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PUBLIC HEARING – 14 December 2016‐ Tieri 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Joe Barber, Site Safety and Health Representative, Oaky North Mine 
 
Mr McMILLAN: You gave an example that Kerrod confirmed as well during your evidence earlier 
about a worker who was in the tailgate after the shearer started its work and had to feel his way out 
along the ribs. Did you see that happen? Were you there?  
Mr Barber: No, I did not, but I interviewed the guy and we have documented evidence of that at work.  
Mr McMILLAN: As the SSHR you interviewed the guy who—  
Mr Barber: Yes. You have to deal in facts. You do not want fiction. The facts were that he had to feel 
his way out and he had no dust mask on. He was subject to whatever was coming out of that block of 
coal at the time… 

 
Mr McMILLAN: As the bloke emerged from the dust, did the production stop and everyone 
have a meeting about how that occurred at that time as far as you know?  
Mr Barber: Why would production stop?  
Mr McMILLAN: Was he removed from the working environment immediately?  
Mr Barber: Once he came out of the tailgate, he just went on with his normal duties. I have 
full documentation of the whole incident.  
Mr McMILLAN: All right.  

1. CHAIR: Can you provide that documentation to us?  
Mr Barber: If you wish to have the documentation—not here today—  
CHAIR: No.  
Mr Barber: I could get it for you—the actual transcript that comms wrote over from the 
conversation, ‘Why did you start it up? I was still in there.’  
Mr CRAWFORD: Is that all recorded by the company?  
Mr Barber: That is recorded, yes. I actually got photocopies of the whole incident.  
CHAIR: If you could provide that, we would be very grateful. Pp 9 - 10 
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