
CWPSC Inquiry into occupational respirable dust issues Submission no. 018 

'

Queensland 
Law Society 

Law Society House, 179 Ann Street, Brisbane Qld 4000, Australia 

GPO Box 1785, BrisbaneQld 4001 I ABN33423 389 441 
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Committee Secretary 
Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis Select Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000 

By email: cwpsc@parliament.gld.gov.au 

Dear Committee Secretary 

Office of the President 

Our ref (KB/ACT) 

Coal Workers' Pneumoconlosls (CWP) ·Other Occupational Respirable Dust Issues 
(Extended Terms of Reference) 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis 
Select Committee ("Committee"). 

The Queensland Law Society ("Society"), in carrying out its central ethos of advocating for 
good law and good lawyers, endeavours to be an honest, independent broker delivering 
balanced, evidence-based comment on matters which impact not only our members, but also 
the broader community. Many of our members have first-hand experience in assisting those 
who suffer from the devastating effects of pneumoconiosis. We believe that it is essential that 
appropriate action be taken to address the cause and impacts of this disease. 

To that end, the Society has been participating in the Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis 
Stakeholder Reference Group which has developed proposals to address the difficulties in the 
diagnosis of coal workers' pneumoconiosis ("CWP") and the rehabilitation and compensation 
afforded to workers suffering from this disease and similar diseases. 

This group has reported its work to the Committee and draft legislation has now been 
introduced into Parliament as the Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation (Coal Workers' 
Pneumoconiosis) Amendment Bill 2017. This bill was referred to the Finance and 
Administration Committee for further consideration and accordingly, we will direct our specific 
comments about the bill to that committee. 

In respect of this inquiry, we would like to respond to some of the recommendations in the 
"Black Lung White Lies: Inquiry into the re-identification of Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis in 
Queensland" (the "Report") prepared by this Committee. Firstly, we thank the Committee for 
their work on this report. It is an important document for the health and safety of 
Queenslanders. 

I qls .com.au 
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Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis (CWP) - Other Occupational Respirable Dust Issues 
(Extended Terms of Reference) 

a) the introduction of a medical examination process, with costs to be borne by 
insurers, for former or retired coal workers who have concerns that they may have 
CWP or CMDLD and who retired or left the mining Industry prior to the commencement 
of the proposed new provisions of the Coal Workers' Health Scheme for retired miners 

b) statutory clarification that a worker with CWP or CMDLD who experiences disease 
progression can apply to reopen their workers' compensation claim to access further 
benefits under the workers' compensation scheme 

c) enhanced rehabilitation (Including, where appropriate, pulmonary rehabilitation) and 
return to work programs for those diagnosed with CWP or CMDLD, to assist them back 
Into suitable alternative employment 

d) the alignment of the workers' compensation scheme with proposed new 
arrangements for the Coal Workers' Health Scheme. 

We note that recommendations 62(a) and (b) have now been incorporated into the Workers' 
Compensation and Rehabilitation (Coal Workers' Pneumoconiosis) Amendment Bill 2017. We 
are pleased that the proposed amendments have been broadened to cover pneumoconiosis 
generally. 

Recommendation 68 

The committee recommends that there be established, as a statutory committee of the 
parliament, a Committee on Public Administration. The committee Is to have the power 
to Investigate matters of public administration, on its own motion or on reference from 
the Assembly. The committee is to consist of three members nominated by the Leader 
of the House and three members nominated by the Leader of the Opposition. The 
committee is to have the power to call for persons, documents and other items. 

Again, the Society welcomes further details of this committee, its functions and powers. This 
recommendation is clearly very broad-reaching, and like a number of the Committee's 
recommendations, has implications that extend well beyond the immediate issue of managing 
the risk of CWP and other dust diseases. It is important that these broader considerations are 
fully considered prior to adoption. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to make a submission to this inquiry. If you have any 
queries regarding the contents of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact our Policy 
Solicitors, Vanessa Krulin on or Kate Brodnik on 

Yours fa it.b1u!lv 

Chf~myth 
~sldent 
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