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2 June 2010 

1. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEE SYSTEM 

Background 

While Committees have operated in the Legislative Council since it's earliest days, it wasn't until 
the late 1980s that the committees began to develop into one of the Council's key accountability 
mechanisms. 

In 1985 the House appointed the Select Committee on Standing Committees to investigate and 
report on a structured system of standing committees. Through that process two initial standing 
committees, the State Development and Social Issues Committees, were created in 1988. A third 
standing committee, the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, was fIrst appointed in 1995. 
The GPSCs were fIrst established in 1997. Each of these Committees have been reappointed in 
subsequent parliaments and, in conjunction with the Procedure Committee and Privileges 
Committee, form a robust and effective committee system. 

Current committee system 

The Legislative Council has ten standing committees, as follows. 

• Standing Committee on Social Issues 

• Standing Committee on State Development 

• Standing Committee on Law and Justice 

• General Purpose Standing Committee No 1 

• General Purpose Standing Committee No 2 

• General Purpose Standing Committee No 3 

• General Purpose Standing Committee No 4 

• General Purpose Standing Committee No 5 

• Privileges Committee 

• Procedure Committee. 

In addition, select committees are established from time to time to inquire into specific issues 
that arise. Commonly one or two select committees are established each year. Currendy there are 
two select Committees: 

• Select Committee on Recreational Fishing 

• Select Committee on the NSW Taxi Industry. 
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Further information about these committees and their current and past inquiries can be found 
on the NSW Parliament's website: www.parliament.nsw.gov.au . 

The Legislative Council Committees are governed by the standing orders and the resolutions 
establishing them. I have attached for your infonnation the relevant chapter of our standing 
orders that relates to committees, as well as the resolutions of the House that established the 
Standing Committees on Social Issues, State Development and Law and Justice and the General 
Purpose Standing Committees (GPSCs) for the current Parliament (Attachment A). 

The Standing Orders and the Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901 (NSW) (Attachment B) confer 
considerable powers upon Legislative Council committees, including the ability to summon 
witnesses, to require an answer to questions and to call for the production of documents. These 
powers enhance the effectiveness of the committees, particularly when scrutinising the 
Executive. It is true to say, however, that most committee inquiries operate on a voluntary basis 
and it is only seldom necessary for committees to rely on their coercive powers. 

NSW Legislative Council members do not have regional electorates and are therefore able to 
devote more of their time to committee work, which is reflected in our members approaching 
their committee roles in a dedicated manner. 

Also attached is the extract from the Legislative Council's 2008-2009 Annual Report that covers 
the activities of the committees for that period (Attachment C). The infonnation provides a 
useful overview of the considerable activity of the Legislative Council Committees and that of 
their members. 

2. OVERSIGHT OF LEGISLATION 

The Legislative Council committee system is very much policy oriented and there is not a strong 
tradition of legislation being referred to our committees for inquiry and report. I note by way of 
contrast that in the Senate bills are routinely referred for inquiry before they reach the House. 

The Legislative Council Committees do not have a specific legislative oversight function. In 
NSW a scrutiny of bills function is, however, undertaken by the Legislation Review Committee, 
which is a joint committee comprising five LA and three LC members and administered by the 
Legislative Assembly. That Committee reviews legislation according to very specific criteria 
related to human rights and does not review the policy merits of the legislation. 

Under their general inquiry powers the standing committees do, however, have the power to 
inquire into bills if they received terms of reference that relate to a bill. The following inquiries, 
all conducted in the past 15 years, illustrate this point: 

• GPSC No 3 (2007) Inquiry into the Correctional Services Amendment Bill 

• GPSC No 4 (2004) Inquiry into the Transport Safety Legislation (Safety and Reliability) 
Bill 

• Law and Justice (2002) Inquiry into the proposed State Anns Bill 

• Social Issues (2002) Inquiry into the Classification (publications, Films and Computer 
Games) Enforcement Amendment Bill 2001 

• Law and Justice (2000) Inquiry into the Crimes Amendment (Child Protection Excessive 
Punishment) Bill 

• Law and Justice (2000) Inquiry into a NSW Bill of Rights 
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• Law and Justice (1997) Inquiry into the Fatnily Impact Commission Bill 

• Law and Justice (1995) Crimes Amendment (Mandatory Life Sentences) Bill. 

In addition the following inquiries have been conducted into the impact of certain legislation: 

• Law and Justice (2006) Inquiry into the impact of the impact of the Commonwealth's 
Family Law Amendment (Shared Parental fusponsibility) Act 2006 (Cth) 

• Social Issues (2005) Inquiry into the Inebriates Act 1912 

• Law and Justice (2004) Inquiry into the impact of the Criminal Procedure Amendment (pre
Trial Disclosure) Act 200 1 (NSW) 

• Law and Justice (2002) Inquiry into the impact of the Home BuildingAmendment (Insurance) 
Act 2002 (NSW) 

• Law and Justice (2001) Inquiry into the Crimes (Forensic Procedures) Act 2000 
• State Development (1998) Inquiry into the impact of the operation of the Sydney Market 

Authority (Dissolution) Act 1997 until 31 December 1997. 

Further information about these inquiries can be found on the NSW Parliament's web site: 
www.parliament.nsw.go¥.all . 

I also note that standing order 226(2) permits a committee to include in any report made to the 
House a draft bill to give effect to the recommendations of the committee. To date no 
committee reports have contained a draft bill. 

3. EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABILITY 

The Legislative Council's GPSCs play an important executive accountability function in NSW, 
most specifically through their annual Budget Estimates hearings. 

Budget Estimates 

The fIrst committee scrutiny of the budget estimates in recent times came in 1991. During the 
period 1991 to 1994 joint estimates committees were established comprising members of both 
the Council and Assembly. In 1995 the Council established three estimates committees of its 
own. This process continued again in 1996. In 1997 the budget estimates were examined by the 
newly-established GPSCs and this practice continues today. 

Each of the fIve GPSCs is allocated responsibility for overseeing specilic government portfolios. 
Each GPSC has seven members: two Opposition members, two cross bench members and three 
Government members, with the chair usually being from the Opposition or cross bench. The 
GPSCs were modelled on the Senate legislation committees, and similarly the estimates system in 
use in the Council today is also based on that of the Senate. 

The GPSCs conduct an annual budget estimates inquiry. The resolution referring the budget 
estimates and related papers for inquiry and report is usually passed well in advance of the 
hearings, typically at the end of the previous year. In recent years the reference has included the 
dates and commencement and conclusion times for the hearings. 

The GSPCs conduct an initial round of hearings followed by an initial round of supplementary 
hearings. Each GPSC can continue to hold further supplementary hearings, provided that they 
occur before the reporting date. The resolution establishing this year's budget estimates inquiries 
is attached, and contains the timetable agreed to by the House. 
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By convention, Ministers from both the Council and the Assembly appear at the initial Estimates 
hearings and answer questions from the Committee. Ministers are usually accompanied by a 
number of senior departtnental officers. While Ministers have at times appeared at the 
supplementary hearings, it is usual practice for these hearings to be attended by departtnental 
officers only. 

Duting the hearings witnesses may request to take questions on notice and provide written 
answers at a later date. The resolution establishing the budget estimates also provides for 
Committee members to submit written questions on notice following the hearings. When the 
hearings are completed each GPSC is required to report to the House. The reports tend to be 
brief and outline the key issues raised at hearings. The GPSCs do not make recommendations in 
their reports. 

The initial budget estimates hearings in 2009-2010 took place in September and November 2009. 
The GPSCs sat for a total of 70 hours during the initial round of hearings, and more than 1,770 
written questions on notice were lodged with government agencies. The GSPCs held five 
supplementary hearings. 

Other inquiries 

As the GPSCs have a 'self-referral' power and a non-government majority they have 
considerable power to scrutinise the actions and policies of the Executive Government. This 
power is supported by the requirement of the House that the Government respond to each of 
the recommendations in a committee report within six months (this obligation is applicable to all 
committee reports), a requirement that is usually met. 

To self-refer an inquiry three committee members must sign a letter seeking a meeting to 
consider proposed terms of reference. The Committee must then decide to adopt the terms of 
reference and a majority vote is required. This method of holding the government to account has 
been used very effectively on a number of occasions since the GPSCs were established in 1997. 
The following recent inquiries illustrate the kinds of issues that these committees scrutinise: 

• GPSC No 1 (2008) Inquiry into the need for a mini-budget 

• GPSC No 2 (2010) Inquiry into the provision of education to children with special needs 

• GPSC No 3 (2008) Inquiry into the privatisation of prisons and prison-related services 

• GPSC No 4 (2009) Inquiry into Badgery's Creek land dealings and planning decisions 

• GPSC No 5 (2009) Inquiry into rural wind farms. 

For the full range of inquiries conduced by the GPSCs see the NSW Parliament's website: 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au . 

4. FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information contact our Clerk Assistant - Committees, Mr Steven Reynolds on (02) 
92302464. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

CHAPTER 35 - COMMITTEES 

204. Sessional committees 

(1) . The House may establish sessional committees at the commencement of each session 
of Parliament to consider matters relating to the provision of services to members .. 

(2) The functions and composition of any sessional committee will be as determined by the 
House from time to time. 

205. Procedure committee 

(1) A Procedure Committee will be appointed at the commencement of each Parliament. 

(2) The committee may: 

(a) consider on its own initiative any amendments to the standing orders, 
(b) propose to the House changes in practice and procedures of the House, and 
(c) consider any matter relating to the procedures referred to it by the House or the 

President. 

(3) The President, Deputy President, Leader of the Government and Leader of the 
. Opposition are to be among the members of the committee. 

(4) Members may be appointed to the committee as substitutes for a member of the 
committee, by notice in writing to the Chair of the committee. 

(5) Nominations may be made by the Leader of the Government, the Leader of the 
Opposition, the Government and Opposition Whips,and.Cross Bench Members, as 
applicable. 

206. Standing committ!'es 

(1) The House may establish standing committees which have power to sit during the life 
of the Parliament. 

(2) The functions, source of references and composition of any standing committee will be 
as determined by the House in the resolution appointing the committee. 

207. Select committees 

(1) 

(2) 

The House may appoint select committees to consider matters referred by the House. A 
select committee has power to sit during the life of the Parliament. When the committee 
completes its inquiry and presents its final report to the House, the committee ceases to 
exist. 

The composition of any select committee will be as determined by the House. 

70 May 2004 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

GENERAL COMMITTEE PROVISIONS 

Powers 

A committee has power: 

(a) to adjourn from time to time, 
(b) to adjourn from place to place, 
(c) to send for and examine persons, papers, records and things, 
(d) to make visits of inspection within New South Wales and, if authorised by the 

House, with the approval of the President, elsewhere in Australia and outside 
Australia, and 

(e) to request the attendance of and examine members of the House. 

Must not sit while the House is sitting 

(1) A committee may sit during any adjournment of the House. 

(2) A committee must not sit while the House is sitting, unless the House otherwise orders. 

Membership / 

(1) The composition of each committee is to be determined by the House in the resolution 
appointing the committee. 

(2) Government members are to be nominated by the Leader of the Government. 

(3) Opposition members are to be nominated by the Leader of the Opposition. 

(4) Cross bench members are to be nominated by agreement between cross bench 
members. 

(5) In the absence of any agreement the representation on a committee is to be determined 
by the House. 

(6) Nominations for membership of the committees are to be in writing to the Clerk within 
seven days of the passing of the resolution appointing the committee. 

(7) Members may also at any time, by motion on notice, be discharged by the House from 
attending a committee, and other members appointed or added. 

(8) The President may not be elected to any committee other than one of which the 
President is an ex officio member. 

(9) If the Deputy President is elected to serve on a committee and declines to do so, 
another member is to be elected. 

(10) No member may take part in a committee inquiry where the member has a pecuniary 
interest in the inquiry of the committee. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

211. Chair and Deputy Chair 

(1) Chairs and Deputy Chairs of Committees are to be appointed or elected by the 
committee in accordance with the resolution of the House appointing the committee . 

. (2) The member nominated as Deputy Chair is to act as Chair when the Chair is absent 
from a meeting. 

(3) In the absence of both the Chair and Deputy Chair from a meeting of a committee, a 
member of the committee is to be elected by the members present to act as Chair for 
that meeting of the committee. 

(4) The Chair, Deputy Chair or other member acting as Chair at a meeting of a committee 
has a deliberative vote and, in the event of an equality of votes, a casting vote. 

212. Priority of references 

The priority to be accorded to a reference received by a committee may be determined by the 
Chair of the committee, unless the committee decides otherwise. 

213. First meeting 
/ 

(1) The Clerk is to fIx the time and place for the fIrst meeting of each committee in such a 
manner as the Clerk thinks fIt. 

(2) At the fIrst meeting, before proceeding to any other business the Chair and Deputy 
Chair are to be elected, unless the resolution of the House appointing the committee 
provides otherwise. 

214. Quorum 

(1) Unless otherwise ordered, the quorum of a committee is three members. 

(2) If, after 15 minutes from the time appointed for the meeting of a committee, a quorum 
is not present, the meeting is adjourned and the Chair of the committee will flX the next 
meeting of the committee. 

(3) The clerk of the committee is to record the names of the members present. 

215. Loss of a quorum during a meeting 

If, during the sitting of a committee, the loss of a quorum is brought to the attention of the 
Chair by another committee member, after 10 minutes has elapsed the Chair will suspend the 
proceedings of the committee to a later hour. If a quorum is not then present, the committee 
will be adjourned to another day, to be fIxed by the Chair. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

216. Member attendance 

(1) A member must seek leave of the committee in order to be absent from four or more 
consecutive committee meetings. 

(2) If a member fails to attend four consecutive meetings of a committee without leave of 
the committee, the absence is to be reported by the Chair to the House. 

(3) If the member fails to attend the next meeting without leave of the committee, the 
Chair is to again inform the House. This procedure is to continue until the member 
attends a committee meeting. 

(4) These requirements do not apply to those committees for which the House has made 
provision for substitute members. 

217. Sub-committees 

(1) Where the resolution appointing a committee. makes provision for sub-committees, a 
committee has power to appoint sub-committees consisting of two or more of its 
members: . 

/ 
(a) to assist the committee in the exercise of any of its functions, or 
(b) to investigate and report on any matter referred to the committee. 

(2) A sub-committee has the same powers as the committee appointing it. 

(3) The committee is to appoint one of its members to act as Chair of any sub-committee 
and the member appointed has a deliberative vote and, in the event of an equality of 
votes, a casting vote. 

