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Dear M r Chair and C om m ittee  M em bers

Nature Conservation (Special W ildlife Reserves) and O ther Legislation A m endm ent Bill 2017

The Pew Charitable Trusts w elcom es the in tro du c tion  o f the  N ature  Conservation (Special W ild life  Reserves) 

and O ther Legislation A m endm ent B ill 2017  ('the  Bill').

The Pew Charitable Trusts w o rk  w ith  indigenous people, landholders, conservation organisations, scientists, 

industry  and gove rnm en t to  conserve Austra lia 's natural landscapes and m arine habitats. We recognise the 

im p o rtan t role o f private landholders in m anaging and conserving natural values across the  landscape, and 

we lcom e the  proposal to  create o f a new class o f private pro tected area ('special w ild life  reserves') w ith  a 

s im ilar level o f s ta tu to ry  p ro tec tion  to  national parks.

in th is  submission, we address th ree key issues (a) declaration o f special w ild life  reserves, (b) in te raction  w ith  

pastoral lease conditions, and (c) public investm ent in private pro tected areas.

Declaration of special w ildlife reserves

We w e lcom e the  Queensland G overnm ent's com m itm e n t to  establishing a class o f private pro tected area to  

p ro te c t w ild life  and th e ir  habita ts from  "incom patib le  land uses" and note, in particular, the  proposed 

p roh ib ition  on new m in ing and pe tro leum  activ ities w ith in  special w ild life  reserves (Clause 8).

The proposed process fo r declaration o f a special w ild life  reserve requires the  w ritte n  consent o f each person 

w ith  an in te rest in the  land (includ ing exp lo ra tion  perm its, prospecting au tho ritie s  o r m in ing interests), w here 

th e ir  rights and in terests w ou ld  be 'm a te ria lly  a ffected ' (Clause 12). We note th a t declaration o f a special 

w ild life  reserve may a ffect the  rights and in terests o f native tit le  holders, and encourage the  C om m ittee  to  

examine th is  issue in consulta tion w ith  re levant native tit le  representative bodies.

Private protected areas on leasehold land

We w e lcom e the  Queensland G overnm ent's recogn ition th a t "conservation is a valid and desired use o f 

leasehold land"' and the  proposal to  amend the  Land A c t 1994  to  ensure th a t special w ild life  reserves and 

nature refuges on leasehold land can be managed fo r conservation, no tw iths tand ing  the  purpose or 

cond itions o f the  re levant lease (Clauses 53-54).



These am endm ents w ill provide legal ce rta in ty  fo r  lease holders w ishing to  dedicate part or all o f th e ir land 

fo r conservation, and fac ilita te  access to  a lte rna tive  Income stream s (Including carbon aba tem ent programs, 

b iod ivers ity  o ffse t schemes and ph ilan th rop ic  suppo rt fo r conservation).

Public investm ent in private protected areas

We w e lcom e the  Queensland G overnm ent's  com m itm e n t to  provid ing Incentives fo r leasehold and freehold 

land ow ners to  p ro tec t Im po rta n t environm enta l values on th e ir land." However, we note w ith  concern the 

proposal (conta ined In the  exp lanatory notes to  the  Bill) to  fund the  estab lishm ent and m anagem ent of 

special w ild life  reserves w ith in  the  existing budget a llocation fo r the  NatureAssist program .'"

Public Investm ent In private pro tected areas Is a cost effective too l fo r securing conservation outcom es, bu t 

underinvestm ent In recent years has lim ited  the  rate o f estab lishm ent o f private pro tected areas. The d ra ft 

Queensland P rotected Area S tra tegy  recognises th a t the  level o f suppo rt provided under the  NatureAssist 

program  Is "n o t considered adequate by m any landholders", and th a t "the  cu rre n t range o f incentives could 

be expanded to  a ttrac t greater pa rtic ipa tion  from  private landholders".'''

To p rom ote  the  estab lishm ent o f private pro tected areas, and to  suppo rt th e ir  e ffective m anagem ent, we 

recom m end th a t the  Queensland G overnm ent com m it add itiona l s ta ff and resources fo r (a) assessment o f 

po tentia l private pro tected areas and nego tia tion  o f conservation agreem ents, (b) m on ito rin g  and provision 

o f landho lder services, and (c) fund ing  fo r m anagem ent activ ities.

This Investm ent should be delivered In a m anner th a t m in im ises transaction costs and provides long te rm  

security  fo r landholders (conditiona l on effective Im plem en ta tion  o f conservation m anagem ent activities).

The level o f suppo rt available should be p ro po rtiona te  to  the  conservation values secured, w ith  a particu lar 

emphasis on larger prope rties  In underrepresented bloreglons (e.g. W estern and South W est Queensland).

Thank you fo r taking the  tim e  to  consider our subm ission on th is  Im po rta n t legislative proposal. Please do no t 

hesitate to  con tact the  undersigned If you require  any additiona l In form ation .

We understand th a t the  C om m ittee  w ill be conducting  a public hearing on the  Bill on W ednesday 12 July, and 

w ou ld  be pleased to  appear as a w itness at the  hearing If th is  w ou ld  assist the  C om m ittee  In its de libera tions.

Yours sincerely.

Pepe Clarke

Deputy Director, C u tback to  Qceans 

Pew Charitable Trusts

Em aill 

Te lephone!
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