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EXTRA-ORDINARY 
Read how a book club, an award 
winning author and two students turned 
the ordinary into extraordinary » P5 

RSRT SCRAPPED 
The abolition of the Road Safety 
Remuneration Tribunal will benefit 
many small business operators » P3 ' 
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BIG l.lf~ll I [f eJ Ill 
With HEAPS of Extras 

ST Manual D E~~I 3.0 Ur Turbo Diesel Engine 

$55 990 3,200kg Braked Towing Capacity 
7 Seat Versatility 

' lpod Concectivity Via USB Connection 
DRIVE AWAY Stock No 144166 

SAVE THOUSANDS.! 
$$$$$$ 

17" Alloy Wheels 
PLUS BONUS 
BULLBAR, TOWBAR, SAT NAY, 
REVERSE CAMERA, FLOOR MATS 

NEW TREE 
CLEARING 
CHANGES 

BOON 
or . 

B E? 
by WENDY CREIGHTON 

THE State Government's proposed tight­
ening of the tree clearing laws has been 
the cause of bitter debate. 

Deputy Premier Jackie Trad intro­
duced the Vegetation Management <Rein­
statement) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2016 into Parliament ar­
guing that the State could not sustain the 
current rate 'Of tree clearing - an esti­
mated 300,000 hectare per year. 

But Beaudesert MP, Jon Krause, says 
that farmers and landholders cannot sus­
tain the impact of the propsed legislation. 

Mr Krause was speaking after he 
hosted forums in Aratula and Beaudesert 
last week which gave local landholders a 
chance to voice their concerns to two 
Shadow Ministers. 

Adding to local concerns is the accu­
racy of the vegetation mapping at the 
heart of the new laws. 

A Mt French landholder has ground­
truthed some of the maps across proper­
ties in former vine scrub country and 
found that listings indicating they were 
home to endangered ecosystems were to­
tally inaccurate. >>MORE PlO, Pll 
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PROPOSED NEW TREE CLEARING LAWS 

Bid to halt tree clearing rate 

Gov't moves to tighten 
vegetation protection 
THE Labor State Government has 
moved to reinstate vegetation protection 
measures to slow the tree clearing rate 
which currently stands at 300,000 
hectares per year. · 

where almost 300,000 hectares are now 
being cleared every year. 

Environment Minister Steven Miles 
said this demonstrated that tree-clear­
ing rates in Queensland had once again 
reached unacceptable levels. 

"That's an area more than twice the 
size of Brisbane or 10 times the size of . 
the city of Rockhampton being cleared 
every single year," Dr Miles said. 

·: 

In mid March, Deputy Premier 
Jackie Trad, introduced the Vegetation 
Management (Reinstatement) and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 
to Parliament and it is currently being 
considered by the Agriculture and Envi­
ronment Parliamentary Committee. 

That committee has been tasked with 
providing a report to Parliament by June 
30 and its call for submissions from the 
public close on Monday (April 25) . 

"We're seeing forests and trees that 
provide habitat for vulnerable native 
wildlife like koalas being bulldozed at 
alarming rates. That simply has to stop." 

• Beaudesert MP, Jon· Krause with Shadow Natural Resources Minister, Andrew Cripps and Shadow Agri­
culture Minister, Deb Frecklington at the landholder forum in Beaudesert last week. 

Speaking on the proposed legislation, 
the .Deputy Premier said that in the 
past, tree clearing rates in Queensland 
were unacceptable. 

The Bill reinstates the vegetation 
management framework in place prior 
to 2012 by: 

'The maps are a mess' 
• reinstating the protection of high 
value regrowth on freehold and indige­
nous land; 

a 
abo 

dholders a • 
XIOUS 
• "So we took action and we got re­

sults,'' she said. 
"The former LNP government inher­

ited sound, effective vegetation manage­
ment laws and gutted them. 

• removing provisions which permit 
clearing applications for high value agri­
culture and irrigated high value agricul­
ture; and 

t ree c1ea g aws 
"The Palaszczuk Government prom­

ised to restore Queensland's nation­
leading vegetation management laws. 
This Bill delivers on that promise." 

• reinstating compliance provisions for 
the reverse onus of proof and removing 
the 'mistake of fact' defence for vegeta­
tion clearing offences. 