(4) Unless otherwise ordered, the quorum of a sub-committee is two, of whom one must 
be 'a government member and one a non-government member. 

(5) A sub-committee is to report to the committee on any matter referred to it by the 
committee. The committee may adopt the report, reject the report, or adopt the report 
with variations. 

(6) A sub-committee is to conduct its meetings and business in the same manner as the 
committee appointing it. 

218. Participation by members of the House and others 

(1) Unless a committee decides otherwise, a member of the House who is not a member of 
the relevant committee may take part in the public proceedings of a committee and 
question witnesses but may not vote, move any motion or be counted for the purpose 
of any quorum or division. 

(2) Persons other than members of the House and officers of a committee may attend a 
public meeting of a committee, but will not attend a private meeting except by express 
invitation of the committee, and will always be excluded when the committee is 
deliberating. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

219. Meeting or joining with other committees 

A committee or any sub-committee may: 

(a) join together with any other committee of the House or the Legislative Assembly 
to take evidence, deliberate and make joint reports on matters of mutual concern, 
and 

(b) meet with any other State or Commonwealth parliamentary committees to inquire 
into matters of mutual concern. 

220. Joint committees 

(1) A proposal for a joint committee of the House and Legislative Assembly must contain 
the names of the members of the House appointed to serve on the committee. 

(2) Any such proposal agreed to by the House will be forwarded to the Legislative 
Assembly by message. 

(3) The proceedings of a joint committee will be reported to the House by one of the 
members appointed to serve on the committee. 

(4) At least three members of the House must be present at any meeting of a joint 
committee. / 

(5) If the House agrees to a proposal from the Legislative Assembly to appoint a joint 
committee, the House will determine the time and place of the fust meeting of the 
committee. 

221. Submissions 

Any person or body may make written or recorded submissions to a committee with respect 
to any inquiry being conducted by the committee. 

222. Evidence 

(1) A committee is to take all evidence in public unless the committee decides otherwise. 

(2) A witness before a committee is to be given the opportunity of correcting their 
transcript of evidence, but corrections must be confIned to verbal inaccuracies or 
explanations of answers. Corrections in substance can only be made by further giving of 
evidence. 

223. Publishing submissions and evidence 

(1) A committee has power to authorise publication, before presentation to the House, of 
submissions received and evidence taken. 

(2) Evidence taken in camera may be published by resolution of the committee where it is 
in the public interest to do so. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

(3) A committee: 

(a) may make available to any member of the public a copy of: 
(i) any written submissions made to it, 
(ii) the report of any inquiry carried out by it, or 
(ill) the record of any evidence taken in public, and 

(b) may charge a reasonable sum for making copies available. 

(4) A committee or sup-committee may authorise the tape recording of its public hearings. 

224. Unauthorised disclosure of evidence and documents 

(1) The evidence taken by a committee and documents presented to it, which have not 
been reported to the House, may not, unless authorised by the House or comn:iittee, be 
disclosed to any person other than a member or officer of the committee. 

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to: 

(a) any proceedings of the committee that are open to the public and news media, 
(b) any member of the committee or officers of the House or committee in the 

exercise or performance of their duties, 
(c) press releases or statements made by a member of the,committee on the authority . 

of the committee, 
(d) written submissions presented to a select committee and authorised to be 

published by the committee, 
(e) any submission or document of the committee referred to any person for 

comment to assist the committee in its inquiry, and 
(f) any document authorised to be published by the committee. 

(3) Any person committing a breach of this standing order may be reported to the House. 

225 .. No representation of witnesses 

A person or body is not entided or permitted to be represented by counsel or a solicitor at a 
hearing of a committee unless the committee decides otherwise. 

226. Reports 

(1) A committee has leave to report to the House from time to time its proceedings, 
evidence taken in public, and recommendations as it deems fit. 

(2) A committee may include in any report made to the House a draft bill to give effect to 
the recommendations of the committee. 

(3) For the purposes of preparing a draft bill for incorporation in a report to the House, a 
committee may, with the consent of the relevant Minister, make use of the services of 
any staff of the Parliamentary Counsel's Office. 

(4) A committee may publish discussion papers for the purpose of any inquiry. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

227. Consideration of reports 

(1) The Chair, on the request of the committee, is to prepare a draft report and submit it to 
the committee. 

(2) The draft report is to be considered at a meeting convened for that purpose and may be 
amended as the committee thinks fit. A report may be reconsidered and amended. 

(3) The report of a committee, as agreed to by the committee, must be signed by the Chair, 
or in the event of the Chair refusing, any other member appointed by the committee. 

228. Members' opinions to be reflected 

(1) The report of a committee is, as far as practicable, to reflect a unanimity of opinion 
within a committee. 

(2) It is the responsibility of a committee Chair and all members of a committee to seek to 
achieve unanimity of opinion. 

(3) Where unanimity is not practicable, a committee's report should be prepared so as to 
reflect the views of all members of the committee. 

(4) Where unanimity is not practicable, any member may append to the report a brief 
statement of dissent, provided that: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 
(e) 

the member ha~ sought to have their opinions included in the report agreed to by 
. 'c-~C'~~--the cofnrruttee, - ,-- - -

the statement of dissent is relevant to the committee's report and the terms of 
reference of the inquiry, 
the statement does not contain any matter which would unreasonably adversely 
affect or injure a person, or unreasonably invade a person's privacy, 
the statement of dissent is signed by the member or members making it, 
the statefnent of dissent is no more than 1,000 words in length. 

229. Chair's foreword 

A committee Chair's foreword must be approved by the committee prior to tabling of the 
committee's report in the House, if the committee so resolves. 

230. Tabling reports 

The report of a committee, with accompanying documents, is to be tabled in the House by the 
member signing the report, or in the absence of the member, by some other member of the 
committee, within 10 calendar days of the report being adopted by the committee. 

231. Tabling out of session 

(1) If the House is not sitting when a committee wishes to report to the House, the 
committee is to present copies of its report to the Clerk. 

76 May 2004 

I I . l . 
1 I j 

1 
j 

~ 

! 
i I 

I 



Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

(2) A report presented to the Clerk is: 

(a) on presentation, and for all purposes, deemed to have been laid before the 
House, 

(b) to be printed by authority of the Clerk, 
(c) for all purposes, deemed to be a document published by order or under the 

authority of the House, and 
(d) to be recorded in the Minutes of the Proceedings of the House. 

232. Debate on committee reports 

(1) On tabling of a report from a committee a motion may be moved without notice "That 
the House take note of the report". 

(2) At the conclusion of the speech of the mover, the debate is to be adjourned to the next 
day on which committee reports have been given precedence. 

(3) Unless otherwise ordered, the order of the day for the resumption of debates on 
committee reports is to be set doWn on the Notice Paper in the order in which the 
reports were presented. 

(4) The debate on committee reports on any day on which the debate has precedence is to 
be interrupted after one hour. The interrupted debate is to stand adjourned and be set 
down on the business paper for the next day on which it has precedence. 

(5) Each speaker in the debate on committee reports is to be limited to 10 minutes, except 
the committee Chair who is allowed 15 minutes and a further 10 minutes in reply. 

233. Government response 

(1) On the tabling of a report from a committee, which recommends that action be taken 
by the government the Clerk is to refer the report to the Leader of the Government in 
the House who must within six months of a report being tabled, report to the House 
what action, if any, the government proposes to take in relation to each 
recommendation of the committee. 

(2) If, at the time at which the government seeks to report to the House, the House is not 
sitting, a Minister may present the response to the Clerk. 

(3) A response presented to the Clerk is: 

(a) on presentation, and for all purposes, deemed to have been laid before the 
House, 

(b) to be printed by authority of the Clerk, 
(c) for all purposes, deemed to be a document published by order or under the 

authority of the House, 
(d) to be recorded in the Minutes of the Proceedings of the House, and 
(e) to be distributed by the clerk of the committee to inquiry participants. 

(4) The President is to report to the House when any government response has not been 
received within the six month deadline. 
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Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Council 

234. Resources 

(1) A committee is to be provided witb tbe resources necessary to carry out its functions. 

(2) A committee may, witb tbe consent of tbe appropriate Minister, make use of tbe 
services of any staff or facilities of a government department, administrative office or 
public body. 

(3) A Chair of a committee may report to tbe President on any matter relating to tbe 
administration, functioning or operation of tbe committee. 

(4) The Clerk is to appoint an officer of tbe Council to act as clerk to tbe committee. 

(5) The clerk to a committee must record and include in tbe committee's report to tbe 
House: 

(a) tbe names of tbe members attending each meeting of a committee, 
(b) tbe proceedings of tbe committee and every motion or amendment moved and 

tbe name of tbe mover, and 
(c) tbe names of tbe members voting on each side in a division. 

/ 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

1st SESSION, 54th PARLIAMENT 

COMMITTEES 

GENERAL PURPOSE STANDING COMMITTEES 
Resolution passed 10 May 2007, amended 17 June 2009,' Legislative Council Minutes No, 106, item 4, last 
amended 2 December 2009, Legislative Council Minutes No. 132, item 7. 

That notwithstanding anything contained in the standing orders: 

Appointment 

1. Five General Purpose Standing Committees, reflecting Government Ministers' portfolio responsibilities, 
be appointed as follows: 

(a) General Purpose Standing Committee No. I 

Premier 
Arts 
Central Coast 
The Legislature 
Treasury 
State Development 
Ports and Waterways 
Tourism 
Science and Medical Research 
Hunter 
Commerce 

(b) General Purpose Standing Committee No. 2 

Community Services 
Women 
Aboriginal Affairs 
Ageing 
Disability Services 
Education and Training 
Health 

(c) General Purpose Standing Committee No. 3 

Attorney General 
Industrial Relations 
Police 
Finance 
Gaming and Racing 
Sport and Recreation 
Local Government 
Mental Health and Cancer 
Juvenile Justice 
Volunteering 
Youth 
Veterans' Affairs 
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(d) General Purpose Standing Committee No. 4 

Infrastructure 
Planning 
Redfern Waterloo 
Fair Trading 
Citizenship 
Emergency Services 
Rural Affairs 
Small Business 
Transport 
lllawarra 
Housing 
Western Sydney 

(e) General Purpose Standing Committee No. 5 

Corrective Services 
Climate Change and the Environment 
Public Sector Reform 
Special Minister of State 
Energy 
Mineral Resources 
Regulatory Reform 
Primary Industries 
Lands 
Water 
Regional Development 

Initiation of inquiries 

2. (I) The committees may inquire into and report on: 

(a) any matters referred to them by the House, 

(b) the expenditure, performance or effectiveness of any department of government, statutory 
body or corporation, and 

(c) any matter in any annual report of a .department of government, statutory body or corporation. 

(2) A meeting of a committee to consider a self-reference under this paragraph may be convened at the 
request of any three members of the committee in writing to ~he Clerk ofa committee. 

(3) The Clerk of a committee must convene a meeting of the committee within seven days of the receipt 
of the request providing that members are given at least 24 hours' notice of that meeting. 

(4) The majority of the members of the committee will then be required to endorse the self reference for 
it to proceed. 

(5) The terms of the self-reference should be reported to the House on the next sitting day. 

Membership 

3. Each committee is to consist of seven members, comprising: 

(a) three Government members, 

(b) two Opposition members, and 

(c) two Cross Bench members. 



Substitute members 

4. (1) Government, Opposition or Cross Bench members may be appointed to a committee as substitute~ 
for a member of the committee for any matter before the committee, by notice in writing to the Chair 
of a committee. 

(2) Nominations for substitute Government or Opposition members may be made by the Leader of the 
Government, Leader of the Opposition, Government or Opposition Whips or Deputy Whips, as 
applicable. 

(3) Nominations for substitute Cross Bench members may be made by another Cross Bench member. 

Participating members 

5. Unless the committee decides otherwise, a member of the House who is not a member of the relevant 
committee may take part in a private meeting of the committee but may not vote, move any motion or be 
counted for the purpose of any quorum or division. . 
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COMMITTEES 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Resolution passed 10 Afay 2007, Legislative Council Minutes No. 3, item 6 

That notwithstanding anything contained in the standing orders: 

Appointment 

1. Three standing committees, reflecting Government Ministers' portfolio responsibilities, be appointed as 
follows: 

(a) Law and Justice Committee, 

(b) Social Issues Committee, and 

(c) State Development Committee. 

Law and Justice Committee 

2. The commitfee may inquire into and report on: 

(a) matters concerned with legal and constitutional issues including law reform, parliamentary matters, 
criminal law and administrative law, 

(b) issues arising in connection with the New South Wales criminal justice system, including matters 
concerned with the Attorney General, police, corrective services and juvenile justice, and 

(c) industrial relations, emergency services, and fair trading. 

Social Issues Committee 

3. The committee may inquire into and report on: 

(a) any proposal, matter or thing concerned with the social development of the people in all areas of 
New South Wales, 

(b) equality of access to services and benefits including health, education, housing, ageing, disability, 
children's and community services provided by the government and non-government sector to the 
people in all areas of New South Wales, 

(c) citizenship, social relations and cultural diversity, 

(d) recreation, gaming, racing and sporting matters, and 

(e) the role of government in promoting the welfare of the people in all areas of New South Wales. 

State Development Committee 

4. The committee may inquire into and report on: 

(a) options for future policy directions and emerging issues to ensure that opportunities for sound 
growth and wise development for the benefit of the people in all areas of New South Wales are 
pursued, 

(b) any proposal, matter or thing concerned with economics and finance, commerce, infrastructure and 
planning, energy and utilities, natural resources, transportation, tourism, public administration, local 
government, primary industry, agriculture and fisheries, mineral resources, industrial and 
technological developments, science and medical research, and environmental issues in New South 
Wales, and 



(c) any proposal, matter or thing concerned with the problems or disadvantages uniquely or 
predominantly experienced in rural areas, including the viability of cities and towns in those areas. 

Referral of inquiries 

5. (l) A committee: 

(a) is to inquire into and report on any proposal, matter or thing relevant to the functions of the 
committee which is referred to the committee by-resolution of the House, 

(b) may inquire into and report on any proposal, matter or thing relevant to the functions of the 
committee which is referred by a Minister of the Crown, 

(c) may inquire into and report on any annual report or petition relevant to the functions of the 
committee which has been laid upon the Table of the Legislative Council. 

(2) Whenever a committee resolves to inquire into a matter under paragraph 5(b) 'or 5( c), the terms of 
the reference or the. resolution is to be reported to the House on the next sitting day. 

Powers 

6. A committee has power to make visits of inspection within New South Wales and, with the approval of the 
President, elsewhere in Australia and outside Australia. 

