
 

Matrix The Way Forward 

Great Expectations Or Grand Delusion 
Natural Justice granting of A Commercial Lease (Agreed to but not 
signed by Government Over 30years ago) 

Natural Justice will need to be served to a group of residents from Yarrabah know as 
“Share Farmers” this groups of seven (7) families have consulted and negotiated a 
Certified Lease Agreement each to the point of not being signed off the Government of the 
day some 35years ago 

These Commercial Agreements allowed “Commercial Activities” to be carried out on their 
allocated allotments (Farms), by the Share Farming Families in the Yarrabah D.O.G.I.T land 
some 30 years ago. 

These activities ranged from but not limited to the following fruit and vegetables that were 
either distributed and sold through community stalls and/or the “Community Store” 

 Also the Department of Aboriginal and Islander Affairs (DAIA) through “COD” distributors 
that sold food through all indigenous communities in Queensland 

• Watermelons 
• Pumpkins 
• Bananas 
•  Sweet potatoes 
• Corn 
• Sweet peas 
• And Cattle 
• Lychees 

Just to name a few of the commercial crops/stock that came out of Yarrabah 

It must also be recognised as this is related to existing process that may compound the issue 
such but not limited to land use planning scheme, commercial Lease and welfare reform   

Recommendation:  

That the “Share Farming “families are granted a Commercial 99 year Lease to the area of 
land known as “Share Farmers” and this is to be enshrined/Zoned in the proposed 
Yarrabah Planning Scheme as Commercial Aboriginal Freehold Land  

 

 



 

Matrix The Way Forward 
Concern  

Cultural and historical differences will surface in the community due to historical factors 
regarding: 

• Resourcing  
• Knowledge cultural/historical  underling interest  

My concern is the cognisant comprehension by all residents that is required for the 
understanding of these issues; it may need considerable time to convey to the community 
and the allocated time as per normal due process is not enough considering the follow 

1. This is the first time Town Planning will be implemented into Yarrabah and all the 
Residents will need to be involved, not just the traditional owners, block holders and 
those that may have been involved through the TO’S negotiating team 

2. Tenures and activities will change and in some cases a “Cultural Shock” will occur to 
those that need to comply with the relevant legislation  

3. The fit or the implementation phase of the ILUA and what that will mean to residents 
the question is “How do we preserve the voice of non- traditional owners” 

4. Natural Justice and how do we reflect this in management planning and process 

Proposal  

The proposal is to set up a program that will enable the community resident with limited 
capacity and or resource to engage effectively with all stakeholders regarding Tenure 
Resolution in Yarrabah, which will include the Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUA’s) and 
the implementation process before, during and after 

To undertake such activities, will need the building of and on the capacity of the people of 
Yarrabah throughout the proposed consultation process with the understanding of the 
Paradigm shift that is taking place at this point time   

Through the following Proposed Programs: 

• Tenure Resolution:  
(1) Identifying residents who may be impacted on by the compliance of implementation of 

the new planning schemes that may be developed  
(2) Record information that will assist the resident to achieve tenure resolution and or 

home ownership 
(3) Engage with the relevant authorities on the residents behalf to achieve the above 

 
• Informed Consent  



 

Matrix The Way Forward 
(1) Undertake an Informed Consent Process that will provide the Yarrabah 

residents with the understanding of the need to “ Change to Comply” with the 
new Law’s 

(2) Run education workshops and programs that will assist with the 
implementation of the ILUA’s  

(3) Work with all relevant stakeholders 
(4) Compliance of the relevant legislations and ongoing review of existing programs 

until finalisation of agreed transitioning time by all parties  
• Natural Resource Management Compliance 

1. Run Educational programs to all age groups to assist with the compliance of 
the Traditional Owners Natural Resource Management Plans  

2. Assist with the Compliance of the Traditional Owners Management Plans  
 

As the headings above would evolve around the category of people that are:  

(1) Without tenancy agreement and self-built house on land  
(2) Living in illegal structures (Humpies)   
(3) Homeless 
(4) Hunting and Gathering 
(5) Hunters and Gather’s 
(6) Visitors/Tourist  

Funds Needed  

Funds needed for the exercise would utilise existing community service providers through 
their service obligations and I will forward a full quote if further information is required 
however, an indicative quote is as follows: 

