
  

    

Safer Waterways Bill 2017 Submission No. 3



Safer Waterways Bill 2017 

AG FORCE 
18 August 2017 

CB/AF/023 

Mr Rob Hansen 
Research Director 

AgForce Queensland Farmers Limited 
ABN 57 611736 700 

Second Floor, 110 Mary Street, Brisbane, Qld, 4000 
PO Box 13186, North Bank Plaza, cnr Ann & George Sis, Brisbane Qld 4003 

Ph: (07} 3236 3100 
Fax: (07) 3236 3077 
Email: agforce@agforceqld.org.au 
Web: www.agforceqld.org.au 

Agriculture and Environment Committee 
Parliament House 
Brisbane QLD 4000 

By Post & by Email: aec@parliament.qld.gov.au) 

Dear Mr Hansen 

Submission No. 3 

On 25 May 2017 Mr Shane Knuth MP, Member for Dalrymple introd uced the Safer Waterways Bill 2017 
into the Queensland Parliament. The Bill was referred to the Agriculture and Environment Committee for 
detailed consideration. The committee is due to report on the Bill by 27 November 2017. 

AgForce is the peak rural group representing the majority of beef, sheep & wool and grain producers in 
Queensland. The broadacre beef, sheep and grains indust ries in Queensland generated around $5.7 
billion in gross farm-gate value of production in 2014/15. AgForce exists to facilitate the long-term 
growth, viability, competit iveness and profi tability of these industries . Our members provide high-quality 
food and f ibre products to Austral ian and overseas consumers, manages about 40% of the Queensland 
agricultural landscape and contribute significantly to the social fabric of rura l and remote communities. 

Whilst not directly representing the Queensland Crocodi le farming industry, AgForce has an interest in 
supporting all Queensland primary producers on t heir investments of capital, time and effort and in the 
safe operation of their businesses. The management of crocodiles is of interest to the organisation and 
its members due to their impact on stock losses and risks to human life. 

The Safer Waterways Bill 2017 has multiple policy objectives. It aims to eliminate from our waterways all 
crocodiles that pose a t hreat to human life, while protecting crocodi les from becoming endangered as a 
species. 

Communities across North Queensland are consistently reporting significant increases in crocodile 
numbers. Waterways wh ich people previously regularly swam in without significant risk, are now infested 
with crocodiles. 

From 1985 to 2015, the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection recorded 25 crocodi le 
attacks in Queensland - seven of them fatal. In just the past 12 months, there have been three attacks, 
two of them fatal. 

This does not include attacks on stock or other an imals. 
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the Saltwater Crocodile in the Northern Territory 2015-2021 provides for an increased harvest ceiling of 
100,000 eggs. This effectively allows for a potential 40% increase in the harvest over the next five years3• 

This Bill aims to allow Indigenous landholders to market produce from crocodiles including eggs. In 
relation to crocodiles they would be allowed to collect and farm crocodiles under an Authority established 
to manage crocodiles and authorise the sale of crocodile products to/under the Queensland Crocodile 
Authority. 

Non-Indigenous private landholders can apply for the same rights. 

Significantly, the Safer Waterways Bill 2017 provides power to landholders to apply to manage crocodiles 
on their own land. 

AgForce appreciates that the Bil l has been drafted with consideration of Fundamental Legislative 
Principles. 

The Bill creates a new Authority within the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection, AgForce 
would suggest that the industry development component and the establishment of an enhanced 
marketing of crocodile products may be placed with Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

AgForce is supportive of the intention of the Safer Waterways Bill 2017 and appreciates the opportunity 
to provide comments. 

For any additional advice on the contents of this submission please contact Andrew Freeman, Senior 
Strategic Advisor, at AgForce. On 32363100 or via email (freemana@agforceqld.org.au). 

I' 

Charles Burke 
Chief Executive Officer 

3 Wildlife Trade Management Plan for the Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus) in the Northern 

Territory of Australia, 2016-2020. 
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