Membership 

7. Each committee is to consist of six members, comprising: 

(a) three Government members, 

(b) two Opposition members, and 

(c) one Cross Bench member. 

Chair And Deputy Chair 

8. (1) The Leader of the Government is to nominate in writing to the Clerk of the House the Chair of each 
committee. 

(2) The Leader of the Opposition is to nominate in writing to the Clerk of the House the Deputy Chair of 
each committee. 

Quorum 

9. The quorum of a committee is three members, of whom two must be Government members and one a non
government member. 

Sub-committees 

10. A committee has power to appoint sub-committees. 

Participating members 

11. Unless the committee decides otherwise, a member of the House who is not a member of the relevant 
committee may take part in a private -meeting of the committee but may not vote, move any motion or be 
counted for the purpose of any quorum or division. 



Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901 

Reprint history (since 1972): 
, Reprint No 1 9 May 1979 
Reprint No 229 October 2002 
An Act to consolidate the law relating to the summoning, attendance, and examination of witnesses before either House of 
Parliament or any Committee thereof. 

1 Name of Act 

This Act may be cited as the Parliamentary Evidence. Act 1901. 

2 *** 

3 Definitions 

In this Act: 
Assembly means the Legislative Assembly. 
Committee means a Committee of the Council or Assembly. 
Council means the Legislative Council. 
President means the President of the Council. 
Speaker means the Speaker of the Assembly. 

4 Witnesses how summoned 

(1) Any person not being a Nlember of the Council or Assembly may be summoned to attend and give evidence before the 
Council or Assembly by notice of the' order of the Council or Assembly signed by the Clerk of the Parliaments or Clerk of 
the Assembly, as the case may be, and personally served upon such person. 

(2) Any such person may be summoned to attend and give evidence before a committee by an order of such committee 
signed by the chainnan thereof and served as aforesaid. 

5 Members of Parliament 

The attendance of a Nlember of the Council or Assembly to give evidence before the Council or Assembly or a committee 
shall be procured in confo.:t:t:nity (so far as practicable) with the mode of procedure observed in the British House of 
Conunons. . 

6 Expenses ofwitnesses 

(1) Every witness summoned as aforesaid shall be entitled to be paid-at the time of service of such notic,e or order the 
witness's reasonable expenses consequent upon the witness's attendance in obedience thereto according to the witness's 
condition or profession, to be calculated in accordance with the scale_ in force for the time being for the payment of 
witnesses in actions in the Supre'me Court. 

(2) The expenses of any witness summoned at the instance of a party shall be defrayed by such party; but if the witness be 
summoned for any public inquiry to be examined either by the Council or Assembly or by a committee, the witness's 
expenses shall be paidby the Colonial Treasurer out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund on the receipt by the Treasurer of a 
written authority in that behalf signed by the Gem of the Parliaments or Gem of the Assembly or Chairman of the 
Committee respectively, according to the nature of the summons. 

Report - 1 



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

7 Non-attendance of witness to be certified to a Judge 

If any witness so summoned fails to attend and give evidence in obedience to such :l}otice or order, the President or the 
Speaker, as the case may be, upon being satisfied of the failure of such witness so to attend and that the witness's nOll

attendance is without just cause or reasonable excuse, may certify such facts under the President's or the Speaker's hand and 
seal to a Judge of the Supreme Court, according to· the fann in Schedule 2, or to the like effect. 

8 Issue of warrant 

Upon such certificate any Judge of the said Court shall issue a warrant in the fann in Schedule 3, or to the like effect, for the 
apprehension of the person named in such certificate, for the purpose ofhringing the person before the Council, Assembly, 
or Committee to give evidence. 

9 Warrant and order of President or Speaker to be sufficient authority for acts thereunder 

(1) Such warrant shall be a sufficient authority for all persons acting thereunder to apprehend the person named in such 
warrant, and to retain the person in custody, to the intent that the person may from time to time be produced for the 
purpose of giving evidence, or be remanded and finally be discharged from custody, pursuant to any order under the hand 
and seal of the President or Speaker. as the case may be. 

(2) Every such order shall be a sufficient warrant for all persons acting thereunder. 

10 Administration of oath 

(1) Every witness attending to give evidence before the Council, Assembly. or a Committee of the Whole shall be sworn at 
the bar of the House; and the customary oath shall be administered by the derk of the Parliaments or Clerk of the 
Assembly, as the case may be (or in the Clerk's absence by the officer acting for the Clerk). 

(2) Every witness attending to give evidence before a Committee other than a Committee of the Whole shall be sworn by 
the chainnan of such Committee. 

(3) Provided that in any case where a witness, if examined before the Supreme Court, would be permitted to make a solemn 
declaration or to give evidence in any other way than upon oath, a witness sununoned under this Act shall be in like manner 
allowed to give evidence upon declaration or otherwise, as aforesaid. 

11 Penalty for refusal to answer 

. (1) Except as provided by section 127 (Religious confessions) of the Evidence Act 1995, if any witness refuses to answer any 
lawful question during the witness's examination, the witness shall be deemed guilty of a contempt of Parliament, and may 
be forthwith committed for such offence into the custody of the usher of the black rod or sergeant-at-arms. and. if the 
House so order, to gaol, for any period not exceeding one calendar month, by warrant under the hand of. the President or 
Speaker. as the case may be. 

(2) Such warrant shall be a sufficient authority for all gaolers and other officers to hold the body of the person therein 
named for the term therein stated. 

(3) No person acting under the authority of this section shall incur any liability. civil or criminal, for such act. 

12 Privilege of witness 

No action shall be maintainable against any witness who has given evidence, whether on oath or otherwise, under the 
authority of this Act. for or in respect of any defamatory words spoken by the witness while giving such evidence. 

13 Penalty for false evidence 

If any such witness wilfully makes any false statement, knowing the same to be false, the "vitness shall, whether such 
statement amounts to perjury or not, be liable to imprisorunent for a term not exceeding five years. 
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14 Joint committees 

A reference in this Act to a committee shall extend to include a reference to a joint committee of the Council and the 
Assembly appointed either before or after the commencement of the Parliamentary Evidence (Amendment) Act 1939. 

In the application of the provisions of this Act to and in respect of any such joint committee, such provisions shall be 
construed as if the joint committee were a committee of that House of the Parliament in which the proposal for the 
appointment of the joint committee originated. 

Schedules 

First Schedule 

Schedule 2 Certificate 
Section 7 
Form of certificate 
To His Honour/Her Honour 
In the matter of the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," andA.B. of 
THIS is to certify to your Honour that it bath been made to appear to me that the said .A.B. has been duly sununoned to 
attend and give evidence before the pursuant to the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," and that the said A.B. has failed to 
appear, and that his or her non-appearance is without just cause or reasonable excuse. 
Given under my hand and seal at this day of in the year one thousand nine hundred and. 
President of the Legislative Council 
or 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
(as the case may be). 

Fonn of certificate 
To His Honour/Her Honour In the matter of the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," andA.B. of THIS is to certify to 
your Honour that it hath been made to appear to me that the said A.B. has been duly summoned to attend and give 
evidence before the pursuant to the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," and that the said A.B. has failed to appear, and that 
his or her non-appearance is without just cause or reasonable excuse. Given under my hand and seal at this day of in the 
year one thousand nine hundred and. President of the Legislative Council 
or 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Cas the case may be). 

S<;hedule 3 Warrant 
Section 8 
Fonn of Judge's warrant 
In the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 
In the matter of the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," and A.B. of 
To the Sheriff of New South Wales, the Sheriff's deputy and assistants, an~ to all constables and other His Majesty's officers 
and ministers of the peace whom it may concern. 
\VH:EREAS it hath this day been certifted 'under the hand of* that of has been duly summoned to attend and give evidence 
before the pursuant to the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," but hath failed to appear. 
This is to require you forthwith to apprehend the said and to detain him or her in custody for the purpose of being brought 
before to give evidence and there to obey all further orders under the hand of the* for his or her remand or for his or her 
final discharge from custody. 
Given under my hand and seal at aforesaid this day of in the year one thousand nine hundred and 
A Judge of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 
*President or Speaker (as the caSe may be) 
Fonn of Judge's warrant 
In the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 
In the matter of the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," and AB. of To the Sheriff of New South Wales, the Sheriff's 
deputy and assistants, and to all constables and other His Nfajesty's officers and ministers of the peace whom it may 
concern. WHEREAS it hath this day been certified under the hand of* that of has been duly summoned to attend and give 
evidence before the pursuant to the ''Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901," but hath failed to appear. This is to require you 
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forthwith to apprehend the said and to detain him or her in custody for the purpose of being brought before to give 
evidence and there to obey all further orders under the hand of the* for his or her remand or for his or ber final discharge 
from custody: Given under'my hand and seal at aforesaid this day of in the year one thousand nine hundred and A Judge of 
the Supreme Court of New South Wales. *President or Speaker (as the case may be) 

Historical notes 
Table of Acts 
Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901 No 43. Assented to 7.11.1901. TIlls Act bas been amended as follows: 
1939 
N08 
Parliamentary Evidence (Amendment) Act 1939. Assented to 4.9.1939. 
1986 
No 16 
Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1986. ","ssented to 1.5.1986. 
1994 
No 95 
Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (No 2) 1994. Assented to 12.12.1994. 
Date of commencement of Sch 3, assent, sec 2. 
1995 
No 16 
Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1995. Assented to 15.6.1995. 
Date of commencement of the provisions of Sch 2 relating to the Parliamentary Evidence Act 1901, assent, Sch 2. 
N027 
Evidence (Consequential and Other Provisions) Act 1995. Assented to 19.6.1995. 
Date of commencement, 1.9.1995, sec 2 and GG No 102 of25.8.1995, P 4355. 
1999 
No 94 
Crimes Legislation fUnendment (Sentencing) Act 1999. Assented to 8.12.1999. 
Date of commencement of Sch 4.144,1.1.2000, sec 2 (1) and GG No 144 of 24.12.1999, P 12184. 
2001 
No 56 
Statute Law (lYIiscellaneous Provisions) Act 2001. Assented to 17.7.200l. 
Date of commencement of Schs 3 and 4, assent, sec 2 (1). 

Table of amendments 
No reference is made to certain amendments made by Schedule 3 (amendments replacing gender-specific language) to the 
Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (No 2) 1994. 
Sec 2 
Rep 2001 No 56, Sch 4. 
Sec 7 
Am 2001 No 56, Sch 3.4 [1]. 
Sec 8 
Am 2001 No 56, Sch 3.4 [2]. 
Sec 11 
Am 1986 No 16, Sch 23; 1995 No 27, Sch 1. 
Sec 13 
Am 1999 No 94, Sch 4.144. 
Sec 14 
Ins 1939 No 8, sec 2. 
First Sch 
Rep 2001 No 56, Sch 4. 
Sch 2, heading (previously Second Sch, heading) 
Subst 2001 No 56, Sch 3.4 [3]. 
Sch 2 (previously Second Sch) 
fUn 1995 No 16, Sch 2. 
Sch 3, heading (previously Third Sch, heading) 
Subst 2001 No 56, Sch 3.4 [4]. 
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Committees 
During 2008/09 there were 10 legislative Council 

committees in operation, comprised of five standing 

committees and five general purpose standing 

committees. The committees were supported by the 

staff of the Legislative Council's committee section, 

which has 17 staff. 

Role of Legislative Council Committees 

Legislative Council committees are one of the 

Council's key mechanisms for scrutiny and review of 

executive activity and issues in the public interest. 

The core business of committees is to conduct 

inquiries. 

Committee inquiries enable members to examine 

an issue in more detail than' if the matter was 

considered by the House as a whole. Inquiries also 

enable members to obtain expert opinions and 

advice on complex policy matters. 

Importantly, committee inquiries provide an 

opportunity for citizens to participate in and witness 

the development of public policy in New South 

Wales. Individuals and groups can put their views 

directly to elected representatives by making written 

submissions and giving ora! evidence at public 

hearings and f~rums. In addition, copies of final 

reports and published committee documents are 

publicly available and in most cases hearings may 

be reported by the media. 

Overview of committee activity 

Committee membership reflects the diverse political 

make-up of the House. Most members of the Council 

(excluding ministers) are members of one or more 

of its committees. Members may also be on one or 

more of the joint standing committees administered 

by the Legislative Assembly. 

Legislative Council committees operate under the 

authority of the House and share the privileges of the 

House. Committee procedures are determined by 

the House, and committee powers are outlined in 

the standing orders, sessional orders and resolutions 

relating to particular committees and inquiries. In 

addition, committees are regulated by the provisions 

of several Acts, including the Parliamentary Evidence 

Act 1901 (NSW), and guided by past precedents of 

the House and parliamentary practice and tradition. 

Overview of committee activity 

In 2008/09 the committees examined a diverse array 

of issues, including the management and operation 

of the NSW Ambulance Service, the privatisation 

of prisons and prison related services, the transport 

needs of Sydney's North-West sector, contamination 

of the former uranium smelter site in Hunters Hill, 

homelessness and low cost rental accommodation, 

and altruistic surrogacy. An overview of committee 

activity is provided in the following table: 

Activity 2008/09 2007/08 2006/07' 2005/06 2004/05 2003/04 

Consultation and public partiCipation 

Reports tabled 19 22 15 28 21 20 

4 Committees in 2006/07 ceased operation in December 2006 when the House was prorogued for the March 2007 NSW State election. 
Prorogation is the act of the Government that brings to an end a session of Parliament and terminates 01/ business before the House, 
including parfiamentary committees. Figures therefore represent sf;( months' activity. 

S Meetings refers to all meeting types including defiberative meetings, hearings, site visits, forums and briefings. 
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In addition to the activities described in the table, 

the committees conducted 12 site visits. Sydney sites 

visited included City West Housing in Pyrmont, the 

Penrith and Sydney Ambulance Centres and the 

Lc:mg Bay Correctional Complex. Outside of Sydney 

the committees travelled to Armidale, Parklea, 

Cessnock, Junee, Griffith and Broken Hill. 

Government responses to committee reports 

Government responses 

Under standing order 233( 1 j, the Government is required 

to respond to the recommendations of a committee 

inquiry within six months of the tabling of the report. 

During the reporting period, ten Government responses 

fell due and aU ten were provided. 

The Government responses received are summarised 

in the foJlowing table: 

Inquiry Response Response Response to recommendations 

Standing Committee 

on Law and Justice: The 

pUblication of the names of 

children involved in criminal 

proceedings 

due received 

21 October 2008 30 October 2008 The Government supported 6 of 

the 8 recommendations made, The 

Government did not support an 

extension of ,the prohibition to cover 

the period prior to charges being 

laid to include children reasonably 

likely to become involved in criminal 

proceedings. 

