament House
George Street
Brisbane Qld 4000

Particularly concerning is the removal of protections for young people contained in the Queensland 
Human Rights Act Despite this unprecedented removal, Queensland has obligations to promote and 
protect the human rights of young people under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child to which Australia is a signatory. These obligations include that detention must be a used only 
as a mechanism of last resort.
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Attachment: Youth Justice Statement
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The Queensland Synod would welcome future opportunities to discuss this submission further. Should 
you require any more information, I can be contacted onHH||||||||||||,

Rev Andrew Gunton
Moderator, Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod

If we address family issues at an early stage and provide evidence-based, therapeutic, flexible, and 
innovative support for children, we have a better chance of reducing youth offending and increasing 
the wellbeing and security of the whole community rather than entrenching the disadvantage through 
incarceration which marginalises and traumatises at-risk youth.

addition, there is a lack of action to immediately address the conditions for youth offenders in 
detention.

The Uniting Church in Australia 
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Yours sincerely,




