Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 Submission No 049

Community Support and Services Committee

From:

Sent: Tuesday, 29 June 2021 11:00 PM

To: South Brisbane Electorate Office

Cc: Community Support and Services Committee; Minister for Communities and
Housing

Subject: To Community Support and Services Committee (CC my local MP): Submission on

the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and the Residential Tenancies and
Rooming Accommodation (Tenants' Rights) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
2021

Dear Amy MacMahon MP,

Dear the Community Support and Services Committee, cc my local MP -

I'd like to comment on both the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and the Residential Tenancies and
Rooming Accommodation (Tenants' Rights) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021.

I’d also like to take this opportunity to share something with you: a snapshot of what it’s like to rent in Queensland.

Aka _ - Need | say more ?

Ok, 1 will. The agent physically forced his way into the apartment and then told me | ran away like a little girl. After
deciding this agent was not a good person, | made a bond request to the RTA and recieved all my bond monies
back... A year later | applied for a rental in Highgate Hill and was rejected on the basis my name was blacklisted in
some type of stand alone reporting system ( probably created by the Real Estate Industry ) for the reason of
‘cleaning’

| could not rent a place in my name for 2 years, leaving me to sleep on couches, basements and move home from
time to time. | would love opportunity to have my story heard in much more detail.

In its current form, the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 will do little to improve my situation as one of the
1.8 million renters in Queensland. While this bill may be palatable to the real estate lobby, it completely disregards
my experience as a renter.
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While I'm pleased that the Housing Legislation Amendment Bill includes positive provisions for renters experiencing
domestic and family violence, it contains little other reforms of substance for renters.

| urge the Queensland Government to take this opportunity to amend this bill and to implement real rental reforms
that will make renting in Queensland affordable, secure and fair.

It’s crucial that rental reforms in Queensland include:

- A genuine end to ‘no grounds’ evictions — providing tenants with long-term security in their homes without the risk
of an unfair eviction at the end of their lease

- Allowing tenants to make minor modifications, like hanging picture frames or installing furniture safety anchors

- Areal ban on rent bidding — banning agents and property owners from accepting amount above the advertised
rent for a property

- Expanding minimum standards to include ventilation, cleanliness and insulation

- Stopping unreasonable rent increases by tying rent increases to general inflation (CPI)
- Ensuring prospective tenants have fair and honest information about the property

- Banning inappropriate or discriminatory questions by lessors

- Make it easier for tenants to have pets — by flipping the onus on property owners/agents to demonstrate why it’s
unreasonable for a tenant to have pet

These provisions are included in the Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation (Tenants' Rights) and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. | urge the government to either support the Tenants’ Rights Bill, or amend
its own bill to provide real protections for renters.

Yours sincerely,

This email was sent by_ via Do Gooder, a website that allows people to contact you regarding issues
they consider important. In accordance with web protocol RFC 3834 we have set the FROM field of this email to our
generic no-reply address at campaigns@good.do, however- provided an email address

which we included in the REPLY-TO field.
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please reply to |

To learn more about Do Gooder visit
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dogooder.co%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%
7Ccssc%40parliament.qgld.gov.au%7Cdd93b2584cae439fcfb608d93afdd57c%7C234f33¢c1f5a34c5d8628a50c061ce05
5%7C0%7C0%7C637605684161341189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAwMDAILCJQljoiV2IuMzliL
CJBTil6lk1haWwilLCIXVCI6MNn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=0%2FIMTSmKsMMNNE5GjemyjmROIBrQ1bt5ISQKc%2BLRr
04%3D&amp;reserved=0

To learn more about web protocol RFC 3834 visit:
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftools.ietf.org%2FhtmI|%2Frfc3834&amp;data
=04%7C01%7Ccssc%40parliament.qld.gov.au%7Cdd93b2584cae439fcfb608d93afdd57¢%7C234f33c1f5a34c5d8628a
50c061ce055%7C0%7C0%7C637605684161341189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAwMDAILCIQlj
0iV2luMzIliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=GOUKCMdUKN5VWN4eufsMduucQolaUlYyNFt
9T%2FC%2F3yg%3D&amp;reserved=0