Select Committee- on 19 December 2008 f9 December 2008 19 recommendations have been 

Electoral and. Political Party - impienienh~d-in whole __ or in part 

Fun9ing.it') NSW 

Standing Committee on Law 2 March 2009 

and Justice: The exercise of 

the functions of the Motor 

Accidents Authority and 

Motor Accidents Council-

Ninth Review 

GPSC 5: The former uranium 30 March 2009 

smelter at Hunter',s Hill 

DEPARTMENT OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL' Annual Pepori 2009 

10 March 2009 

26 March 2009 

Recommendations that were-riot 

dccepfed related to bans;_cdps or 

other restrictions on -political donations 

or expenditure. The Government 

indicated that these issues should 

be examined as part of ci i:::.o

ordinated national approach under 

the CommOriwealth-Government's 

Electoral Reform process. 

The Response advised that the 

Government supported 10 "of the 16 

recommendations and that three were 

being given further consideration. Two 

recommendations were not supported 

and one recommendation was made 

to the Legislative Council and agreed 

to by resolution of the House. 

The Government indicated it was either 

in the processing of undertaking or 

will undertake all of the Committee's 

recommendations. 

! 
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Inquiry Response Response Response to recommendations 
due received 

Standing Committee 

on State Development: 

Nanotechnology in NSW 

29 April 2009 

Standing Committee on ,Law 30-April2009 

and Justice: The exercise of 

the functions of the Lifetime 

Care and Support Authority 

and the Lifetime Care -and 

Support Advisory <:ouncil-

First Review 

GPSC 2: The management 

and operation of the NSW 

Ambulance Service 

GPSC 2: The program-of 

appliances for disabled 

people 

20 April 2009 

15 June 2009 

29 April 2009 

4 May2()()9 

4 May 2()()9 

15 June 2009 

The Government response 

supported the thrust of the report's 

recommendations. The response 

advised that action was being taken 

to implement or address 10 of the 

18 recommendations. The response_ 

advised that it would raise four of the 

recommendations with the Federal 

Government. Four recommendations 

were not supported. 

The Response advised that-action 

was being taken to implement the 

first recommendation. In relation to 

the second recommendation the 

Response stated that the current review 

arrangements were adequate and the 

Authority-is currently_preparing a paper 

on the provision of. advocacy services 

within the Scheme. 

The Government stated that it 

is alreadY-addressing issues in 

relation to the majority of the report 

recommendations. New activity is 

to be initiated in response to three 

recommendations. No action will 

be taken on a small number of 

recommendations. 

The Government fully supported 12 of 

the Committee's recommendations. 

It partially supported boosting the 

program's funding, noting the 

Government had announced an 

additional funding enhancement of 

$5 million from 2009/10 for NSW Health 

disability equipment. The Government 

did not support changing the eligibility 

criteria for the program. A further three 

recommendations are being considered 

and three were not supported, 
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Inquiry Response Response Response to recommendations 
due received 

GPSC 4: The transport'needs 19 June 2009 

of Sydney's North-West 

23 June 2009 The Government response supported 

three of the recommendations. 

sector The response indicated that the 

Government was taking action that 

was in general accord with four of 

the report's recommendations. Four 

recommendations were not supported. 

Standing Committee. on 27 May 2009 27 May 2009 The Government response supported 

or partially supported all of the 

recommendatio[ls of the Committee's 

final report. 

Social Issues,: Overcoming 

iridigenoLJs cjisadvantage in 

NSW 

Budget estimates inquiry 

Each financial year, the five General Purpose 

Standing Committee~ (GPSCs).examine the budget 

estimates and related papers, presenting the 

. amounts to be appropriated from the Consolidated 

Fund for Government programs and spending 

initiatives. The Inquiry into the budget estimates 

ensures parliamentary oversight of the budget. and 

provides a mechanism for the accountability of the 

executive govemment to the Council. 

The way in which Budget Estimates was conducted 

changed considerably from previous years, The 

Legislative Council referred the inquiry in December 

2007, six months prior to' the tabling of the Budget 

Papers, setting down five days in October 2008 for 

initial hearings and a further five days in November 

2008 for supplementary hearings. 

Unlike previous years, all hearings were to be held 

within normal working hours, from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm 

during a non-sitting week. Considerable cost savings 

to the administration of Parliament resulted from this 

scheduling. 

Committee examination of the budget estimates 

began with an initial round of hearings in October 

2008. The hearings were conducted by the GPSCs 

according to their portfolio responsibilities, and 

were attended by the relevant ministers and 

accompanying departmental officials. 

Following the initial round of hearings, seven 

supplementary hearings were held. The seven 

supplementary hearings held in 2008/09 compare to 

two held the previous financial year, and 14 the year 

before that. In total, 1800 questions were placed on 

notice, up from 800 the previous year. 

Committee examination of the 2009/10 budget 

estimates wiJl be covered.in the next Annual Report. 

Improving service delivery 

. Survey of inquiry participants 

During 2008/09 the committee survey of inquiry 

participants continued. Witnesses who gave 

evidence at committee hearings were asked for 

their feedback on the work of committee staff in 

dealing with witnesses and arranging hearings6. 

Completed questionnaires were received from 194 

witnesses. Seventy-seven percent of witnesses gave 

evidence in a representative capacity, while the 

remaining gave evidence as private citizens. The results 

of the survey are summarised in the following table: 

The Honourable Arr:Qnda Fazio and Stephen Frappei/, Committee 
Cleft 01 a Budget Estimates Hearing. 

6 The questionnaire was based on a witness sUNey used in the Scottish Parliament. It was initiated by Ms Merrin Thompson, Principal Council 
Officer, who participated in a staff exchange to Scot/and in 2005/06. 
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Survey of inquiry participants 

Other service delivery initiatives 

Committee staff met with a number of groups 

throughout the year: to promote the work of the 

Council and make the parliamentary process more 

accessible to the pUblic, including: 

visiting parliamentary delegations from Australian 

and overseas jurisdictions 

students participating in the Education 

Department's secondary schools program. 

A Committee staff member also gave presentations 

to students in the Public Interest Advocacy Centre's 

'Practising in the Public Interest' course. 

Standing CommiHees 

The Legislative Council has three policy-oriented 

standing committees: the Standing Committee 

on Social Issues, the Standing Committee on State 

Development and the Standing Committee on Law 

and Justice. These committees tend to conduct 

detailed inquiries into complex matters of publlc policy. 

Number Percentage 

Number % (of respondents) 

The Social Issues and State Development committees 

were appointed in 1988, and the Law and Justice 

Committee in 1995. The fourth standing committee, 

the Privileges Committee, was appointed in 1988. In 

addition to the four standing committees, the current 

standing orders adopted in 2004 provide that the 

Procedure Committee is to be appointed at the 

commencement of each Parliament. 

The responsibilities of each of the four standing 

committees, plus the Procedure Committee, are 

outlined below: 

Standing Committee on Social Issues 

Conducts inquiries on matters concerned with the 

sociQl development ofthe people of New South 

Wales, including health, education, housing, 

ageing, disability, and children's and commonity 

services provided by the government and non

government sector. Exercises statutory functions 

under the Motor Accidents Compensation Act 

1999 and the Motor Accidents (Lifetime Core and 

Support) Act 2006. 
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Standing Committee on State Development 

Conducts inquiries in the following key 

areas: economics and finance, commerce, 

infrastructure and planning, energy and utilities, 

natural resources, transportation, tourism, 

public administration, local government, 

primary industry, agriculture and fisheries, 

mineral resources, industrial and technological 

developments, science and medical research, 

environmental issues, and issues unique to, or 

predominant in, rural areas. 

Standing Committee on law and Justice 

Conducts inquiries on matters concerned with 

legal and constitutional issues including law reform, 

parliamentary matters, criminal and administrative 

law and the crirninat justice system, police, 

corrective services and juvenile justice, industrial 

relations, emergency services and fair trading. 

Privileges Committee 

Considers matters relating to parliamentary 

privilege referred to it by the House or the 

President; considers citizens' rights of reply to 

statements made about them in the House; and 

undertakes functions relating to members' ethical 

standards under Pari 7 A oHhe Independent 

Commission Against Corruption Act 1988. Known 

as the Standing Committee on Parliamentary 

Privilege and Ethics between 1995 and 2003. 

Procedure Committee 

Required by standing order to consider any 

amendments to the standing orders; propose 

changes in practice and procedures of the 

House; and consider any matter relating to the 

procedures referred to it by the House or the 

President. 



standing committee membership 
Membership of the five standing committees is summarised in the following table: 

Member Party Social State law and Privileges Procedure 

Issues Development Justice Committee Committee 

Committee Committee Committee 

Brown, Robert i S 
i , I Member i i 

Catanzariti, Tony i ALP I 
· 

Chair-

Clarke, David i LP I Depufy -Chair .1 I 
I ! 

Della BOSCQ, John i ALP i i I Member 
! 

Donnelly, Greg 
I 

ALP Member Member I Member 
I 

Member i i 
Fazio, Amanda i ALP : Member i Member Member 

, 

I i Ficdra, Mane ! LP Member i 

I 
: I I i Gal1acher, Michael LP ! i I Member-! 

<:;ardiner, JennY 
! j i . 

N I Deputy Chair . 

i I 

Gay,-Dunca~_ N i I . 

Member I I .. 
. ... 

Griffin, Kdyee-
-

ALP . 
i - - Chair 

.. 

! 

Hale;Sylvia 
I i .-. 

. 

G I · Member 

Harwin, Don, LP ! I-
. 

Member - Deputy-Chair 

Kaye, John G 
. 

~ i I Member ! I 

Kelly, Tony. I ALP 
i ... ... - I Member · ! 

Khan, Trevor i N Deputy Chair .. 
. 

. 

MacdonOld, Ion i ALP I I . I Member 
I , 

Mason-Cox; Matthew ! I 
LP . Member . . ._. 

Nile, Fred I CDP I Member I Member Member I 

Pavey, MelinCta I N .. Deputy Chair I 
I 

I I t ! Primrose, Peter ALP I . 
·Chair 

Robertscin, Christine ALP 
i . 

Member_ Chair - I . 
i , . ! ... . 

, 
t i · Veitch, Mick ALP i . Member Member I i 

West,lan ALP I Chair I I 
• ALP - Australian Labor Party· CDP - Christian Democratic Party· G - The Greens' LP - Liberal Party. N - The Nationals 
• I-Independent· SP - Shooters Party 

. 
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Standing committee activity 
The activities of the five standing coml"!1ittees in 2008/09 are summarised in the following table: 

Overview of standing committee activity 

Sodallssues state Development Law and Justice Privileges Procedure 

Inquiries 2 2 6 

Submissions 81 112 395 0 0 

Meetings 20 13 21 4 

Hearings 3 9 8 0 0 

Witnesses 101 75 97 0 0 

Public forums 0 0 0 0 0 

Forum speakers 0 o· 0 0 0 

Site visits 4 0 0 0 

Reports tabled 3 

Standing Committee on Social Issues inquiry 

Inquiry into overcoming Indigenous disadvantage in NSW 

R~f~r/e;d:t;Y: : :_::; __ ':, __ : -~:' ,'/.: > ,_i,::: -: :'_~_:_;\~ _i;>': ,> 
Dafe: ·-:f$:-S3~pf~rnber:~b.Q!-- .. 

~:e~b~-ddfe::: ~': ,~-~h~lb~:~b:e~'_;:2008:''-

klq9r~}nt~"_?_~_~::r~_b~_rt<~~:-p:ci_i~2_i_k~':~]~~;>S~dQr9~~:s:_V;ithir(~ll~t~6Ji~,·qn9~b\er~~ttbn&iiY:';arrli~4::aFfb~iFg,:'tH~ 
lif~tJfhe:_~~p;e~!~Q~,~ g:<ip~~Eit_V{~~~_ A~,9rJg[n~r.d8-d~·r)6n~A,99~igiQ'o~~~bPle: ",- .... -- '-, 

,-_-: 

t:rf4Uir:~iInj? :_q:~d_::r~'r:)Qtf~_h;hoiiCl~~:d~d:'#r~grar.rls:i;~i~~)~Pt~,~ented;pofh- iT-- Australi~~d,hci-jn;t~~natJbhdlfY. 
qi~~d'-'a!--~!_O~int}. t~e __ ga6-bety.re:~-n"tbe_; li'fefin'l'e __ e~pectarl~Y'li~_tw~~n, o_boriginat:\:md n~n,ab6;'igln<:ipe.or)i~~ 
surn';;:\div 6'--i~~i~rt}iec~'~merido~ons:- ,-

In-its- tTh~I~_~porti 'the' corilmitte'~ <re~obnised" that'-~~~erdLs lnquiiies_ and reviews ha:.;Ei: be_e~ 'Cqridu~ted' i'ntC; 
l~digeh;J·s:'~'iiscidyan'tag~:with;/nany-;s.;.imJ~stl~-ns:for_~h9_rige.:_d-nd y_et~jndigen'ou;'disadvarifqg~--ren:i-~i~'s.Th~ 
23 :r~d)r8~end~t'jo~s-built ~n'exlStthg-frafneWQ~ks-:~n-d tQ-bl~, a~Cj identified_' ar~~s-fd~-irtiprove;"'ent; -incli.Jcling t.h~ 
waY-ih~>j-~:]~y~rnrri-ent e~~Cig_es; wlth-Aborig,iiio--i.~hmh1~n'iji~s-tir)d-'tli~ W_6y_th9t r~sfrictive b~~Elaudot-ic Syst~f!JS ' 

res_uit in -6 fairuie-:to--addr~ss'inh~re-nt- p~obikrns\~ithi~ 'Ab~-rjgin'al- coni-mu~ities; The-- Corrlmittee also _ide-ntifieq 
greate;. flexibilIty in s~~<::~· d~Sign,-'proYi.si6n a~d irnple~en~~tfon _m a high 

priority for. every'governrhetl_t department. 

Government response: Received 27 May 2009 
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Inquiry into Homelessness and low cost rental: Social Issues Committee 

Refett~d;bY: ." . ;"Mlni~te~'f6~t:~~;l);)na---a-~_dWest~rn syd:~~y ." 

Date:, . :3 DeceFnber:2008 ' 
Re'po((date: -t~qUI[~;:Sfill--P(()~~~~jn'g,_qf 30,jun~:?_Q09"': 
tlearings: . '6' 

-~~'~~IS~i6'~~'. 
"-:--," '.' '- -------- - ,----,.- -:--, -,-'-,-: -" . 

