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Social isolation can occur across all age groups and genders in Pormpuraaw. This can escalate if a
person identifies as LGBTIQ. It can also escalate with age, with loneliness becoming prevalent
amongst older residents.

Pormpuraaw and PPAC work hard to provide community events, and also programs targeting
specific demographics who fit into the social isolation and loneliness catchment. Although the
programs do not specifically target social isolation and loneliness, the by-products of some of the
programs, is for reconnection by socially isolated and lonely people with the community as a whole.

Programs and services that specifically target the lonely and socially isolated people in the
community would be welcomed by PPAC. This would allow for those who have ‘fallen through the
cracks’ and become isolated, to be encouraged back into the community mainstream, and to
develop meaningful network and support connections. PPAC has the infrastructure in place, and it is
a trusted organisation in the community from a cultural perspective.

Funding and a program that is co-designed with the community is required to greatly alleviate the
dual issue of loneliness and social isolation in the community of Pormpuraaw.

Recommendations

1. Utilise existing organisations that currently have a network and framework in place to
implement programs and services focused on loneliness and sacial isolation within the
Indigenous community of Pormpuraaw.

2. Utilise a co-design framework with the community and elders to develop a culturally
sensitive Pormpuraaw-specific program of services and activities to address social isolation
and loneliness.

3. Pormpur Paanthu Aboriginal Corporation is best suited, and has the historic and cultural
track record to implement any programs that addresses loneliness and social isolation in the
Indigenous remote community of Pormpuraaw.
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