





2. Submission

Council strongly urges the Committee to consider a common management authority for all Barrier
Fences (Wild Dog Barrier Fence, Rabbit Fence and Main Wild Dog Check Fence). Further, to consider an
appropriate funding model that recognises the “Public Good” nature of the benefits provided and to
which all Queenslanders should contribute.

The effectiveness of Barrier Fences at protecting stock and crops from wild dogs, rabbits and other
introduced species.

Council has no data on which to base a qualified opinion with regard to the effectiveness or otherwise of
Barrier Fences. Rather, Council is aware of two anecdotal and opposing views amongst its rural
constituents.

One view is that barrier fences do provide a valuable service by preventing the movement of pest
animals from “Dirty” areas to “Clean” areas. This view is supported by the extensive lobbying Council
has received (and responded to) to improve the condition and maintenance of the Main Wild Dog Check
Fence. This Wild Dog Check Fence is wholly managed by three neighbouring councils (Toowoomba
Regional Council, Goondiwindi Regional Council, Western Downs Regional Council) with no financial
contribution from the Queensland tax base.

The alternative view is that there are significant populations of pest animals on both sides of the barrier
fences and the fences simply separate these populations with little impact on pest numbers, unless
there are increased levels of pest control practiced in areas which the fences seek to protect.

3. Submission

Council suggests that, should any additions or reductions to the Barrier Fence network be considered,
that full independent assessment of their effectiveness needs to be undertaken. Such investigation must
focus on actual effectiveness and not on a Net Present Value assessment which assumes they are
effective. Although it is noted that an NPV assessment may also be required as part of a Cost Benefit
Analysis.

Council further suggests that there is a need for greater investigation of the level of pest management
effort undertaken by landholders protected by the barrier fences in comparison to landholders who are
not protected and of more effective means of managing vertebrate pests generally.

The unintended impacts of Barrier Fences on Native Species

Council has no data on which to base a qualified opinion with regard to any unintended impacts of
Barrier Fences.

Recent Upgrades to sections of the Wild Dog Barrier Fence by DAF

Council does not contribute to the maintenance of this fence other than through its constituent’s taxes
as part of the State Government contribution. Hence no comment may be made in regard to these
upgrades.

However, Council maintains an interest in the construction standards and management costs of Barrier
Fences in general due to our investment in both the Rabbit Fence and the Main Wild Dog Check Fence.



4. Submission

Council supports further investigation of fence construction standards which aim to balance cost and
level of protection most efficiently.

Council further supports a governance model across all Barrier Fences which seeks to minimise
overheads and share costs equitably amongst all Queenslanders who benefit from reduced losses in
agricultural production which otherwise lead to increased costs for agricultural produce.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide submission on this matter on behalf of the Toowoomba
Regional Council and its community. Your consideration of our submissions will be appreciated.

Should you require any additional information please contact Council’s Principal Conservation and Pest
Management, Mr Mark Ready (07 4688 6548), who will be able to assist you further.

Yours sincerely,