Three (3) Community Meeting @ $30 000 per meeting  

This will include Transport, Advertising, and Catering with a written report with 
recommendations to move forward   

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on the following: 

 Mobile-  

Email    

Regards  

Vince Mundraby 
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YARRABAH IRP Vincent 

Filcpath: E:IGEO_INFO\Products\QLDIILUA\2010\QIA2010_ 014 Combined Ounggandji and Blockholder ILu A\Mapping\GT2010_014_Mapping\201006 IS_ QIA20I0 _014_Blockholdor_Map.WOR 

Area of Interest - Abt 

Boundaries of Blockholder interests are 
indicative only, 

Map created by: Geospatlal Services, 
National Native Title Tribunal (1 6/06/201 O) 

Cyclone Larry imagery supplied under 
Multi User License from Geoscience Australia. 

Map Ref: 20100El6_ Vincent_A4!.pdf 

..-~Copyright IO Commonwealth of Australia 

The Registrar, the National Native Title Tribunal Md its staff, 
members and agents and the Commonwealth (coUectively the 
Commonwealth) accept no liability and gjve no Wldertakings 
guarantees or warranties concerning the accuracy, completeness 
or fitness for purpose of the infonnation provided. 1n return for 
you receiving this infonnation you agree to release and indemnify 
the Commonwetlth and third party data suppliers in respect of all 
claims. expenses, losses, damages and costs arising directly or 
indirectly from your use of the information and the use of the 
infonnation you obtained by any third plrly. 
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Y ARRABAH COMMUNiTY COUNCIL 
i • I 

T ELEPHONE (070) 569128 

IN REpL y P LEASE O uo I E ~ ' 

POSTAL A DDRESS: 

cl- POST O FFICE 
YARRABAH 
Q , 487 1 

L/43:AEC:PMC. 
3rd August, 1984. J 

Mr. V.B. Mundraby, 
c/- Post Office, 
YARRABAH. 4871 . 

Dear Sir, 

CIRCULAR. 

Re: Land Application. 

I refer to your application for a lease of land at Yarrabah. 

I 

At its meeting of 31st July, 1984, Council resolved that the 
following conditions should apply to future l?nd leases at Yarrabah. 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

c: 
.J. 

6. 

7. 

?. . 

Houi:;iuy l.Jlocks to be one quarter acre. 
(20 metre frontage x 40 metre deep). 

Farm blocks to be 15 acres. 

Cleararce either side of creeks or stre ,ms to be 20 metres. 

A minimum of 5 acres be cul ti v~~.ed, .~n f@..rn:i,ing blocks within first 
12 months. 

Rentals to be $2-00 per week, s~b~ect to review at a later date, 
payable quarterly. 

r); , 

Toilet and garbage facilities to be established by lessees before 
taking up residence ( plan of toilet to be supplied) • 

Rates to be payable at a rate to be fix~d at a later date. 

T .~n ~ +l· u oubject or a lease wili revert to Trustees (Council) 
should lessee cease to become a resident of Yarrabah. 

You should now commence to peg o.'ut the -block you have applied for so 
the Council may inspect the site and reach agreement with you on which 
of the above conditions are applicable to your block. 

Yours faithfully ,' 

!
!'., 0· . 1 ~ 1 
. l t .. .:J '-"' ' '"/' 
" 1, .A. GRAY, ( i 

CHAIRMAN, 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL , 
Y /llrnABAH. 

\ 

\ 
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IV . 

TELEPHONES: 

DIRECTOR 229 3 113 
GENERAL OFFICE 224 0515 

EXT ...... .5.721 
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 
" ABORIGINES," BRISBANE 

Mr. V. Mundraby 
Back Beach Road, 
YARRABAH 

Dear Mr. Mundraby, 

\ 

In further reference please quote-

lSE/11 lSA/215 
DEPARTMENT OF ABORIGINAL 

AND ISLANDERS ADVANCEMENT, 

135-147 GEORGE STREET, 
BRISBANE, Q . 4000 

P.O. Box 133, 
North Quay, 4000 

2lst March, 1980 

The Manager, Yarrabah has forwarded your application 
for lease of an. area presently being farmed by you at 
Yarr abah. 

Your application is receiving consideration and 
further advice will be furnished to you in due course. 

