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Thank you fo r the  opportunity to  com m ent on the N ature Conservation (Special W ildlife Reserve) 
A m endm ent Bill 2 0 1 7  (the BIN).

The National Parks Association of Queensland (NPAQ) Is dedicated to  prom oting the  preservation, 
expansion, good m anagem ent and presentation of national parks In Queensland.

Established In 1930, NPAQ Is an Independent, not-for-profit, m em bership-based organisation. The 
association has played a pivotal role In th e  establishm ent of m any national parks In Queensland. NPAQ's 
purpose Is achieved through advocating fo r the  protection, expansion and good m anagem ent o f the  
protected area estate In Queensland; fostering th e  appreciation and enjoym ent of nature through a 
bushwalking and outdoor activities program; undertaking on-ground conservation and m onitoring work; 
educating th e  com m unity about national parks and the ir benefits; and supporting the  developm ent and 
application of scientific and professional knowledge In advancing national parks and nature  
conservation.

Submission

NPAQ welcomes and supports proposed protected area legislation as a positive action tow ard  
addressing th e  m any challenges facing th e  sustainable fu tu re  of a robust and thriving protected area 
estate In Queensland.

The expansion and m anagem ent of th e  protected area estate In Queensland has always been an 
Im portant com ponent of state conservation and environm ental protection policy. W hile  national parks 
are th e  mainstay of nature conservation, NPAQ recognises private and Indigenous protected areas are 
playing an Increasing role.
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NPAQ regards th e  Bill as a leading piece o f legislation and a genuine effort to  counter th e  challenges 
involved in growing and managing th e  protected area estate in Queensland.

There are, however, a few  outstanding issues th a t are of significant concern to  NPAQ.

Funding for National Parks and 'Special Wildlife Reserves'

The national park estate has not yet reached the goal of comprehensive representation and should 
rem ain at the  centre of protected area growth in Queensland. W hile  NPAQ acknowledges the  role 
private protected areas play in conservation, any governm ent investm ent in privately-ow ned protected  
areas must not come at the  expense of suitable funding fo r th e  expansion and appropriate m anagem ent 
of public protected areas. As such, any financial incentives fo r Special W ild life  Reserves (SWR) to  be 
provided by the  State (i.e. under Section 43C (2)(a)) should budgeted and transparently tracked  
separately to  funding provided fo r th e  national park estate.

Management Programs Should Available to the Public

The Bill currently includes no provision fo r m anagem ent programs SWR to  be reviewed or accessed by 
the  public. Public scrutiny is necessary to  ensure th e  areas m eet the ir obligations under th e  legislation 
and provides a mechanism to  minimise rorts. W here  governm ent funding is provided, provision should 
be m ade for public access to  th e  m anagem ent programs. Sections 120EA- EF of th e  Bill should be 
am ended to  require m anagem ent programs for SWRs th a t receive governm ent incentives to  be m ade 
available to  th e  public.

Competing Interests

The EHP Agriculture and Environmental C om m ittee briefing dated 4 July 2018 states "no tw o  (natural) 
areas as having identical suite or extent o f characteristics". Qnce natural areas are lost, they cannot be 
replaced. W hereas mining, tim b er and grazing resources are m ore inter-changeable. As such, 
conservation must be prioritised in areas w here Queensland has yet to  secure a comprehensive, 
adequate and representation o f a bioregion, and m ore specifically, a regional ecosystem; th e  alternative  
is th a t these areas will be lost before w e can protect them  for fu ture  generations. The Bill needs to  
include a mechanism to  allow com peting resource interest to  only be granted renewals or extensions 
w hen they can prove th ere  is existing regional ecosystem and th reatened  habitat representation w ithin  
the  w ider protected area estate.

Grazing

NPAQ considers all grazing, not just commercial grazing, should be excluded from  national parks and 
SWRs given its detrim ental im pact on ecosystems including tram pling of habitat, compacting of soils and 
spreading of weeds. As such. Section 2 1 (l)(d ) should be am ended to  ensure both commercial and non­
commercial grazing is excluded from  SWRs and National Parks.

Ecotourism

NPAQ considers commercial ecotourism infrastructure in high level protected areas such as National 
Parks, and now SWRs, to  underm ine th e  natural heritage values to  be protected fo r fu ture  generations. 
This infrastructure should be located adjacent to  th e  high level protected area or in a low er level 
protection area.
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New Service facilities

New petroleum  pipeline licences should not be perm itted in National Parks and SWRs as they fragm ent 
habitat and can introduce weeds. As such, Sections 27(2) and 43(G )( 5) should be rem oved.

Thank you fo r considering NPAQ's submission.

Yours sincerely

Laura Hahn 
Conservation Officer
National Parks Association o f Queensland

(07) 3367 0878  
conservation@ npaq.org.au
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