
Dear Sir/Madam 

The Purpose of this submission is to speak about the vaccine mandate introduced by this 

government.  I DO NOT want and OBJECT to the Extension of the Emergency Bill (until 31st 

October 2022). The COVID crises is over. Many countries have dropped all mandates and have 

returned to normal life. The UK and many European countries have dropped their mandates, 

the Supreme Court in the US has deemed them unconstitutional and this week even in NZ their 

high court has got rid of mandates. The period of fear and propaganda is finished as people 

wake up to the fact that 99.9% of the population have nothing to fear. We DO NOT want or 

need an extension to the Emergency Bill. I highlight the scare campaign of this government, 

for months the state government has been contradicting itself and shifting the goalposts. We 

were told that Queenslanders would be safe if fully vaccinated. Then they told us the virus was 

hunting down the unvaccinated. Then they told us the virus is now hunting down the un-

boosted. Now we have been told that a fourth shot may be required by end of year. Not only 

that you have broken up families and segregated people from sections of our society even 

though we are all the same HUMAN BEINGS!!  

The mandate should never have been introduced. All it has achieved is isolation of the 

hospitality industry, health workers, teachers, the closing of business, putting people out of 

work and dividing families and friends.  

I point out that every death, whether COVID related or not, is tragic; however, the latest 

Australian Bureau of Statistics information released last week puts it in perspective. Over the 

22 months of COVID, 273,901 Australians died; however, of these deaths only 2, 639 people 

were COVID related with 92 percent of these having three serious underlying conditions. Some 

100,000 people died of Cancer; 32,000 died of Heart Disease; 30,000 died of Alzheimer’s and 

Dementia; and 10,000 died of diabetes. COVID related deaths represent fewer than one per 

cent of the total deaths in Australia over the past 22 months. The median age of COVID related 

deaths was 81 years for men and 86 years for women.  

Both are above our national average life span. Far more people died from the flu than COVID. 

We had 2,639 COVID deaths over 22 months. However, over a period of 12 months in 2019, 

4, 124 people died of the Flu. That is far worse death toll. All this information can be found by 

anyone on the ABS website.  

The vaccination mandate commenced in Queensland on 17 December 2021 when we had 2,227 

cases and a fully vaccinated status of 83.6 per cent. Just over two months later COVID cases 
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in the state had jumped to 532, 273, with a fully vaccinated status of 90.6 per cent. Since the 

mandate started in Queensland, Queensland has averaged 8,031 new cases per day. During the 

same period, the number in the state who are unvaccinated has fallen from 16.4 per cent to 9.4 

per cent, yet we have recorded 530, 000 new cases.  

My point is this, we have exiled the unvaccinated from society and restricted their movements 

yet COVID has rapidly spread throughout the state. Who is spreading the virus? It is very clear 

that the spread of the virus DOES NOT discriminate between those who are vaccinated and 

those who are not.  

This data clearly shows that the mandate is a complete waste of time and has made zero 

difference to stopping the spread of COVID through the state. In fact, this government has 

worsened the state’s health response by standing down 4,000 of our highly trained health 

workers when the mandate was introduced. We have also lost specialised staff in aged care and 

home care services which has left many of our sick, elderly and disabled helpless.  

A massive amount of resources has been wasted in policing businesses, cafes, pubs and 

takeaways to enforce a mandate that is unnecessary, highly destructive and ineffective. Instead 

of a mandate we should be focused on putting all our resources towards protecting and 

providing care to the sick, the frail, the disabled and the elderly. According to budget review 

on social security and welfare, in 2020 new start, jobseeker payment rose by 97.5%. $28.2 

billion spent on COVID virus measures, we cannot afford to use the pretence of COVID to 

keep the economy stalled. We need to move on, drop mandates, drop density limits for small 

business, let everyone get back to their job. I call on the Premier to immediately end the 

mandate for all Queenslanders so we can get back to some form of normality and sanity.  

 

Sincerely  

Hank Van Veldhuizen  
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