So'mmclrY' of. terms:' of rE;fe:r~-r;c'~: 
rnquir~_:in_t6;'-bri(lrJ~<:irt' bA:~,~ii'~ie{,~n6-R:(6gfa-rD'$;-b.0fsi'de'9f:m_a.i~str~ci'rii- P_O~lic:_hO~~ihftt6o.njre b~irig' '; ': 
. jmpjej:ri~~~J~:d~-~JiJthj.n A~sf.tdiia:o~d: iri:t~_(~~·tib'&bll?:+ci;'~~dUd~ h6~~1'$:~sri'~'ss ,~n~-tn~r~~~~~u'i~~.a<iai(~~ilitY c>f k,~y~~' 

'- ---:'- '- -' :- -,-:: --- _:--,'-',.-"'< ' .-: ',~ 
w.orker ,acS'Q[llrDpqotion'. ',-:' . 

standing Committee on state Development inquiries 

Inquiry into nanotechnology in New South Wales 

Date: 

-,·tAi~~t~_{ibt:~~~i-~J~~ __ b~~_-"M~dj~d(:~~jebf~h:- ",2," 

"'5-be~i~b~;:;&if<-; . 
R~_P?rt:~d.!~-~--- h-;,.£c+bb~'~2bdk{ ,,;::}~,_:_.-,_ 
$G~~i;W~s2{ . i~~:'i?'i,!;i;.;~"i 
;.H~~~'~~sr;:~:-t 5 ·c\~~-~_~, 

, In:qtJ!J:-~'.f6t6::d~d-:r~_pqr1j)h}~;s~_~~;!,Wc}~ih9'-t?;-tlj~:;~rhe'~Qln~i;area;6,f;?~se<?ry~~:ar~' ,~§~i?i,6,pm_e_tif'i~:--_n:(:tQqfe~qhnol,~_gy -; 
.-ih-N~W:;i_n~lu'dinb:'cYrrbnfghci~fu+,&r~',\]~-r5t!cqti9bkfti __ e;-ppprbp(iate_~:~ss"bf-c-urr:ent;iegijlqtof';-:f(atn:~~orks-;:j~~-' 
1:~~I:pf:;C9,~fDvnItX;&l_~ers,tq~gih~{~D~:{~'6,~~d~)iX~~h~:_cih;~·th;~"~'lJ"PP·?~_:c~,q'4fr~,?;~q:c:G~hi.(e-th~"q~_~~'fii~;;~9f:" 

ttr~'r~p;b_~_:_n9t-e-?,":t~~'t:jhf:¥r~§:?f1~:?~6te,(;r~~_6i?~#,fs_;91'9td~1::~'fi~l~-h'~e;)t_s~if,_Clh:~',:'th'_W-:it-rs~~n:-:~t~a':,~p:~~~:,,;:,':,:-'~}!~; 
:'_9:6n~t6r;t de_v~i~pm~;~t;;·Ma:ny_'b-t:,-thJ_. r;~oes'-th~'C~~miffee::~xa;Uir1ed ,0er~' 's~ilJ;- and c,6,ntirHJe j~ 'b~j ;iI)~Ei~ljg,af~d.· ,; ',;' ,,'._' ,._ ' ___ ' - - ':' - -<, __ '_ ". ---" __ '0,', ,-" '", ,,' -_- " __ ,J.,, ____ ,_ -, ,,' ,_- ,-,-_ .,'- __ - ,'_' _" -, ,_ ,_ ~ '.' _ ,_ ',-__ - - -', ,," "_ _ ,- ,_ - -. ______ '.'.' ,_ -" _", 

ihejt::ohu:hihe';; {eP9rt~c(ibo{q~Y-b~~:r~g\lklf6~'Jrarn.~_i)i&ks;~Qr,:tlie:-mahqfl~iTl_~n+:9f'rid:rloin6t~'ria)s',bvEi"-their::;;-~ 
tif~,-~y~ie ;JtiCbe: (hos'feif'~~ti_v6;i:f.~th~Y 6iJ_:;j~B-I~~~rit~d.-i'-_bti~~(;ri~;: d'od -d'~'pll~d _t-on;jif~htiV:'at;th?--:st~t~'-d_~d: 
!~rr.j:t9~-,t~-Y~1. ,~ith- d'_c:J~9<~a_~,d:f9~;J~f~ri'~'ndri~Aoi}~sp;~,n~~:~~ , . 
Th'e-C6rbmitteeim:0'c;fe. Cl nv_ri1b.er:o(i~c0,mhie~dati90's'-f0. imprqve:the:Skjf.e:'s-capaCIty 'fo fost.er' resekirch_ fri 
n~h~tff6hriolagV C;Md'_t~',iiril5rQ~~:{R,~'b_ii_c;aw;:;;ert~,ss _6_f:-thj~:ftelcr-:-

:.-C»'h~r:-~o-mrrie~t$~:~~:ti_~~~'~~~~d}o'fh~-j~q~i~: 
--The:lnq0ifY_.exd~iiied i'he-j~p~~{-6'n _Niw-_of ~h~ AiJstraIiO(l_G'bvernrne!}f',:s No'fjonar, N.an6fechno'to~w strategy, . 

part-'6f. ~htch-inciu~e,d~.d' review of-:the current ~atjo_ncir.-t~g~i'dt.9rY '~6rne"';brks f~r na~omateria)s.' 

G~~erlim'ent"r~sP~rise:' Re_cei~'ed-29,AP"ril-2b,09 
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Inquiry into the New South Wales planning framework 

Ref~rr~~' bY':, 

Dd.t~:: 

Report-date_: 

S~ubm-issiori~: 

"-:- '-' ; 

MinisftirfqrPlanning 

'21 ~un~ __ 2008 -" 

iriq~:iry- stiil-Pto-c.~e:ciing of-so JYrle __ 2-0~: 
cn'4c; 

cif; 

j~,~'~~ci;Y- 9i_-:!;~,"_;,'~f:~~f~~~n~e'i.~' :',' 
fnquir&;_friN;;~-~~}~8.orh?n-p:~tiQ.naI>~:;'~;t~,f~rnCl-,ti#6:aJ ,fte_ndS_~in -~'-anning-_an:d--the:-n~~d-:fq~:furthf3r:-;deVe!o6_rn~-ri't,-,' 
6f:-t.~€f:"NSvl~I_~n6ih~:f{6Y;le';orkqhd:;itS- Lirrdefpin~i~g- re-~is!ation. ,C -,' 

~,th~~-':~~_iT1:~~-~t~~~rl'~"&~~kg~~_~rid:-t~;ih~_::iA~u;:~~ 
_-Tiie:_-NsW- ~~~jarh:~rifpbS~~:_d~~'~d~~-h:k t6-t.he ~il~jrbnrri~!ltaj-'Plah~i~g,-and A{sessn-;-ent. ACt j 97-9.' .During-

,---;, -. ____ -c---' :-',;,'--,- ___ >'.---/--_«:<' __ --::--> :-:'-, --:': -'.-,,--__ .--:_: ':-_ ';-' ,,---- -, __ -"---------- __ -' ,--c- , ___ '" :_:, :-:.-__ -, , __ '_" __ ' ,_-'-_'.' __ -:_: 

-;?_~?:9-t~J!l-;H9~1i9:~~~?t~._hjtl~S-~,::9rn~r,}irtt~rlt!;; thEJ?f~~.~ _~~~'Ntl~th,e.r~t~-~re:~w?,s' ,~:p~_~,~_ ror~q)y:~e_m_qti~:reriey{: 
dfltf~,'NsW,pld'~-~lhg,~;y;f~h;;aiCi);~~o(e,,\.J6_i_-~af~~d.::Jh!s'_~tJs~,th_e'.<;qtQIYslf~r,t-h~-:I_nqlii~·tieing;'~efeite.d-,_tQ:th;~, 
:---6j;ri-~fhk6.:,C" "''--</'' ' 

c :,, __ "', 

standing Committee on law and Justice inquiries 

Inquiry into the exercise of the functions of the Motor Accidents Authority and Motor Accidents Council 

- Ninth Review 

::---,,_--:,_/ ::'(: :,>,-o--:_,,;~ 

Date:: 

:'-.R~~:~A;~~dt~~;:~~ 
'--(~1~&;;26_~~ii:t~;_;~S~'X~~\~:'di:~nJe~-~'~ ;h~:~)-n~2j~":~~:-5-,'Jarc~_-~ci()~:;;:-~-- ,-'-

