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point out that while the “acute” problems of poor ventilation are likely to be more serious in coal mines 

(esp methane explosions), the “chronic” problems of poor ventilation are likely to have a relatively 

similar risk profile in both industries (coal workers or silica pneumoconiosis, lead and toxic metals). 

• Sufficiently resourced and qualified Inspectorate using an in-depth targeted audit system. The 

Inspectorate in Queensland should have its own in-house mine ventilation specialist. The Inspectorate 

should have a well-targeted and in-depth audit program. 

• Suitable up-to-date Guidelines or Codes of Practice to facilitate compliance with the Act and 

Regulations. There are already many excellent government guidelines (Qld and other Australian states) 

and government-issued self-audit tools covering many underground mine ventilation and ventilation-

related topics in Australia (including fires, diesel emissions including particulate matter, egress and 

entrapment, etc); unfortunately, there is also duplication and contradiction between States in some of 

these guidelines which is nonsensical given that operating a safe and healthy mine ventilation system 

is independent of the location. I would urge the regulators to develop a national standard set of 

compliance guidelines, even if these do need some internal qualifications within them to deal with 

specific differences in regulations between the various states. The need for these Guidelines is 

especially important in non-coal mines either where the mines are very small or where the ventilation-

related risks may be low. In both cases, following an approved guideline should be a faster, cheaper, 

more effective and more reliable way to achieve the objectives of the Act and Regulations. 

Figure 1 Coal (page 21) 
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Sincerely, 

   

 

Dr D J (Rick) Brake 
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