
22nd April, 2016 

To the Qld Government Parliamentary Inquiry Mrs Heidie Grimson 
Parliament House   
George Street   
BRISBANE QLD 4000 Qld 4670 

Email: aec@parliament.qld.gov.au  

To the Honorary Members of Qld State Parliament, 

I am forthwith lodging my submission into the Hendra virus (HeV) EquiVacc vaccine and its use by 
veterinary surgeons in Queensland, including the actions of some Veterinarians within the industry that are 
continuously vaccinating against the APVMA label and if the horse owner has concerns, the label clearly states 
“seek advice of their Veterinarian”. Just how does the horse owner access the correct Veterinarian advise from? 
When their own Veterinarian is vaccinating their horse against label in so many instances and have enforce a 
“no vaccinate, no treat Hendra policy”? 

Included in my submission, are examples of Vets crossing the line and vaccinating against the Equivac HeV 
vaccine label and it appears that Zoetis is encouraging this behavior to a large extent by providing inducements 
to the Veterinarian to vaccinate with more then one Zoetis Equivac product at a time. Veterinarians have also 
been seen to be demanding a horse owner vaccinate their sick horse, prior to an emergency Vet consult will take 
place, failing to explain that no full immunity to the horse will be received until the second priming dose has 
been administered and also that a vaccinated horse may also shed the virus, as per the APVMA label supplied in 
my submission (APPENDIX) 

Veterinarians are also forgetting to mention that APVMA has found and issued warnings that some horses may 
experience more and more severe reactions to each booster over time, many Veterinarians are stating that only 
minimal reactions have been observed and are ignoring the horses presenting symptoms after vaccinations are 
taking place that they could be an adverse reaction. 

I ask the Inquiry to investigate these claims supplied forthwith and to demand those representatives from the 
AVA and Zoetis with a ‘please explain’ notice. 

Yours truly 

Heidie Grimson 
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Submission No. 19c



 

APPENDIX: 

The APVMA clearly states: 
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ZOETIS HAND OUT TO VETERINARIANS TO ENCOURAGE UPTAKE OF THE VACCINE 
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SOME OF THE MARKETING CAMPAIGNS FROM VETERINARIANS: 
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And  states that for Tetanus (Equivac Tetanus – another Zoetis product) packet ‘says 
boost every 5 years but it is recommended by the manufacturer (Zoetis) to be given yearly’ – this is one of 
many examples where Veterinarians are thumbing their noses at APVMA labels and do either as they wish or 
are encouraged to by Zoetis as they publicly state on this vaccination program recommendation, just who do 
Australian horse owners trust to have the best interest of their horses health first? 
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