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EGC

From:

Sent: Tuesday, 13 March 2018 4:26 PM

To: EGC; Annastacia Palaszczuk; Jacklyn Trad

Subject: Rehabilitation Bill not up to scratch

To the Economics and Governance Committee, 

Please accept this as a submission on the Mineral and Energy Resources (Financial Provisioning) Bill 2018 

(MERFP). 

In the lead-up to the 2017 election, Queensland Labor made mine rehabilitation a major plank of its 

environmental platform and committed to supporting: 

“A requirement that all land disturbed by mining activities is rehabilitated to a safe and stable landform that 

does not cause environmental harm and is able to sustain an approved post-mining land use”[1]. 

However, the MERFP Bill contains loopholes which will allow the worst failings of the current system to 

continue – mining giants will still be able to leave final pit voids, waste dumps and tailing dams un-

rehabilitated, effectively sterilising these areas in perpetuity. 

We’re writing to ask that Labor delivers on its election promises and amends the Bill to ensure that it: 

1. Prohibits all pit voids and requires that all mine sites must be backfilled to reduce environmental risk 

and to approximate the original landform. 

2. Removes provisions to allow companies to leave un-rehabilitated areas on the grounds of cost or that 

environmental impacts are only “local”. 

Yours sincerely,  
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