FARMERS and landowners in 
the Beaudesert electorate voiced 
their concerns about the impact 
of the proposed changes to the 
Vegetation Management Act at 
meetings in the Scenic Rim, last 
week. 

The Statewide Land Cover and 'free 
Study for 2012-2014 (SLATS) showed 
that the annual rate of clearing in­
creased from 153,638 hectares before 
the LNP was elected to a new level 

"In order to address the risk of panic 
clearing," Dr Miles added, "the Bill in­
cludes retrospective conditions that will 
require restoration of any unlawful 
clearing that occurs between the intro­
duction and passage of the Bill." 

Beaudesert MP, Jon Krause, 
said he had organised two infor-

Petition to saVe jobs and rights 
AGFORCE launched a petition on Monday in opposition 
to the proposed new vegetation management laws ... " 
that take away farmers' property rights and jeopardise 
jobs in regional Queensland". 

AgForce General President Grant Maudsley said the 
petition provided a platform for Queenslanders concerned 
about the impact of the new laws to send a message to the 
Palaszczuk Government. --- - - ·- ·-

"These outrageous changes to the Vegetation Manage-
ment Framework are completely unacceptable. The laws 
will restrict supply and drive up food prices, stifle devel­
opment and cost jobs, and mean farmers are guilty until 
they prove their innocence," he said. 

"Farmers work hard to ensure they manage their land 
sustainably and they need security and certainty for in-

vestment. These laws take away that certainty and eco­
nomic security. 

"I would encourage all Queenslanders concerned about 
regional jobs and the price of food to show their support .· 
for Queensland farmers and landholders whose liveli­
hoods will be affected by the Palaszczuk Government's dis­
astrous new laws." 

The petition requests the Queensland Parliament not 
to support the new vegetation management legislation in 
its current form and to reject amendments that would 
water down existing property rights and remove opportu­
nities for sustainable agricultural production. 

A copy of the e-petition can be found at: http://www.par­
liament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/e-petitions 
The petition closes on Friday, August 12. 

5 BoonahEyecare 
Bulk Billing ~ 
•Eye Health & Vision Checks .· 
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$260,000 Bunburra 3bed11 bath 12garageI1 carport 
Escape to this lowset home in a quiet country setting and still be close to Boonah. Just 
over 1 acre with brick fireplace in lounge, plus family room off modern kitchen. Large 
covered outdoor living area with adjacent bunk room and double carport. Colorbond 
shed 6m x l 4m with concrete floor, power plus an older timber shed. Good value here. 

- Macular Degeneration ""' \._·' ... : ·.-· . · 

Railway Street - Ph 5463 2833 

1leritage Pouftrg and Prodiice 
$319,000 Aratula 2 Garagep carport! 1 other 
Calling young families or 'grey nomads' looking for a home base. Lowset well 
maintained brick and tile home on l .79ha with townwater, and in a quiet handy 
location. Living areas are serviced by a new reverse cycle air conditioner, with also a gas 
connection for a heater in the lounge. It also has a modern kitchen (as new stove) and 
refurbished bathroom. Other features include: North facing paved verandah with 
covered barbecue area attached Sm x 3m. 8m x 6m shed with power and concrete 
floor plus workshop area. 8m x 6m equipment shed plus 8m x 4m caravan parking 
alongside. Space for a horse or pony, plus school bus at corner. 

TWO OFFICES ONE TEAM W~ TOGE"T1-IER FOR YOU!ll 
• Great range of poultry and supplies 

• Poultry, horse, pet and all livestock feeds J. 
• Delivery service available • 

• Competitive prices 

Ph 0412 507 748 -- -- -- ·· - ·- - .. ~ - --~ ·-- --

mation forums for farmers and landowners in 
Beaudesert and Aratula to learn more about 
what he described as "Labor's aggressive 
amendments to the vegetation management 
framework". 

"I invited Shadow Agriculture Minister, Deb 
Frecklington and Shadow Natural Resources 
Minister, Andrew Cripps, to come into the elec­
torate to provide my constituents with an un­
derstanding of what this Bill means for them," 
Mr Krause said. 

"Alarmingly, some landholders are telling 
me the restrictions on their properties are sig­
nificantly greater than under the previous 
Bligh Labor Government - such as regrowth 
being reclassified as remnant vegetation - the 
maps are a mess." 

