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Re:  Vegetation Management (Reinstatement) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 

 

Dear Mr Chair and Committee Members, 

 

Birds Queensland welcomes the opportunity to comment on this Bill. Our aim is to promote the 

scientific study and conservation of birds with particular reference to the birds of Queensland, 

encompassing the protection of habitat. We represent almost 800 members.  

 

Almost two-thirds (63%) of land in Australia has been modified for human use. Clearing of native 

vegetation continues to occur for many reasons including agriculture, plantation forestry, mining and 

urban development. Land clearing in Queensland is accelerating with the latest data confirming that 

296,000 hectares of bushland was cleared in 2013-14 – three times as much as in 2008-09. 

Clearing in Queensland alone in 2013-14 was more than was cleared in the whole of Australia in 

2008 (216,500 ha). 

 

Land clearing destroys plants and local ecosystems, and removes the food and habitats on which 

native animals rely. In addition, land clearing helps weeds and invasive species to spread, affects 

greenhouse gas emissions and can lead to soil degradation, including erosion and/or salinity, which 

in turn can reduce water quality.  

 

The removal of native vegetation is a major threat to Australia's environment and biodiversity. Many 

species of animal and plant are under threat not only due to land clearing and changes in the 

surrounding environment, but also because of invasive species which spoil their habitat. We 

recognise that clearing native vegetation for appropriate agricultural use can provide economic 

benefits that help meet the needs of a growing population. However the clearing of infertile marginal 
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