rS~pfertlbe~(200_8:' --
-~ij~~Th-;~d~:(~--'- -:~'::i:6Sj;,f'- <:»-:,.:':~;\:{:y.'~'---~", 
~~~~ff~~K:'>: -. "<,:~:>':':--':~:-' 
"<- >---,:,'::'.<._':'.'-'--.:-,_/::-----_'::-_ ".<r-:, -"---'.~' 

SUlJlrri .. a_ry::'of. terms_ of ref~re:lJc:e: 

T~'~,:;_;~9~:h)Hf~-~~ff~-~~d~n,:?~;g?lO,g; ~ql~·:i?,:f~_YI~1j~g~;thf,~:x~tcjs,~:,(),f:f.~-~ !W~ctio,n_s' 9,t t,h~::-~(),f?r:A;c~i¥eh.ts:-i~:~)th6ritY-
:iMAA}'q'tJ~&Jh~~;M~10j(~~~ici~nt~::~.o"~.n.~il,(MA6f·T.h~:~'AA:r~,-6.-_siotu,tpry>-~o~po.r~tion!jhqf reg~i~t~s:t.h~,N-.S-W.,:-_M6t-C;( 
. ~'t:qjd,EiJ{t#:'g~~-~:ijj_~~'-ifWa~:~:st~,\Jli;he'2{u~~<{~i-~ti)~-,¥6f6t-;Aftdd,~ri~ts~Ad· i9:S'g, ok 1-9--~q~ch-'1:989:-~,~d:Cdhf_inl,:e5, f~- '. 
b:e,:G~ti,st~~-t~~(0~deFthe::M9tp'r--Acdb~_nti',_C'6nipensd,ttqn,:.Ad :1_--9_9-9;-' 

, -- '" - -, ,,- '- ,- - -',- -- " -, "_ ,t,"'- ,- , ' 
-,-" 

s~-riundrY __ ~frePbrt/r~t-Qnim,e-ri,dcdions: ,', 
{~)his-,RJvi~w:{b:,~':cdrh;,rittf~~';'foc~s~~'~,bn:jh~:C!ciiirii-:-As's~SSrrl~~-t'~_~-d~R~S.ohJ'ti~h:-servlce·{CA_RSh-d~:~drlY~cli~pute 
;'rt¥~o.!utib~',i~r1i~e:(6r ~~_~p~'hsb:tr~'ri: rri~T-t~--(~S-The -.co:mrfiittee, r~porte~d __ fh~f- 'th~ :'MAA _~nd the,'MAC-:c~nt'inu~-t6-
'pe~f6r:~-' tk~i; fu_ndi~~ki~, d:co'mp:~·f~'~--t--_an(i~H~_dIv'~ 'rn'd~i1'er-arid -th~t G.~:RS 'is: p~rf6r~ing J..elf':-Th'e--c6nirriitl~~ 
-~6de,1-6,-~~ct)rriHi~'ndbtibriS''f~_latinQ:t6 'CA-RS,~ahd _other aspe~ts 'df the- s_~he~e. 

Oiliik:~~~~~Js':a:~_~' ~oc.~g'rO~_~d' t~':fhe' iriq-Ui~:-
ih~ C6mmif-t~Efm-ad~--o-recoinl"Y!endat(0n-to- the'-Legislat.ive-,C6undrto consider amending thfJ resoluti'o0: 
desigriatiog:'lts revlevV-rb!e;-;;.o-th-at-("eview~-6f th& MAA -9nd MAC were -carried- .out biennbUy i~stead of annuallY. 
The Legislative_ Co_uhdl.,sL1Ppo'rted this reco~mendatton-_?ri,dthe re_s.ol~tion was amended on- 22 Od.ober200B. 

Government response: Received 10 March 2009 
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Inquiry into the exercise of the functions of the lifetime Care and Support Authority and the Lifetime Care 

and Support Advisory Council- First Review 

. Ref~,iTed by 

Dqte: 

.R,ep-ort'dafe:._; 

SubMissions:: 
• 'c' __ 

, , ' '-

The"qq01trJ,itf~~,'r~~oiv~~_ to ~9-~me,nGe;: t:h~';-nqu.lrY, 6n' 5--Mqrct) '2008 

30' Q;ctc;b~~:'2008--

,H~~Ii~'9,s::'~-' ~ , 1-

,:su,"l~ar,;,:~H~i.rn~,;Q'f ,r~fe'ren.,~-e~-- -
Th€/:Achci:d,0ir~5:9::'~-6rDrt;Ht~'e:'O(tt:l€t:~~g'i1!ati~~'-,C6~,~c:iI:.t6,iSU~;;;r:Vi~~'fh~ ,ex,~tc'ise,:df.thEdund{o,~s,~.::q(th-e~~ltetim~.\ 
C6r~ __ a~d':~:6'~6birA0Wi'~At,y~d~',d ~fh~" {iiEitiin~"Car~::'S~d SGp'P,dft,AdviSqfy, CC;-ul-t,til., lh~ ,l.if~tiine"cQr\:~'--ar;c{S~pp'o;t"~i 
Schem-e" ~drnmence'dPp~~6tk)n ;,irt,0,~,t~b€i,20ti6;'~: ',:.-
,'iu~'~~';';;~~~;~:~~,J~it~~:~~~:~~d~~i~:~>': -
i~)~i~;Jitsf R~~i.i~v:/:!h~".G;rn6~ift~~:~,~B!;;fe;C;(6 ~qhge-:: Of:'ls~,0es-,th,af hdV~":er:n~rg~~~,:$r~cEf~l~({liieti~~,:~d~f~ ohci:' , 
~.4p:6q,~~S,6Htfm~'~~~,t<?n-i&J,f$Ei~bm:e~n,1+q;ri'~'~&~r;'grWlik;h)t.hd~~ugg~st~,~;~~~9:Qld~be'rrt~'~ihit~d:9~;'Irhpr~,,~~,niq'ti9'ry: 
P(qc,~~~is;'lt: h~cp-rYim,eh'd~E;id:'eXfebQfng"--the:jnt~·rt~t?~6fti~ipcitjQfi ~of c~ifdt~h':'rn,'ihE{Sctle~ii1Era~d--thht.:~:Ck},si~erbtlon : 
b~~-gJ~g~'~36' fh:~ ~i,~'d§P,~Dd~~,t; l~~i~Wc6f,:d~qi~.i.oit~/6:h't{the:'p,i-dyr;j,qn ,6i:'I~'d_e:beQ'd~rit 'Qc:i~~~,OC~,f6r pddici'~dnbJh,: ,: 
-thJ,: S~;;h~~~~"';' (>:>:)~\r 

·::G~~~i~4~~~i~~~p'!g6~~';\R~;~:i~~:a~;:N;~Y:~2Q~ E',-; ':~~,:'X,:, ',';';" 
Inquiry into legislation on altruistic surrogacy in NSW 

·2;j~lyd()b8> ..... , 
Date::'-

R~P;~~:db'te':- 27 Moy2009· 

su~J,~ji~ibns;:"::-, ': '. -, 40:.-
.. ,'"'' ,'. '. ',c 

H~~'~Fgs~:""",_ /~ 4 ' 

sJ __ rilm6iY 'afiter,lns, Qf,re,t~rence;. ,,",. 

,"<'"'",, 
"S,~" 

1,!1qiJi'(~, jnt6~n'drep';rt,Qn,,0'h;;t~er'NS:W:':I~grsi9fi9h,,~~quires,ai-Deh:drrieri't 'to b~fter cfe~(~i/h aitruislr~:~u~O~aCY:· 

, ~un~m.a~:~~'re~~'rV'.~~(tQmm~ndatiQn~~ :',:.' 
. The--j~pprt:not~d"tne,'liriiite,dl~9:G"rdtion~'of,'djttui~.tic,,~urtog-acY in,NSW,9-nd ,thf;-:~bht'entk?1Js_,dnd divisiv~' 
nature:6fthE'i:iss'ue. The: C6nimitt~-e"6d9pted th'e princip!~, of minimoi'gpvE?fn,me(lt,in'fervenHo'n; foqising 
its"recomhi~hdati6n~ o'n ate,as'whe're:.the protess coVld'be improved"taiherthan'lnvolvirg)'itseif'jn' the 
estcibtishrnent: of suitability :dnd, eligibilitY, crifeda.-

. . 

Recommendations were'made to imjxove, the process by' which parties enter into altru,istic,surrogacy
arrangements. by,way of appropi-iate counselling and legal pdvice; and tq-,facilit9te the transferral-of 
pqrentage 'from the: birth, porent(s) to the intending parentis). 

,'Government response: Due ,27 November 2009 

, 
'; 
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Inquiry into adoption by same-sex couples 

i?efE?!fedby"~ 

Date: 

'0~i;t~r.r~f:~Qrr;i-n9~itY- S~_fv)G~S ~ 
2iNoy.ern~er 200e-, 

. '[rYq~i.rY :stHI f?rOCeeding·_'qf30:-June.fo09. 

34L 

2_~i)n:d:ays an~:-.1-_h9,lrfJ6y· 
s~rif~~tY:of. f~~ms':~f}~f~~eri~~e~' ';
;~~v'i;e}ht~ -_a-n~_rep6d ~ori 'laW:fefor~'· !s~_ue~ :~~g-brdiftg W,h-eth-Jr. NSW adoptlb(f taws\h6uld_:b~ -q~:e~~~d:-tb_~ allow_ :j 

, sdth'~_~s~'){~~bOP[~~i;-:'6d_Q~t:;: 

Second Review of the lifetime Care and Support Authority and the Lifetime Care and Support Advisory Council 

R,~l~:~~Ct.~9Y::\ 

D2lte: 

--"s:t_a'tli}~:;~/~~Yie;;-b-rid~hh~~Mtitd~ ~cc;i~-en_f.~'::{tif~ti;rt~:~2&e':6rid' sG'p-~bh-t'::f\'~'t~:'2(}j6-,TNswi . 
-: -~~~:_~g~_;~~ti'~~_r~i()IS~-it.~:~b:~~en_~~:--~h:~:j-~~~ir~>~n.:;l :~,: M~rCh 2bcW': " 

-R~b~~:;~_&~~~::~:'-~':'" ::--:lri_~6i~:st~u:~rh~~~~;ih~~:~}_~'6; JJ_~~-:'2~---";~ 

:-:~- ,',::,.\ :',:;'-; " -

lii~;9Firig:s:-~-

; iU:rhfuciiY:_Q{f~_;'~~:~f?~fe!~~t~: 
':)6~;:t~S!e~-0,k~.s:#~,~~<~i~~_i!J~¥~rf,:t~~1~~-~.If,~9~iy~_::~~0?~il:-f4: _,'~()P'~rvis~-':fh:~:::~X~[?iSe __ Of:-the, fv~~t}~,~S:i,_,p{ fhe./Llfefi~eoi 
,Cd~e,and:-S~_pp6r.fA(ith~ri!y;qhcf.f~e:Cjiefjrrj:e:_-C:qr~:O_n~:tSl!ppor--t,Ad.yisory~tQunciL,'Tt1~~_L~e,Hme,-Care-:and Supp'ort~i 

.--s'c~~0~:'cb~m~~e-(f:6b,~rb_tj6rt; i~~q.d!6beE'.200~'.< 

Privileges CommiHee 

. Citizen's right of reply 

Under standing orders 202 and 203, any person who 

has been referred to in the House by name, or in 

such a way as to be readily identified, may make 

a submission in writing fo the Presiden.t requesting 

that they should be able to include an appropriate 

response in the parliamentary record. The President 

then has the prerogative fo refer the submission to 

the Privileges Committee for inquiry and report. 

During the reporting period, the Committee 

tabled one report concerning a citizen's right 

of reply. Following a resolution of the House, the 

recommended reply was incorporated into Hansard. 

The right of reply was in response to comments 

made in an answer to a question on notice 

published in the Questions and Answers Paper. 
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other activities 

During the reporting period, the Cornmittee met with 

the members of the Tasmanian Select Committee 

on Ethical Conduct as part of the Tasmanian 

Committee's inquiry into ethical conduct. 

The Committee also met with the Parliamentary 

Ethics Adviser, Mr lan Dickson, in accordance 

with the resolution of the House of 28 June 2007 

appointing the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser. 



Procedure CommiHee 

Inquiry into limiting debate. tabling of papers when the House is prorogued, absence of a quorum 

and rules in the galleries 

Ref~rred by,': 

~eport date-: 

Submissions> 

-S_eifr~~e.rence ~ndeLSCj-205f2J (a) 
, i March '2009 

o 

0 .. < . 'c-.-_' 

Si;Jrriri1o;[y:?i:t~:~p..s:Qfr~fei~_~'de:-'·'<; ~ - ;:, ., ,-, -,.-:>:<-:,' '>'., , 

rt;Eicoi-hmit.teie:,8-dopted. fl1is t~f~reoce-jn' resp_bnse-J~i_vdd9.qs:-rii6'tte'fS, raised -b)ithe_-Piesid.~nt; arisin-g .lr{ fhe_' 
~_0:\~is:~:bnd--rbf~~<i_---tiV: t~e:~Clerk:_~ -~

SU,mmar1(ofrep,o!:fj f~cQ-"irn~hctqti()~s: '.', 
_Th.~: 2~~~jtfe~;-r.~hi:>;nrre~-~ed:th6fi 

:-stdil~i~g-- ~jds'r::-1-98:Qe d~~,ri0~~fby:w~VQt::-~e:~'~'6do'rot~~dd':r~q0ire __ thtlf f't,& -s-ub~~qGent pr~:G-~~l!fdHr~qtio;it . 

•. :St6-h~iB~:'t;t~'er:-:~kb:~'::q~~h~~;d-bY:;~b.Y:'o.6;~~~'fb:~~Lb~~~f:f~~~_!~rtfy--di!arlg_em~:iif;'f6~i.h~,:tC;~ir~-~:Qf-" 
.' -'~':q~¥-~_r,0~Q:~-~:#t~~i(fh~fH'O~-s~-'-rs:F~~9!dgu~~P ~;, :(;~\;,:],-:: 

1~t~iWS:~t~~4%6#~~~;~~~rdi~~:trfd~::~~~hi&~t~~;~~[(~~~tr::~tCk.ofyq0~;~m.~~· .. ···· 
. '" Ni1~~8~G_s~:·-~dd~;i-~Y::i.~~6iutr6~; '~f::d_~WfinGjAk;~fidd,~.jr~~::f~;~;~i~it6'r,sJoiuie: Pfe~id~'nVs' Gall~erY'd~~IV.1Sjf~i~i: 

~- ~:'-;$_?J'~fi~-~::~-:~/ ,':-' , "'-<';::?,{~ ';~;:(\--t --;-; ,'0 

'. ~-' -- --,:;''-----' .,,', -<,:{:_';;F~.'-'·-
.- oth'~if--,comrri~'nJs~:::'::':' ,'--- . /; -,,-,}//.-<,/ 

f_~i,16;iing-~Me)d;~jAi.g bi--th~+e~br'{ __ th'fici'~o-v_~':fb:Ji:t~~q,rJhf~-h;d8'ji~fli we(e-pldC~d_;dn' Jhe_ N;~i~k?:-~a~er d{' -
·Busi_h~s~-_6d~-~':Hq'U-i~.:--f6ii:6Wiri~i,~6:~suit;;ti~~~~~t0~eri~-th;~;P9_rt)~i:'}'n~'Jfrst.th(~~:iteh1s:we'r.e',ad~bi~d:by,:thg:;' 
H~_~~~-d;';;ij~~_i:~o}~?:J5e:qtF_$'r ite.n~:r_~!qf_inttt&r;iJ--le~:-,~~(:vi~j:r6~sj-.~.m9i~~d--O~:th~;_fl9ti9~ pq--p_~k~~fth,;~-:~h«b.f.J 



General Purpose Standing Committees 

The Legislative Council has five General Purpose Standing Committees (GPSCsj. with each committee allocated 

responsibility for overseeing specific government portfolios. These accountability-oriented committees were 

appointed in 1997. A distinguishing feature of the GPSCs is that. in addition to receiving references from the 

House, they have -the power to self-refer matters for inquiry. The GPSCs are also distinctive in not having a majority 

of Government members, thereby reflecting the composition of the House. 

The ministerial portfolio responsibilities of each GPSC are outlined in the following table: 

GPSC 1 GPSC 2 GPSC 3 GPSC 4 GPSC S 

p:remi~(; --- '-)- i Health 

Arts:" 

-T;~_cisu,~_::' 
-' "'-" --,- - '- ' 

',-r'h';~[~bi;16tb~~'\ ' 

. -":':_~'~_: __ :-:o{::---; 
, ;~«.---~ 

Central Coast 

Ageing 

Disability Services 

Aboriginal Affairs 

Education and 

Training 

Community Services 

IIlawarra 

, Pbiice-," 

'~'~BfciAff6i~S:' 
Transport 

LdnEf,s', Planning 

~ '~othi:-is8i~rrirrie:~t-:','-" Redfern Waterloo 

Fair Trading 

. En~;:g~//::'/-' 
:Miri~~cit"R:~sou~6~s :. 

---:~:~rimb~'_ r6~:~~f~~s 
sf8~:_:b~,~~_k;~~-~-~?~: 

/ di~6i~~'tija-n:ag ~:' " 

~;~A;ff~.r~~y:;-_~,_~~~~di~ Citizenship 

----I'iidiJiirtbl':'k,eiOti~~s-, Emergency Services (d6-M_~~~~&"/i:-'", _,-.::~:_"1 
:-'c~~~~fiv~-~~i)~c~s-:') Small Business -':W~;'f~:f:>'- »' , , 

Medical Research 

Tourism 

:';dcitriihg 6rid':R:adAb~-:~ Hunter 

'-'sp6d:a~~f~e&~~ti~n:; Health (Cancer) 

: ;~:u~~~,~-i;_J-JlJst.i2~-j-,; "-
-YQrh~t~~~ih~l 
";~b:ufh<'- . 

-' --- ,,'-->' 

,:V~~t$;ari°i(A~d,ir~,,, 

~tfJtd~~8rY 

:- , 



General Purpose Standing Committee membership 
Membership of the five GPSCs is summarised in the following table: 

Member Party GPSC 1 GPSC 2 

Ajako •. John . LP 

Brown, Robert S 

Cdto!1zaritL Tony _ ALP Member 

Clarke, David . LP .. 

Cohen, Ion G 
.. 

Colless. Rick N 
. . . 

-Donoelly, Greg ALP 
. 

Member 

Fozio, Amenda ALP .. 

Ficara, Morie LP Member 

Gardiner; Jenny, N 
... 

Griffin, Kavee 
. 

ALP Deputy Chair 

Hale, Sylvia G . . ...... 

Kaye, John-
.... 

G 
. .. 

Member 
. 

Khan, Trevor N .. 

: Lynn, Charlie- LP 
.. 

.. 

Mason..,Cox, Matthew LP Member 

. Moyes. Gardon CDP Member 
.. 

Nile; Fr'ed CDP 
. 

Chair . 

- Parker, Robyn . LP .... Chair . 
Pavey, -Melindo -- N Membe-r 

Rhiannon, Lee G· . 
Robertson, Christine ALP Deputy Chair 

Sharpe, Penny ALP Memb.er Member· _ 

Smith, Roy S 

Tsang,_Henry ALP . 

V6Jtz, Lindo ALP 

West, km ALP Member 

Westwood, Helen ALP 

GPSC 3 GPSC 4 GPSC 5 

Deputy Chair 

Member 

Member 

Member 
.. 

.. Chair 

Deputy Chair 

Member .. 

Chair 

Chair 
. 

Member 

Member · 

· 

· 
Member 

. . 

i 
Member 

. · . .. . 

I 

.. 
Member 

.. 

. 

Member Member 

.. 
Member ! 

Deputy Choir Member 

Member Member 

• ALP - Australian Labor Party· CDP - Christian Democratic Party· G - The Greens· LP - Liberal Party 

• N - The Nationals· S - Shooters Party 

. 
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General Purpose Standing CommiHee activity 

GPSC inquiries are generally initiated by the committees themselves, under their power to make a self-reference. 

GPSCs may also receive terms of reference from the House. In addition to undertaking inquiries into specific 

issues, GPSCs are responsible for the annual examination of the Budget Estimates. The activities of the five GPSCs 

in 2008/09 are summarised in the foJJowing table: 

GPSC 1 GPSC 2 GPSC 3 GPSC 4 GPSC 5 

-Inq('iri~_s:~ 

s'/biDis~I~ns -
Me_~fi~~s . 

- He_a.rirtfi~'>-,·, . 

Witnesses_ 

. Public-foilim;s:--

F_O(U~ ,~~~~-~~~~::- ->:.-

Site '~i_~]t~'- -
'-'-'.', 

Rep'orKfab]eo:-_',:; 

2 

o 
16 

12 

51 

o 
o 
o 
2 

265 

34 

.21 
.J4!> 

Cl. 

4 

General Purpose Standing Committee No 1 inquiry 

Inquiry into Budget Estimates 2008-09: GPSC 1 

<:"-._-'---"_,:',''co' :~_'-':---,.-';' , ,J.--: ': " 
Date_" " '--;:;-'~'5:'De,d~mbgr<1007. :,' . 

;,R~P6rt"d~t'~:, . <';:--~!/~~~~~~'2~09 ' 
Hedong~::· }r ,-= 
, '-'-',' - '-' 

,,-' "'." 
Subrni_ss~bns . 0-' 

2 :1 3 

453 l~. 0 

23 15 14 

n 9 9 

75 69 55 

0 0 

0 0 

4 0 

2 2 

s_um_~~_iY'-~;';t~r~s~~i(~f~;finc~~"
itiqVi~~fjhtQ-:cibci:'~~p,§,~,:6_8,t~_~:-B~0ct~~fEstim9t~s.:,qrtchel~f~~:(p,dP~r~:fdr~fbe:ftr16riCIdr\~~a(-'2~i_Q{ f_$r:~fh-e 

"r)'~rff9J10St~f:R~b~~~S;~p~h{dn,_d::0idteM:ti;'('<~J~bQ'c~j_;lrtffOSJfv_9i0-~e;~Re9ulOfp0l-Re-fo,t~, Th~"_r:.egfs:l:?tU:~e',:treasury:: 
,P'r~rni~r; .A~s; 

Inquiry into the need for a mini~budget 
, ' .. 

, Referref:j :by:' 
Dot~: 

. ~ . '.:. : ,:,---, ,- -,- -: 

'~·A':SJp'f~rhber 2008 

Report date: _ -'~O-:8~td~:r:2008 
Submissions: -:0.-:-' 

H_earings: 

Summc:li"Y _of-!ei"ms o,f refe~eri_ce: 

Inquir~ rnto' arid repod'on-the, need,_fbr a mini-budget 

Summary of report/recommendations: 

The Committee examined the n~ed for Cl special mini-budget to reflect the changed fiScal outlook for 

New South Wales. 

other" comments.and background to the inquiry: 

The Commiitee did_rioJ call_forsubmissions given the short fimeframe for' the Inquiry. 

Government response:. 

The report did-not include any recommendations. 



General Purpose Standing CommiHee No _2 inquiries 

Inquiry into Budget Estimates 2008~09: GPSC 2 
'- - - -, --' 

'le'gii;'19tIVEi-c:6u'ii~ii~'-~ 

-Dqte: 5_ be~-eh1be;~oOi 

REftp_orf d6"f$:-' ;3 :M~;c~_~2009~> 
:$'0h~IsiidriS::-I~' ,·'-.6 

H~ariogs:~:', "c ,'8 

·{~~;~~~_~:Jj't_~~-~s-,9i~~-,~~-~·i~~---:~:> -,' 
'lh9~.ir~:-into,-oh'~;t~_~~'_rf~6rft~e~-~~~9~f-}~,STi;h:clt~~:'(]_(1;dJel()ti~stpg~~-~f9t tbtf_finariti~-1 :Y:e-9r2~{_~,:-:f,9t:_~~:~ _ :_, : ':' _ : 
P.6dfOJ,iO~,:tJ'I':I~Plt_h,_'_o~nfrgl\:tQd~UA~~ihg;-pis9_pility-:s?rvf~esi-_A,p.ori~_jnafA.ff9trs/l;d,(JcQti.o:n_-'a.nd,trq.inJ~~;'-WQ(nen;,_i 

The management and operation of the NSW ambulance service 

R:~te~~d':~;: 
dVf~'.: .j Sl0aV2Q08··· . 
'~1g~'ri~:~;~;~~ . -, --2o'8:~t6b~~:10b~\-~:'; ~ 
:.~ G't~1s;i~~rlS~':~" ~: --:?~: ~i~i!J,~4J~'~~&~/g~(-;,~ ;?-::-"": 

:.'_8~~b·~~~~t~:-:::-~'; 
~;f~;:Y;;!{~':'-- -;' -, '/:: ~-':-:-1\ 

:,),'y--

;-,,-

!-'j:' 