Mrs Frecklington told the meetings that she 
believed the current vegetation management 
framework put in place by the former LNP 
Government in 2013, needed to remain in place 
to provide opportunities for agriculture to grow. 

"Farmers and landowners need certainty to 
be able to plan for the future and while Labor's 
proposed amendments certainly put road­
blocks in front of agriculture, the constant 
chopping and changing is also a serious con­
cern." 

Mr Cripps said the LNP was committed to 
. .. "defending high value agriculture approvals, 
securing regrowth vegetation for freehold 
property owners and maintaining the flexibility 
of self assessable codes". 

"Given that the Palaszczuk Government's 
proposed legislation is retrospective and seeks 
to reinstate the reversal of the onus of proof, 
the LNP will also be fighting hard to prevent -
farmers and landholders being treated like 
criminals." 

Mr Krause summation of the proposed legis­
lation was that ... "the Bill had been introduced 
without any proper consultation, any real com­
pensation, or any common sense". 

BEAUDESERT FRAME & TRUSS 
Pine & Hardwood Roof Trusses 

LongReach Floor Trusses 
Wall Frames 

55412699 II=::. 
171-175 Enterprise Drive North, Beaudesert 

Fax 5541 1482 Email: bftruss@bigpond.net.au 
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PROPOSED NEW TREE CLEARING LAWS 

• The lantana in the foreground and the grassland in the middle ground are shown on the vegetation mapping as an endangered Brigalow scrub ecosystem 
containing semi-evergreen vine thicket species which may include Casuarina cristata and Eucalyptus populnea - a listing that is clearly wrong says Mt 
French landholder, Bruce Wagner who took the Guardian to this property to indicate "just how wrong the maps are". Photo PETER TRUER 

'Maps are clueless' 
, 

Vegetation mapping highly inaccurate says landholder 
by WENDY CREIGHTON 

MT FRENCH landholder, Bruce Wagner, says he is shocked 
at the inaccuracy of the maps that are at the foundation of the 
proposed changes to the vegetation protection legislation. 

''Just one example is this local property- it's mostly grass­
land and lantana with a bit of regrowth," Mr Wagner indicated 
to the Fassifern Guardian as he took them on site. 

"But according to the maps, this property contains signifi-

cant portions of an endangered ecosystem based on Brigalow 
vine thickets with other trees listed that don't even grow 
around here and never have." 

Mr Wagner says he has checked the mapping of a lot of the 
properties in the scrub country. 

"From what I can see, the maps seem to be clueless in the 
scrub country. 

"If the government can't get the mapping right, then the 
legislation is nothing but a very sick joke." 

, 
'H~ye,s & e.o ~ 
.al Hari.-isville ~ 
~ ABN 84 101 116 438 ~ 

"' 

LICENSED AUCTIONEERS SPECIALISING IN LIVESTOCK, 
CLEARING SALES, CLEARING DIP, MERCHANDISE 

MARICD' ••PORTS 
SILVERDALE CATTLE SALE 

MARKET REPORT 
Wednesday 13th April 2016 606 HEAD 
Description (/kg Vendor kg $ 
Medium Cows 229.2 WE Land 505 1157.00 
~m 22~ ~~~ ru1ram 
Cows 228.0 RW & VM Turgeon 655 1493.00 
Meotworks Bulls 263.2 K Brown 490 1290.00 
Posture Ox (Full Mouth) 261.2 Mt Mort Grazing 720 1881.00 
Posture Steers 292.2 PK Ahearn 427 1247.00 
Feeder Steers 298.2 Vasek Fasteners 368 1098.00 
Feeder Heifers 296.2 GW Thomson 427 1263.00 
Posture Heifers 300.0 SD & ME Cohill 365 1095.00 
Yearling Heifers 294.2 SD & ME Cohill 265 780.00 
Veoler Steers 318.2 U Nicholson 203 646.00 
VeolerHeifers 307.2 Siely&Wotson 135 415.00 
Auctioneer's comments: A mixed quality yording of local cattle 

come to hand this week; with all types slightly easier on lost 
weeks' rates. 

