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From:

Sent: Wednesday, 30 June 2021 9:28 AM

To: Greenslopes Electorate Office

Cc: Community Support and Services Committee; Minister for Communities and
Housing

Subject: To Community Support and Services Committee (CC my local MP): Submission on

the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and the Residential Tenancies and
Rooming Accommodation (Tenants' Rights) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
2021

Dear Joseph Kelly MP,

Dear the Community Support and Services Committee, cc my local MP -

I'd like to comment on both the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and the Residential Tenancies and
Rooming Accommodation (Tenants' Rights) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021.

I’d also like to take this opportunity to share something with you: a snapshot of what it’s like to rent in Queensland.

I've entered a previous residential address as this was the residence | had most troubles with. The roof was
constantly leaking into my bedroom with the owner carrying out their own short cut repairs in between episodes of
water leaking into my room. Any breakages that were a result of general wear of the aged property (eg- a
mismatched glass panel that slid out and broke of it's own accord from not fitting properly) were made the
responsibility of us tenants. When enquiring into a mismatched glass panel we were told to look into a local glass
company and that it "shouldn't be too expensive". Any calls to the private owner couple were taken by the husband
but their wife could easily be heard in the background making extremely unprofessional remarks regarding us
tenants as being an inconvenience. We were paying around 375 a week for a VERY aged property and weren't
entitled to basic maintenance that the landlord would typically organize to be carried out. They were thankful fo

r the thorough cleaning job we had performed at the end of lease but dealing with them day to day was very
difficult.

In its current form, the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 will do little to improve my situation as one of the
1.8 million renters in Queensland. While this bill may be palatable to the real estate lobby, it completely disregards
my experience as a renter.

While I'm pleased that the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill includes positive provisions for renters experiencing
domestic and family violence, it contains little other reforms of substance for renters.
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| urge the Queensland Government to take this opportunity to amend this bill and to implement real rental reforms
that will make renting in Queensland affordable, secure and fair.

It’s crucial that rental reforms in Queensland include:

- A genuine end to ‘no grounds’ evictions — providing tenants with long-term security in their homes without the risk
of an unfair eviction at the end of their lease

- Allowing tenants to make minor modifications, like hanging picture frames or installing furniture safety anchors

- Areal ban on rent bidding — banning agents and property owners from accepting amount above the advertised
rent for a property

- Expanding minimum standards to include ventilation, cleanliness and insulation

- Stopping unreasonable rent increases by tying rent increases to general inflation (CPI)
- Ensuring prospective tenants have fair and honest information about the property

- Banning inappropriate or discriminatory questions by lessors

- Make it easier for tenants to have pets — by flipping the onus on property owners/agents to demonstrate why it’s
unreasonable for a tenant to have pet

These provisions are included in the Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation (Tenants' Rights) and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. | urge the government to either support the Tenants’ Rights Bill, or amend
its own bill to provide real protections for renters.

Yours sincerely,
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To learn more about Do Gooder visit
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dogooder.co%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%
7Ccssc%40parliament.qld.gov.au%7Cc0da99d9521a406f898d08d93b5582a4%7C234f33¢c1f5a34c5d8628a50c061ce0
55%7C0%7C0%7C637606060718424007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzli
LCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=mzjmjhmf8TMZB7c1JWejdtLrD4S70aEUGV11f2zcA%2Fo
%3D&amp;reserved=0

To learn more about web protocol RFC 3834 visit:
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftools.ietf.org%2Fhtm|%2Frfc3834&amp;data
=04%7C01%7Ccssc%40parliament.qgld.gov.au%7Cc0da99d9521a406f898d08d93b5582a4%7C234f33c1f5a34¢c5d8628
a50c061ce055%7C0%7C0%7C637606060718434007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey)WIjoiMCAwLjAwWMDAILCIQ
ljoiV2luMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwilLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=Nz%2FHOIHMRSUIIZ%2Far%2FLIWIu9MqlllsZ
jt%2FTVrPistkA%3D&amp;reserved=0