~~~Qi~&~~~11~1~:~~~~e~~obitii;~~hf~r1dQPir9ri~~~ibflti~y>0Arnb~\ci~beservice,in~!uding.iti.·.·· •• ··• 

, !, 

" 'J 
i 

m_6bbge~~/")t~structu~~/a'Qd_stb~f resP6hsi'bjliJi~.s;_j-~§r~it~Oe'~f;\rai~in;~, __ cin~ ~~ten'ti(~r"); ~c'c~pa.tron:~I- \1~qlth.:_aiJq.~-
~b;~1'i;:~Dd'-dP~~9t.iq:n:aLiss~~~;\;·" J', j 

:' i:~:~~~,~:_:f';:r_Ji~~j~~;~~~_4~~~d.4t,i~,ris,:\~:-~:-';,~,_~C 
_Ke,X __ IssU'~~'~OIs:~:c{d4riog,'t~e':J_~3'~Xo/-i?-CrU-&,~-~ise'riQ~S'-,~60,2~i_~:s' d:t{6'~i:fh~: ArTi,b&r?_ri_c#:-~:~~1i9:~:(~':~ci:n:qd~rh~nt(1:rtd ') 
_c~fi_C'r~~-' ~a_~ti~'~_i~t1r,::th~:;6_~~9~e,~C_~-"Of' ~:~lIr[~gp,~?:::~?~g;~S'~l~rit~'-TH_~:izq,~~it~~~~rn:~:(j~::45"rec?~,~'~~:d~ti~ __ n,,~-'~-'lhe:,! 
'CohirriifteC; e~Phci~[s_eii thaf fh~: Mi~ist~r-'fbi Hearth '~nd' Dir~ctb'~ G-enerol of Health,are_ resp_~t:l'Sible:_for-' ~Xs~;in--g: ' 
"'; __ , __ " __ ~' '.-'--. _ -'_' "_ 0 '-i-','- ," ,_ "'_"'- -_ -,' . "-, /.' _,-,- __ ,_' _c '_ -_" :.-_-; _ -'_'--:' _', - __ -,', , .. - .' -, c_' _ ,_,_ ,- '_- _'.' ___ • "-' ': -. _,' ;'._:--' __ c_ 

fhqnh~_:seMc~'s.'seOi9r,exe;ttjttV~)Jf~-:rGinJliO'!;i:th_eii-:d_uti~s; .. --
dt~~i:~~~'~:rl,~ht~'ci'rid;'~~2kc~'~o~~~~t~'ih:J,'i~q0i;Y::,': 
Th,e; __ <:6~,mltt~:~'.re'cq~~~'~:d~d-J6-~-{g~-Sd:~~',cqn(jJ';;.t':~d reVj~~'9'f-f~e_ f~co~"ntPenda-fioii;':9f !h~,r~p_brt;'ih-. 
Oddber2009; 

G6V~,~~~e~~t,'re~P6~.~'e'::_:~~6~j~_~:f4 ~b/26,09 
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Inquiry into the Program of Appliances for Disabled People 

, ~e:fe~etl~~::--- $elf-re.f~lre8 

D>ote: " --26 jUr1e,,2bo~ -

R~:porf9~:t~'~' -:; 1-5: De,cktnber-.2OPa 

S-ybhilssiQ-ns: 7-7> 

si:J'm'@tiry~of~t~'rrr\~-6f-i~f~~e'h6~;-" 
'{ri-~'~i~~~-jntq:and~~i?~[fOri.:W~~--prdgi;rri:'bfi\pPlbh-GecJ:-for Pi$~~led:PeOPle',(PADF);;i:ncIOdiQgj:tdeqi:Jacy:-6'f 
'f,L! ~-difi~Yi;ri~~~t:-6(~ __ ii~nt<~(ai~.ing~ ii~fs' ~~~: 6tti~r~ ti~:ajJtl~~~_Gto-rs_,_ ~ff~ts. qf 'c~n_trqljsi~~_Io~gem~~t _ ~en:t.res;:c 
--~~P';'iJlb~8i~n:~s_s':~-~Sf_&_q-hity"?f:~,ng!~.iHty_~~q(j:ir~_~~_;'t~;-an_g-fJ.t~~~::dePbrtmerlt~tres'p6lisi~illty_:f~r._th-~-'PADP; 

,JB~~,Sq¥#:i.H~~::m6;&_~{~ifJ#~~:0~-~,:d~,~ti6nS:~:\h:~':k~Y;,-r~:~'b_m,~~:,1dci,(i~_rts:q_~i~_, t6-:b();~st ::'h_~_:pr9grd~ 's,N(ld~~~r;:' 
"~n~J,8_ii~~ t~~pr6~-r~m:~~;~~~:'~0titi.6~'en* -r~fh_e;- th~ri··~;~ibil\ty b,~si~;'_ 6t~'er reco·~:n.ri,e·~Pati.d~sy{ef~,_d~;r9~~ciJ~ 
[(n'~Vdv~;Jh&'~~;b:JiSi~~_':{)f:s~0h~~S'_qQ~d'-QdTfrti~fr6fibh,,_:to~;--~6r~:-cid_eq_u9tehis6p'~_6_rt:it)~51~eCls;_6f'pe6PI~-:~it-h 
c;-'dis6_Q,lii~J' -' ", . c' - >, ,','.- ,~- • : • -, ,:.' ",-' 

9th~i,,<5~i;d~j~~~d~(Jc~co~rtdj~f~el~~uW.· .. ..• ..... .... ... ..... ... •... .. ..• ..><> .... ........ . ...•...........•..••••.....•..... 
:,In:,:.~9:f::P~iP.ft~,9f_~r?-?us~:~:~:08~ts_~p?epq(~d:Cl ~~_~_?r;_fq~}fle,_:_t'Js_~;_~Gov,~_r~ril,~9,t'::fOII.?_;i,r_Q-:?' _~~I~t'rftVf~,~, 9f-th:~_: ,:,;~:' 
p~~,~:~b_rn: j~~·-h,s_w:,,:.G,~~Jrome'tl't'~~'pp_o_-rted;a_'no.:~q_d·b_egu_~ ,irllP,I?rnEm,ting 21 ~fJIi~,~o're_kbrrl~_ei1ddti~_~S':; - . 
-i~;c;:IGai-ri~::gehfr~}i_~i8~i:P ;/[)~'f_Jn-cii~ri,s.:.:~:' -~:- ~~<~'" -, 
~;t;:~~~~·~_~~'~:!~'~~~~.~,2:~rge.:i~:~1::,~~'~j0rt~-~d66~"_ 

Inquiry into the governance of NSW universities 

':::','--/-:' ':::: :::'-, ::~- 'co; 
1{~p6ri;~t~t~: ' 

, 

;~~l.i:k~fe.ii:~~{--~-'·· 

··H66jbb;;;2bo~·.··· 
:';:-jJ~~~:1do~';:,:~ 

';ub~:i:ssidci:s:,~--~' -::";-~:,~~,:;":., -'~" 

'-~i~riKg}~-,~::r" ~-;'~';T,>-~~-: 
-'S'}~'&~~'9'he.~~s-:cif.'i~'k~~~~:~;::: . 
Jnq-_Gi(~ J~t~ :a~'d}~P"6rt ,bh +h~_'-,c!Jb'eh~f stdte---6t~bxeman.ce_-bf, NSW __ :univ~rslti~s~--:-

,'--',' "_:i:': _ -':- ' __ ~~ -': :_" -- i_:-_:~:' _,_'---:-:_>' -"' ,-:::;-,_'-:<_:, ',~ :--
Sti,m"f'nary 9t(~p'ort/recbmmen&ltions: 

T'he ~EipQ-rt~ad~ -1:2_r~c~;':"'m~ndc;tIons to l~prove'u-niversity-~6ve_rnanc~-j~ Ns_0.--The'-_Committ~e:rei::orh,hiel}d€H~r 
greQt~r fteXiblUb/ f~( ~niv,~~sitY g6_ver'~ing-b~d~s -lo :tailb~-their- governa~~e 'arrange~'-e~t; -t'o' ~e-~f their spebjj~i:: 
needs; 'C)thEk ie~~rnme~d~-tions-incliJded -that universities be able to remunerate governing body members 
ohd)o have access t<;> an-, eff~ctiye mechOllisrn to di$mi,ss a Chali_cellor. 

Government resPQnse';-:O_ue 1 December 2009 
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Inquiry into bullying of children and young people 

~efell'eq ~by_: 

"Q9t&:~' 

Rep9rt\j(:}te~': ' 

Submissioris:" 

H_e,~rin~:s~ 

$ite-- ,YISif.~: 

- Seif~refemid 

-~-'g~-c;~~~~r-~OO8;'~-:" 
- ,- ,-'- --:-. '-;, ,--- "- -

l~q~.frY -stIli '~r6~~-e'ding 9.t'~O JOre. 2oQir-

57 

'.3 

>.l:" 
$Q~'rha-;y;()l*~trris ofi~f~{eri~'~;-
:-[~qu_i~~_;i~;6::9n.(j_re~()r((}~'b~~t-~i?;cti~~;_d'p'pr~9,G~$_s:}q_ req,0c~_:buIlYlng-'9f_chljere~:-q~d-y~C;~g P~;6pi~: 

General Purpose Standing CommiHee No 3 inquiry 

Inquiry into Budget Estimates 2008·09: GPSC 3 

-~~:i:6~~~trib~'r:-~66;'--' ; 
-_R~-~:()-J:2idt~,~:~::-': -;. :_,: :;r6;'2~~-~:ri'~&k'"::-:~~'-

"-, 'J; .<' - -------

:~a~s~ti}S:(,· .• '::: . , .. y~t;;>-;Iii";; ..... . 
::-$('-~tii*~~:6f~~~h1~;:~'U~f~'~~:ti~,~};: ;-Y.<~';": :,::- __ 

'-rq~~.it~';in.t9;:~~d::r~p:6'~::66~·fB~:~B0:C;f9_~t:::E~'ti&;;re{~6d:_-r~l:at-~~:'pcii:)e~~;fq_:rdh~:_fj_~ph~iqi:-y~qr:;1f1Jfit/q;;}; f~r-' i6f'-cc 
-pq-df~_iib~~of,l6C-ql---GQ.\;~(:n_hi~ii{:~~n:tt1i"He(1Ith;,~-:po-iid~~'li:i~ds::-,E~Jrg_:~,n~:y::S?fVj9k_s~'-A-fforn~y.:G~~~[dc-JD~'tice:,-:~:: 

Inquiry into the privatisation of prisons and prlsonwreiated services 

~,~f~~~~,~~_y-:-
DOte:,- -

Ri~~rtd~t~::" _ 
s0-h~iSSiOdS:' -: ' 

1-!$:9_rihgs:-

-:-.-::-:: :s~if~r~t~~-;~d:
~7;:_6~~~~_6~~:i608}"~:~:;':~:'---"~ 

f' 5:j0~-~:'-2069 

45k' 

Site visHs; , 3_ 

'S_u:mmcir¥ ot i~rms:orref~~e_ric-e:' 

-_",--c 

Inq~j~e:i~to 6-~~fr~po'rt-_6_ri t~~ f~pact, costs:andexperience~--of-pr.ivatisdtion of,prisQns and,--prfs6n:':relate:d servIces' 

i~_ ~$v~«md -other jU,rlsdic-fiO'ns. 