Sales: 'Every' Wednesday commencing at 8.30om 
at 5380 Cunningham Highway Silverdale 

Next sales: 20th, 27th April- Curfew 7.00pm Tuesday 
Bookings taken and highly recommended 
Demand for prime, store and bobby calves 

BEAUDESERT CALF SALE 
Monday 18th April 2016 

Heavy calves NC KM Harvey Selling la $760 
Heavy calves NC T Dickson Selling to $740 
Medium calves NC P & G Zimmerman Selling to $720 
Medium calves NC F & M Droke Selling lo $700 
Medium calves NC D & B Willmann Selling lo $700 
Light calves NC KM Harvey Selling lo $600 
Dairy calves NC K, D, T & L Harvey Selling lo $95 
Rearer calves NC P & N Klan Selling lo $105 
Weaner Pigs NC CW & CM Gee Selling to $80 

Commenls: A top quality yording of local calves sold to 
a very firm market on recent soles. 

Sales: 'Fortnightly' on Monday's commencing ol 11 am 
ol Helen Street, Beoudesert 

Next Sales: Monday 2nd, l 6th, 30!h Moy 2016 
Curfew Monday lOam 

Demand for all types of calves, goats, sheep and pigs. 

UPCOMING SA&•S 
BEAUDESERT CALF SALES 
'Fortnightly' on Monday's 

11 am at Helen Street, Beaudesert 
Next sales: 2nd, 16th, 30th May 2016 - Curfew Mon 1 O.OOam 

Demand for a// types of calves, goats, sheep and pigs 

SILVERDALE LIVE-WEIGHT & STORE SALE 
Saturday 30th April & 7th May at 12 noon 

Curfew for Live-weight cattle - 7.00pm Friday 
Curfew for store cattle - l O.OOam Saturday 

Bookings being taken and recommended 

'ANNUAL' SILVERDALE WEANER SALE 
Saturday 21 st May at 12.00 noon 

Bookings being token and recommended 
Curfew for Live-weight cattle - 7pm Friday 

Curfew for store cattle - l Oam Saturday 

CLEARING SALE 
Ace EH Durre 

Sunday 22nd May at 1 O.OOam 
329 Pocket Rood, Numinbah Volley 

Full details on Website/Facebook/Emails 

1ANNUAL1 BOONAH STORE SALE 
Saturday 1 Bth June at 12.00 noon 
Bookings being token and recommended 

Curfew - l Oam Saturday 

UPCOMING SHOW SA&•S 
Ipswich Prime Cattle Thursday l 2th Moy 
Esk Prime Cottle Friday 20th May 
Boonah Prime Cattle Friday 27th May 
RNA - Led Steers Wednesday 3rd August 
RNA - Prime Cattle Friday 5th August 
Beaudesert Prime Cattle Friday 2nd September 
Please contact us if you would lil<e to nominate cattle 

for any of these show sales 

iC M•RCHANOIS• SH•O _-
LEADER PRODUCTS - Special Offers 

Purchase any quantity of NLS Enviro Tags $2.42 incl GST each. 
Purchase any quantity of NLIS Enviro Tags & Matching 

Management Tags for an additional price of $1 .21 incl GST each. 
(Combination price $3.63 incl GST each) 

If you ore a new customer to Leader and purchase 100 NUS Enviro 
tog devices - you will receive a free applicator. 

Purchase 150 NLIS Enviro Tag devices and receive o voucher for 
$200 off a Tru-Tes! Model XRS Stick Reader. 

Purchase 300 NLIS Enviro Tag devices and receive a voucher for 
$500 off a Tru-Tes! Model XRS Stick Reader. 

Contad the office to order your NLIS tags: Cattle, Sheep, Goats 
5380 Cunningham Highway, Silverdale Qld 4307 

PmR HAYES 0418 755 732 Manager/Auctioneer 
CRAIG BELL 0417 434 095 Sales/Auctioneer 
LANDON HAYES 0448 052 187 Sales/Dip 

OFFICE/MERCH 5463 8099 FAX 5463 8070 
• Much of the land depicted in this photograph is shown on the vegetation mapping as containing an endangered Brigalow scrub ecosystem containing admln@hayesandco.com.au Like ~ 
semi-evergreen vine thicket species which may include Casuarina cristata and Eucalyptus populnea. Photo PETER TR.UER www.hayesandco.com.au us on eJI 




