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Your Ref: 

SUBMISSION ON THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORAL (IMPLEMEN TING STAGE 2 OF BELCARRA) 

AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019 

After consideration of the Bill we wish to make the following comments and observations regarding 
the proposed amendments as outline in the Bill the Committee is considering. 

First ly, no objections are raised regarding the proposed amendments arising from the Belcarra 
report, in fact the majority of these are supported. Likewise, there are no objections to many of the 
changes proposed regarding the electoral arrangements. However, the changes we have concerns 
about and the reasons for these concerns are detailed below . 

1. Full Preferential Voting 

We propose the retent ion of the existing Optional Preferential Voting system. 

While the stated objective was to bring the voting system in line with the State and Federal 
electoral systems there are fundamenta l differences. One of the major ones being that very few 
Loca l Governments operate on a Party-Politica l basis. In fact, Brisbane City is the only one which 
operates in a similar way to the State and Federal system. 

In the State and Federal systems, the electors large ly vote on party political lines. The elector in 
these jurisdictions, often has limited or no knowledge about the candidate themselves, they are 
aware of the policies and underlying philosophy of the va rious parties and cast their vote 
accordingly. In the Local Government arena this is not the case and the electors are often unaware 
of what the individua l candidates stand for and even if they wished to do so, accessing this 
information is often very difficult . 

This makes it very difficult for the elector to allocate preferences to all the candidates. By having 
Optional Preferential Voting, it allows the electors to indicate their preferences to the candidates 
they know of, or about, and not cast any vote for those they don't. 

If Full Preferential Voting is int roduced the number of electors who simply follow how-to-vote cards 
will increase at the expense of a genuine democratic process reflecting the true views of the 
electorate. 



        

                 

            
               
               

      

              
                  
              

    

   

                
                

                  
               

       

                 
                   

              
     

                
             

               
                 

               
                

            
               

       

                 
               
              

                
                  
                

                  
              

   

                   
                 

                   
                 

     

Local Government Electoral (Implementing Stage 2 of Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 Submission No. 004



Local Government Electoral (Implementing Stage 2 of Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 

Committee Secretary, Economics and Governance Committee 

Submission No. 004 

Page 3 

<Submission on the Local Government Electoral (Implementing Stage 2 of Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bi/12019 

While electors are legally required to complete the ballot papers by close of voting on Election day 
this is not always done and the opportunity to affect the results by voting after the close of polls 
exists, in fact anecdotal information is available that this has occurred. 

Given the dates of Local Government elections are fixed, the ability to call for postal vote 
applications can be brought forward without an issue. By making the closing date two weeks before 
the Election day gives all electors the opportunity to receive their ballot papers, complete them and 
return them before Polling day. 

We are aware that t here are further Local Government Electoral reforms being considered and we 
have concerns regarding these, however as they are not specifically included in this Bill they have 
not been addressed. In addition, the Department of Local Government, Racing and Multicultural 
Affairs have indicated proposed changes to the Local Government Regulations which we have 
concerns with, again we have not addressed these here as they are not included in the Bill. 

Yours sincerely 

PETER FRANKS 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 