Summary ofreport/ieco'n'n'-(mdatio~s:: 

ifie--1I1quiry arose offer d deci~i9n was made by -the NSW Government to priv9tise Parklea and Cessnock prisons and 

the C6urf-Es-cort-Securify"Unit (CESU): The Corrimhte~ made l8-recommendations, whic_h induded exJending plans 

t<;, delay privcitisafion-of fhe_CESU,: improving .transparency,and accountability in prisons, and allowing privateiy run 

prisons to revert to public management should }hey fail-to-meet fundamental contractual-obligations. 

Other comments and background to trye_inquiry: 

After submissions had !=>e_en made to the InquirY fhe NSW Government reversed its-decision to privatise Cessnock 

piison.lt re'-confirmed its-decision fo privatise Parklea, and put a six-month hold, on the privatisation of the Court 

Escort Security Service. 

Government response: Due 5 December 2009 

I 
I 
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General Purpose Standing CommiHee No 4 inquiry 

Inquiry into Budget Estimates 2008-09: GPSC 4 

Ref€'iJied by: 

Da.fe:: 

~ePQ&:~df~::,' 

s;(jbmission~f 

,'HeQ~~~~{~ , 

:C~gi~[qtivJ;CQun~II 

, ~"ri~c~rii~(i '2067 
5;,tarcl}?009 

'ti 
,6 

: s~rrifud;;,biie'i~~: ,bftef~r~ric'e;' ;' 
!ri'60i2e)~t~;bhd'r~p~r(6~'fh~)U-d~~rEsHitiqf~~',~~~iJ~.i~,te8',pdp,ers,f6nheJiiiqn~iQi:y~ar;:1008jQ9, f~r:fh~ 
PQitf~ii9~::of Transpmf;"llIbWmto:' PJ~~nj~g;:~Re,df~r~ 'Wqterloo, F~ir Tra'(jJ~g", Ci,tizenship," smaij B:usin~'ss,: s.ci,enc~ 
a-rid' Me'dicql: Resed;cib,:Hburisi-ri. 'H~ht~t; 
"''"--',.'-''c',:'--''--'' ',-- --" -" ''v"," 0"'>'.,.--' 

Inquiry into the transport needs of Sydney's North-West sector 

'~,~~~~~~':.by~} ~,~,'~:~':s~il'~~fE:~~I~~r,;' 
• ''Z9A~;"st~608' " 

:,~: :,'::,':"',,::,,<,,', ,','.,::". ,"'-',' ,'." " ',: ',--' :--'.- ,",; , 
'," ,",' ',"', c '" '.- ..__,' <'>< ,--"', ';'",,':'-",,': :': :~; 

Rt;PQff(jdfe(' '. J?iP.ece.~,t?~r~6o~ 

':SU6~jss;~di?' 
',',',' '.', ,'--, 

"'.j'; ":':( ':'\, .. ,' ,;::~:;,~ ':':'-
-- ·i', 

"$~~~~T~~:',~t!:tf~ij1!;::~rr~~~~~~~,~b,>:o,,; __ ;-,,,,)::,,-->/,', __ >',;,':',:,::.: "', , ,;' "',," "':'<: ',," , "i«:: "'--~' ';',,' , ",'::,',:' ,,: ",':,,'::, __ ::';<,,_,~, 0 ' __ ,':,,'.::,,<:'-
,- tn,cl!:!ir~~into.,a0Cl:'.f,eport0{1' .tb,~,:(eq'uiremelits: ang -plahs. for-.an, intet~rat~d 'tra/lsport ,syst~m in fhe N9rt~'.::W~st: ,: . 
s~ab~1h~"Ri9P,~S~a::t0~Bjri~;:f~(fi9'n~'pO';tiQ~I~'dl~~:th~:d!~trib~'tibri,Of,'8:eve!~~'~~,ciri:d:Stdt~,S~ff6sf~~:t~Jf~;'i,~Yi~S( 

-- ~O~}?,,¥: ~PJaI1~~,~,~d-,'N,p'~,i~'~ f6,rJh~,:06ith~W~st M~tro, ·~~d.' ~h~ ':~'Vy:c;'o~~rn'~enrs,;c.i'edsIon ,nQt't?':prq~.~~cfwft,~,," 
)h~:N6~.ri~W~~t~~,~~,~~qii:li~k:{·; ,"~ " ",.'. ',,' , '~. "',', 

"s~i~~~,~;,,~1'~~~ji~~'o~~~~,~~'ti6~;~'·-' 
jb~'(e'~6rl','c~rifi~m'~:~J'fh.af:rb.r::i6m'e,:hfhe'.fSe.:Nd'rth\Ne~b,~~t9{hdd'beeri,~d'i$6~~ant6g~9:'f:rori1.(f_I~h~:,,6( ",,:., 
si~nifi'Gd'n{C;~d;,qd,$'~0~t'~'"p6'bii2"tr"q~~p';fH~frd~:triJqt'0re~ iil~' rep:6rt,'·;nb4~,",il· r~G6~fnen~~ti0n(rktat~~d ,t'~' 
~dhfih'JJd,6'rl~ i,rti;p~6Y~~tbidn'rijn~d~~:~'~i6r:r~'ir tr6'~s'pbrt'i~fraSf~u6j:~~e:,in'l~~ ie~t~F.~,6'ri(n6~:~'''riU~b~f'bf_ 

- J'" ,,-' , " " ,'," ',.',,' , , ",", ,', ,,', , ' ", " ' , ,'" " , , ,-' ~ " ' ", ' , ,. 

,'irii'meolafe· erih'Qn'cementS;'t6:- ro'dd 'tiridbu$"'seivices~ 

~;6~~:·c,d~me~'t~,'~nJ':tidb,'kt:~~id' to::,t~~~i~qiiry: 
At,th~~ti~~ 'th~'i"riqUi;y~ds"~~'d,bJj~ti~'d'th~ N,SW G6v,ernmelit:wds"'C0hl~ihe'd 'to, deliverin~ the,North-WeSt 
iJ;;,trb ih":pre(~r~hce,"to:,i+s-'pre,~i6u}"co~~iirilenf tq cl Nc;rth-Wesf hebvy raillirik. Examination onhiS:'d~dsfd~' 
was:bar.t of.thi3'ter~~·(:>f'refer~ri~~Jor rh,e, irq~irY.'H6weveri d'uring' th~' course of fh~ 'InquirY,:the Gave'film'eM 
ai1l1,6,u~ced"jhaft'h~"i'rripi,e~e'htdtj6h'~f,:~t)~, t0etro-' was:fnde1lriiteIY'deferred. 

'Gov~,rntnenfre~t'-onse~'R~'ceived 23 ju~e' 2009 
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General Purpose Standing Commiffee No 5 inquiries 

Inquiry into Budget EsHmates 2008-09: GPSC 5 

Referred py: legis!a.tive Council 

Date~ . 5 December, 2007 

Report date:- November 2008 

° 
7 

suni-r:nor'Y-6f terms 6f:r~ferenc'e:' 

Iriqui(e 'intci;,pncr report-on "the- Buci.g~t- Esijm~tes 'and 're;l~te-d par:;ers' for th'e fihahcici year'2C:X)8/09-;)or tbe 

portfdliqs:of. OJin:iote:Ch~ng.e __ oAd th~---E~viroti~~nt; C~ri,m~rce::Pd~6W I~dusfri_e;, 'Mineral,_Re~bu~~~s, ~nerg~/ 
-Sfa.t~: [)eVe~I_O_p~ent...wa;t:~~_ R0rot-Affciirs~: __ Regjb~~T qev~i~pdien:{+I~~Sing,)Vestern -;xdhey~ 

Inquiry into the former uranium smelter at Hunter's Hill 

Refe'rred by: 

Daf'~: 

-ReP9i1 daie:, 

Subinissions-: . 

)4 May2Q08 

:~6-Sept~rniJ6>L-2!?08 

Q{23in2007/0a) 

2 

-su'~m(uypf,::!~r_t-s',?f~~f~r-:n~~-~:--c,_, -' __ '> __ - _," _' ___ - _-;:::---, '_ _:, __ :: _'_:_ _ '_ _- . 
Inqu,irEf into and rep~rt-(:>'n-tfie ,Radium ,HH!-u;q'nium·_sm'~lter--site_,jn. NeJsprl' p~radei: Hunters .. HHi? 

,- -' , 

sti;mh;ar>()f-repoit/r~-~~~~end~~i6ns:, 
The'-~'jji-r9tiQn"o{~/u-rbd_urii_:renh~ry:,l?etweer(\9:t-i: -ahd'_1-915 'ii1-HU~t~r' s~ HIli, resu'it~i i~:[6dio'a~tly~, :2Qntd;";';i~~fIqn. 
bf_.th~-::r~fine:iy ~~fe ,~-hd --r1~'~-rby-pr~p~rtie~'.>Th'~_-~c_~m'~'ltt~e' so: 12_ ;e,cmhrriendationS~ addr.es~-~d -Hi'e:' h-~~'dlcir 
'th_~rq~,g-~-:f~te'~tih9\jfbll :p~QP~rties- ~6- 'N~I~_6~~Pa;bq~ -,~~d:-nea~bY sf~~~ts> wIth ,ttie:co.ifbf re.r~~diating-ali:: 
corifar:h~nat~d:~r~as:.t8-'b~ 66me--bY:th~:Ns\i/_Go~e_~b?i1~~t,: 

G'oVeihme-~t_~~s~bJ~~)l~: M~rCtl.2~9- " 
Th~--G~Yernmenfind!6_~,'t~,i:{it wQ,s ~_ifher.in-'ihe pro~6essi~g '-6fu~hdeitakf~g __ qt\vHi_ ~,nd~rtake oH 'o'(the'.C9mmitte_~'s . 

recOmmfi[ldations;- '.' 

Inquiry into rural wind farms 

Referred- by: Self-re,f,erred 

Date: 

Report date: InqiJiry ,still proceeding at- 30 June 2009 

Submissions: .0 

Hearings: ° 
Summary of terms o_f reference: 

Inquire into and report on the socia!, environmenta! and economic costs and benefifs of rural wind farms. 
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Select commiflees 

Select committees qre appointed by the Council to inquire into a particular issue. Joint select committees, 'made 

up of members from both Houses, can also be formed by either the Council or the Legislative Assembly. Once a 

Select Committee reports on the matter that it was established to inquire into, the committee ceases to exist. 

There were no select committees appointed by the Council during 2008/09. 

Performance on issues identified in Future Outlook 2007/08 

Issues identified in Future OuHook 2007/08 Progress in 2008/09 

Future Outlook 2009/10 

Legislative Council committees will continue to strive for excellence in the provision of services to the members 

and making-the parliamentary process accessible to the public. Staff will continue to: 

align committee training materials and procedural advice with NSW Legislative Council Practice 

deliver training programs to, and engage with, members and staff from other Parliaments, with a focus on 

parliamentary committee systems in the Asia Pacific region 

engage with stakeholders to improve understanding of committee processes, through the delivery of 

structured workshops and seminars to target groups. 
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Video conlerencing lacilify in 
Parliamenl House 

During 2009 several inquiries, particularly involving 

the law and Justice Committee, took evidence 

from interstate witnesses by use of teleconference. 

Members requested access to video conference 

facilities, a request raised with the IT section of the 

Department of Parliamentary Services.-In May 2009 

a project group was established involving the IT 

section and committee staff of both the Legislative 

Council and the Legislative Assembly, to work with a 

consultant to establish in-house video conferencing 

facilities. A business case was prepared by the 

consultant and approved by the Presiding Officers. 

Equipment was purchased and installed in the 

Waratah Room for use by committees of both Houses. 

An implementation team is currently working on 

preparing guidelines for use of the facilities and 

training of staff. These facilities will be used for 

committee inquiries in 2009/10. Considerable savings 

in witness expenses are expected, as witnesses will 

no longer need to travel to Sydney for hearings. 

These facilities will also enhance the ability to draw 

upon interstate experience without the need for 

committee travel. 

Footage 01 Budgel Esfimales 

During the 2008/09 Budget Estimates inquiry the 

Committee Office contracted Greg Kay Productions 

to film footage of Estimates hearings. This footage 

has been edited and is used in various training 

activities such as training of legislative Council staff, 

and members and their staff in Estimates procedures, 

seminars delivered to staff in the Department of 

Parliamentary Services and the legislative Assembly, 

and training staff from overseas parliaments as part 

of the Department's capacity building initiatives. 

Parlicipalion in Strengthening Parliamenl 
aclivilies 

A feature of 2008/09 was the growing involvement of 

Committee staff in Strengthening Parliament activities 

within the Pacific region. Details of these activities are 

reported elsewhere in the Annual Report. 

Assislance provided 10 Queensland 
Legislalive Assembly 

In March 2009 Sfeven Reynolds, Clerk Assistant 

Committees was invited to provide expert assistance 

to a management consultant. Mr Wayne Bovey, in 

. undertaking a review of the Queensland Committee 

Office. Mr Reynolds attended and assisted in 

interviews of committee and other parliamentary staff 

held in the week 16-20 March and provided advice to 

Mr Bovey in the formulation of his report delivered to 

the Clerk of the Parliaments, Queensland legislative 

Assembly in April 2009. The report's recommendations 

are currently being implemented. 

55 


