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Chapter 3A Managing Conflicts of Interest 

This submission relates to proposed amendments to Chapter 3A Managing conflicts of 
interest . The amendment responds to the Queensland's Crime and Corruption Commission 
(CCC) report into Deputy Premier Jackie Trad's ownership of a house in the cat chment area 
of t he proposed Cross River Ra il, for which she was the responsible M inist er. The CCC's 
assessment was that there was no evidence a criminal offence had been committed. 
However, the CCC did outline its role in preventing corruption and recommended 
Parliament create a criminal offence if a Cabinet Member does not declare a conflict of 
interest 'that does, or may conflict, with their abil ity to discharge the ir responsib ilies'. 

Though I understand the political imperative for members of Parliament to uncritically 
adopt the recommendation, l believe the recommendation by the CCC was flawed and the 
adoption of the recommendation will unnecessarily crim inalise a convention. 

The nature of conventions 

As Westminst er-style Parliaments, all Australian state and territory governments, as well as 
the Commonwealth, have adopted a range of conventions to manage the process of 
Cabinet. Conflict of interest provisions is a sub-set of the Ca bi net conventions. 

Conventions are an integral part of Westminster style democracies and have evolved to add 
detail to political practice, particularly around.Parliament and Cabinet . 

They are designed to form a restraint on the abuse of power by the government th rough 
'ru les of behaviour' in areas where the Constitution is silent. Two main characteristics of 
conventions is that they are not legally binding and since they are not subject to judicial 
interpretation are flexible to evolve in response to changing circumstances and polit ical 
values. 
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