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Detail of concerns 
 
Our review of the consultation bill has found considerable ambiguity exists and there is a lack 
of clarity about activities planners undertake in their day-to-day role.  
 
Within Section 42(a)(v) of the consultation bill, lobbying activity includes communications to 
influence a decision relating to the making of a decision about planning or the giving of a 
development approval under the Planning Act 2016.  
 
It is considered that activities undertaken by planners are intended to be excluded under 
Section 43 (i) and (k) of the consultation bill (and other provisions to a lesser extent). However, 
planning is not explicitly specified in Section 43 (k), despite other professions such as 
accounting, architectural, engineering and legal services being specified. This is despite 
planning being one of the only professions listed within Section 42 What is lobbying activity.  
 
Meetings with government representatives about planning matters are an intrinsic part of a 
planner’s day-to-day role. Planners are regularly called upon and required to provide 
professional and technical advice to government representatives. Planners are best placed to 
provide this professional advice, due to our specialised training, expertise in urban and 
regional planning, and project management responsibilities in planning and development 
projects. Planners who are members of PIA are also bound by a professional code of conduct.  
The timing at which a planners’ advice is required to be provided to different government 
representatives can vary from application to application, project to project.   
 
Considerable ambiguity and concern exists with the inclusion of “…in the ordinary course of…” 
within Section 43 (i) and (k) of the consultation bill. Whilst the Planning Act 2016 (and other 
Acts which planning applications are made under such as the Economic Development Act 
2012) contain a statutory process for which applications are assessed and decided, these 
statutory processes do not include guidance on timing for government meetings. Based on 
the strict interpretation of the Planning Act 2016 and related Council assessment pathways, 
communications with government representatives ‘in the ordinary work of planning’ would be 
accepted to be a pre-lodgement meeting with Council officials talking about the proposed 
project and seeking technical feedback. However, ad hoc communications and meetings with 
Council officers, State government officers, local Councillor, State MP or Minister are often a 
required part of the planning process, however may not be a standard ‘step’ in the statutory 
process or considered to be in the ordinary course of each project. These are required on a 
case-by-case basis, the circumstances for which pertain to the specific nature of the 
application or project, and are required to ensure timely and accurate technical and 
professional planning advice is provided to inform the assessment process.   
 
Recommended amendments to draft bill 
 
To resolve these concerns, it is recommended that: 
 

1. Town Planners be specifically referenced in the example within section 43 (k) to 
remove any doubt that this exclusion applies to planning. This explicit reference 
within the exclusion is requested on the basis that planning is specifically 
referenced in section 42 (a) (v) as a lobbying activity. It is noted that this was 
previously suggested by a previous Integrity Commissioner in relation to the similar 
clause in the existing legislation. 
 

 






