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From: e

Sent: Thursday, 3 March 2022 6:53 AM
To: Community Support and Services Committee
Subject: Objection to Extension of the Public Health and Other Legislation (Extension of

Expiring Provisions) Amendment Bill 2022 to 31 October 2022

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I write to express my objection to an Extension of the Public Health and Other Legislation (Extension of
Expiring Provisions) Amendment Bill to 31 October 2022, which is currently being considered by the
Queensland Parliament Community Support and Services Committee.

I understand that the purpose of the Bill is to:

« further extend the operation of essential public health measures implemented to facilitate
Queensland’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic

« extend amendments to the Corrective Services Act 2006, Disaster Management Act
2003 and Mental Health Act 2016 to support the public health response.

Based on the Queensland Government COVID-19 updates highlighted below, the serious of the
emergency has recently been de-escalated as a result of high vaccination rates, plus natural
immunity being strengthened through the large amount of people catching the Omicron strain of
the virus, which fortunately has resulted in milder symptoms than previous variants:

¢ From 6pm AEST Friday 4 March 2022 restrictions will ease for face masks and other public
health and social measures.

* Requirements for businesses to collect contact information using the Check In Qld app have
changed.

Currently, the Prime Minister Scott Morrison has COVID-19 and 1s continuing to perform his role
n isolation, with confidence despite having flu-like symptoms and a fever.

My biggest concern is that an Extension of the Public Health and Other Legislation (Extension of
Expiring Provisions) Amendment Bill 2022 to 31 October 2022 will allow the Queensland
Government to continue to mandate vaccinations in workplaces at a time when restrictions are being
lifted in the community, as a result of the risks now being lower.

I draw your attention to a question asked in parliament on 22 February 2022 from Mr Shane Knuth MP:

MR S KNUTH ASKED PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR THE OLYMPICS (HON A
PALASZCZUK) With reference to the start of the vaccination mandate there has been 530,040 new
cases of Covid at an average of 8,031 new cases per day, yet those who are unvaccinated has fallen
from 16.4 percent to 9.4 percent. As the spread of Covid does not distinguish between those who are
vaccinated and those who are unvaccinated— Will the Premier immediately withdraw this
destructive and ineffective vaccination mandate?

In Mr Shane Knuth's speech in Parliament on 23 February 2022 at 2.47pm, he states:
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Mr KNUTH (Hill—KAP) (2.47 pm): | rise today to speak about the vaccine mandate introduced by this government in
December last year. In my 18 years of parliament | never thought | would see another government segregation
policy that again marginalises a section of our society. | highlight the scare campaign of this government. For
months, the state government has been contradicting itself and shifting the goalposts. We were told that
Queenslanders would be safe if fully vaccinated. Then they told us the virus was hunting down the unvaccinated.
Then they told us the virus is now hunting down the unboosted. Now we have been told that a fourth shot may be

required by the end of the year.
The mandate should never have been introduced. All it has achieved is isolation of the hospitality industry, health

waorkers, teachers, the closing of business, putting people out of work and dividing families and friends.

| point out that every death, whether COVID related or not, is tragic; however, the latest Australian Bureau of
Statistics information released last week puts it in perspective. Over the 22 months of COVID,273,901 Australians
died; however, of these deaths only 2,639 people were COVID related with 92 percent of these having three serious
underlying conditions. Some 100,000 people died of cancer; 32,000died of heart disease; 30,000 died of Alzheimer’s
and dementia; and 10,000 died of diabetes. COVID related deaths represent fewer than one per cent of the total
deaths in Australia over the past22 months. The median age of COVID related deaths was 81 years for men and 86
years for women.

Both are above our national average life span. Far more people died from the flu than COVID. We had2,639 COVID
deaths over 22 months. However, over a period of 12 months in 2019, 4,124 people died of the flu. That is a far
worse death toll. All this information can be found by anyone on the ABS website.
The vaccination mandate commenced in Queensland on 17 December 2021 when we had 2,227 cases and a fully
vaccinated status of 83.6 per cent. Just over two months later COVID cases in the state had jumped to 532,273, with
a fully vaccinated status of 90.6 per cent. Since the mandate started in Queensland, Queensland has averaged 8,031
new cases per day. During the same period, the number in the state who are unvaccinated has fallen from 16.4 per
cent to 9.4 per cent, yet we have recorded 530,000 new cases.

My point is this: we have exiled the unvaccinated from society and restricted their movements yet COVID has rapidly
spread throughout the state. Who is spreading the virus? It is very clear that the spread of the virus does not
discriminate between those who are vaccinated and those who are not.

This data clearly shows that the mandate is a complete waste of time and has made zero difference to stopping the
spread of COVID through the state. In fact, this government has worsened the state’s health response by standing
down 4,000 of our highly trained health workers when the mandate was introduced. We have also lost specialised
staff in aged care and home care services which has left many of our sick, elderly and disabled helpless.

A massive amount of resources has been wasted in policing businesses, cafes, pubs and takeaways to enforce a

mandate that is unnecessary, highly destructive and ineffective. Instead of a mandate we should be focused on

putting all our resources towards protecting and providing care to the sick, the frail, the disabled and the elderly. |

call on the Premier to immediately end the mandate for all Queenslanders so we can get back to some form of

normality and sanity.

I totally agree with the evidence and arguments provided above by Mr Shane Knuth PM.
Regards,

Alex Davison
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