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Education, Employment and Small Business Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 

Dear Committee Secretary, 

Re: Submissions of the AMIEU in relation to the Criminal Code and Other Legislation (Wage 
Theft) Amendment Bill 2020 

I am writing to provide the Education, Employment and Small Business Committee with the views 
of the AMIEU regarding the proposed changes to legislation arising from the Committee's 2018 
inquiry into wage theft. 

The Australasian Meat Industry Employees' Union represents employees in the meat industry, 
including the meat processing, meat manufacturing, meat retailing, and poultry processing sectors. 
The AMIEU has seen, over the past decade, increasing use made by employers of large numbers 
of temporary migrant workers, typically by way of labour hire arrangements. Such arrangements 
provide unscrupulous operators with an effective vehicle for wage theft, combined with a workforce 
that is vulnerable to exploitation. Some such operations provide clear examples of wage theft, in 
that they operate on a business model, the profitability of which depends upon paying employees 
less than their legal entitlements. 

The AMIEU participated in the hearings conducted by the committee in the course of the Wage 
Theft Inquiry, and supports the Government's decision to enact legislative change as part of its 
overall response to the issue. 

The AMIEU is, of course, also an affiliate of the Queensland Council of Unions. The AMIEU is 
aware that the Queensland Council of Unions is preparing submissions in relation to the proposed 
legislative changes also. Representatives of the AMIEU were involved in discussions with the 
QCU regarding the content of those submissions, and is aware generally of their tenor. 

Accordingly, the AMIEU would like to endorse the submissions made by the QCU to the 
Committee, as well as make some brief additional observations about the proposed legislative 
response. 

Rockhampton: 

Regional Offices 

178 Quay Street 
Rockhampton Q 4700 
Telephone: (07) 4922 4336 
Facsimile: (07) 4922 5984 
Email: 
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