Your faithfully, 
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I IJ 'lrn Hon .. H. Kn.tter, I"T.l •• A., , 
l"i:l.1ii<,L~ir .for Northern T)<rvr~lor\rnGnt 

;•rn.~ A t·urir.•;in.r.· .L nnd 1 slr.mdc~:ei.; 
l\.l\'t;t1Jl(.;t;jll'Crl l;, 

:·': rJ.i«•Hl.L:.ClG llOU.30, 
)~ i L'..3.:~~:.l.--_.u-~.!]!. l).Q()1,l 

I 

I 
llcw·r' Mr hin.:i stor, 

Vi:r.· .... , .:r.. Mundr~J.OY', 
1":0·0:1.. 'D.rivr~; 
:(.~:·~, ... IP~:~·~ r r~.. j~r,71 

He~ ,i'nrHi - Y;:i:rr·1.boh --------··-- ... - .-. ___ .. _ -
' . ! .. I hnVO::\ notic cc trio.1; cert:1-,_n .. "cJ1lG1.nC:!J~t~~· are hr··.nr; o;iven to 

1·" ;i<lt.nl:::.J nf 't'::lr:«. -o~:i.1 r.n.• s1':> l '.'t:'..vC' [)ec·n -co:.c:. 

·r 1 this in r-io, I would like t("> anpJ.y to have tho Dep,1rt ·n.tA.l 
,• •('lrl hn110•.(~ ovee i.;o rn ·.. I HJtt wr:L"tii~p: to you bcce1.rne I bclifJ\re 
l h. rJC•\.lnC.Ll WOU1d no·i: i..;}. VO :l t to lllC' . n.:1 tht;;y wiJ.l w::nl't:; it for 
·;1lc •• r thr>Ht,, 

1 urn rd; pr.e~ient employed by the DATA as the Asoistant Farra. ·· 
' ... 'YGI'Li.;;f~l' und hove benn solely l'nsnonsi1.)le for tl;w runnine; of 
t~w 'l<'•\t'Jll .tor the last '·FJ~· hrnr:o 1::u:; vl<~ h:o•.V8 neve:r:- hnd :-l. }rac·m 
c1vc 1l'•et>1' in' that t:'Ltn<" .. .. 
r u. •m Abo "irinal r·nd. am a Yr: r-abn.h res.:..d ent so tl1.1.:: Cou..ncil 
c, 1 L1.l lin •r:. •'.O o•.J.'i1!c·t·icn to '~h: n .ether -'chEut they wrq1l.rl. 't'l'"lr t: i.1~ 

i• oni: 'uf them o e :;h11ir fn ~-Ly. 

r 1mow the dj_fficulti(~C of rurniin·r· a ~r'>.1·ir1 "ls .1 naYe oe~:m ::i. 

:~hi· ce "11'n r·mflr hc::cJ b£-;forc ·an( •. ]'.nve c1j ':iC'.U~.,,:,ed -'eh.is matter fu.lly 
111 i:th tho 1v1an11p;f'~r Mr Hn.:rd.s 11ncl Ltnde·r::1 cr.ru:l \~hy the fnrws hnvc.J 
i1ut liuen l·)COnom:i.C<:'l.L in t'.it: -pn,1,!; &.n(t wh: t :heeds to be done. 

I nlf:o know I woulct :ccqu·i.:re a lot of rm.'1riort ini.ti..~'lly fro'm 
11-t.111 und tht' lleT)~lctrncJJ.t hut' 1.H•.U.E'VE' :i: ,'J.1" ·..,.,t·c:r:>r cnu:LpPEJd «,;h11.n 
Anyon1:.' else hm·ei ~ to lllnke a r"n of :Lt. · ·• ... 

. . 

Would you ploasA r.;:Lv<~ -l:his r0n1cL~:; yO"ti.r ::'nvour~.blA conc-:ideration 
w1d .!.. b1!l:~ •vo r"!~.· Tf:1.c•·i·-: wou1rt :.nrono~·~ JJ.,y :-1:p;:-Jl:.'_r·: -ci-or .• 

\ I) • , •1"1 ('• I I [' , 

.. , 
'. . : I ')r-__ ,_......: . ...:. ____ .:..!. 

-- -·--' -'_1_1-'.;_~~ •• , • !j /;'I ~'I 
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