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To whom it may concern; 

RE: Proposed Vegetation (Reinstatement) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 

For four long years while my husband has worked away in Fly in Fly out arrangement, I have lived on 

our 21.043 hectare property in Kerry QLD. When purchasing this in 2012, we were officially first 

home owners and we saw this property becoming our 'forever home' . My husband and I shared a 

dream to tidy up and transform the house and surrounding areas into a welcoming and eco friendly 

space. To see this vision come to pass I have worked tirelessly as a Special Education teacher at 

Logan City Special School with my husband mostly absent in order for us to fund our dreams. Over 

the years we have laboured to make this property respectable and functioning. The last step of our 

vision was to open up the surrounding area to reduce isolation and enhance the practicality of the 

land. 

Imagine then, my utter devastation and frustration, when I learned that our property is seemingly 

no longer ours. 

I fully understand the need for future proofing the environment for generations to come. One of the 

reasons that we live in the Scenic Rim is because of the natural beauty of our rural surrounds. In 

fact, both my husband and I grew up on rural properties within the Scenic Rim and we want our 

children to experience that same lifestyle. We are extremely willing to work within the current 

vegetation management legislation to preserve vegetation on our property (Appendix 1). This is 

because it empowers the rights of freehold landowners to make rational and effective choices to 

best manage their land. However, the proposed legislation has left us dumbfounded and distressed 

(Appendix 2). It indicates an absolute disregard for our rights as freehold land owners. Furthermore, 

there has been a total absence of any individual consultation and the lack of thoughtful 

compensation. 

Our Rights as freehold landowners 

It concerns me greatly that this proposed bill covers 100% of our property. Effectively, we are no 

longer landowners. As a young couple productively contributing to the successful workings of our 

community and our state, it is disappointing that our ability to negotiate has been denied. Our 

intention was never to fully clear or destroy the environment. But instead; to selectively clear to 

promote an aesthetic natural environment. At the moment, we live in a house surrounded by 

overrun vegetation that is deemed as high value regrowth (Category C- of concern regional 

ecosystem). This not only poses an extreme high fire hazard but also devalues our property. Surely 
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common sense must prevail! All we are asking for is the opportunity for intelligent discussion and 

logical negotiation around a proposed legislation that at the moment, provides no flexibility. I am 

sure you would agree that 100% equates to NO flexibility. 

Lack of consultation 

Such a significant change to our property vegetation map would surely warrant individual 

consultation. Yet, we did not even receive a pamphlet in the mailbox making us aware of these 

severe implications. Instead, we have been left in shock and distress with little response from the 

government regarding our plight. It is concerning that the claim made by the Deputy Premier stating 

that these changes would be introduced 'through a collaborative process with landholders ... ' (ABC 

Rural; 2015) has clearly not occurred in our circumstance. In fact, we had no ability to plan or consult 

with our local members and vegetation officers as I only stumbled across this information by chance 

after the bill had been introduced in parliament. Freedom of choice is the bedrock of our society. 

Yet, such lack of consultation and consideration has left us feeling totally manipulated, 

disempowered and controlled. Indeed, my family and friends will attest to the mental, physical and 

emotional toll this has had on both myself and my husband. 

Compensation 

Purchasing a first home is a major financial investment. These proposed changes stand to cripple our 

investment. Without adequate compensation we stand to lose significant value on our property and 

as a young working class couple, this news is devastating. As it stands at the moment, if we were to 

sell our property with such tight controls (although tight may not be a strong enough word for 100% 

zoning), there is a real risk that we would lose money and/or not be able to sell at all. How is this 

fair? 

Additionally, the reverse onus of proof clause leaves us frightened and uncertain. The notion that 

any landholder can be persecuted if they pursue any form of clearing with misleading information 

from the department is appalling. Being informed that you are immediately guilty until proven 

innocent seems entirely irrational and primitive. Apparently criminals are treated with greater 

respect than decent hard working landowners. What sort of message is that sending future 

generations who want to pursue a rural lifestyle? 

Conclusion 

I have spoken to many of my young friends and this has left us totally disillusioned with the political 

process. How can it be ok for a developing company to be clearing 339 hectares (see appendix 3) of 

untouched and pristine bushland (ten minutes from our home) while I cannot make considered 

decisions to effectively manage the vegetation on my property (again that is 100% of my property). 

I strongly oppose this bill as it stands and I look forward to seeing common sense prevail. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. Emma Parker 
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Appendix 1 - Current Regulated Vegetation Map 
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Regulated Vegetation Management Map 
Pl•••• not•, th• Go-rnn1•nt h•• propo•~ ch•ng•• to th• C•t•gory C •nd C.t•gory R 

•re•• which •re •hown on the Propost1d Regul•ted Veget•tlon M•n•gen111nt M•P· 
For n1or• ln,ornr•tlon on th••• ch•ng•s, pl•••• r.t.r to th• D•p•rln1•nt•• w•b•lt•. 

Legend 
c::J Loi and Pl•n 

- CateQOry A area (Vegetation offsetSi'c:ompllence nor1Ces!VOec&) 

- Category 8 area (Remnant vege1a11on\ 

Category C area (High-va lue regrowth vegetation) 

CJ CateQOry R area (Reef regro\'o/th watercourae vegetation) 

CJ Category X area (VegetaOon not regula led under the VMA) 

"Nater 

Area not catego11sed 
Cadastrat line 
P1operty boundaries shown are 
provided as a locational atd only 

l0C4UTY DIAGAA.M 

~ 
N 

A 

This product is projected Into: 
C3DA 1994 MC3A Zone 56 

Ol&.cia1mer. 
\M'lHe every care 11. t aken to ensure the accuracy of this product the 
Department of Natural Ruoutces and Mines makes no representaUons 
or warrant.es about rt• •ccur•cy. rellab1lity. c:omplottnHs or ault.abthty 
for any partteular purpose and di&claims all responsibility and an llabUrty 
("1duding without limitation. Uabitlty tn negllgen~) fo1 t:i U '1.11;p.:1 1~1:::.. lv1>~tHt. 

damages (lnciudlr.g Indirect or consequent:La l dama~) and costs which you 
might lncurr as a res.utt of the product belng lnaocurat& or Incomplete In 
any way and for any reason 

Additional mformatfon required for the as.se5sment of Y"e96tat1on values 
i5 provkted In th~ accompanying ~vegetation Managem&nt Supporting map~. 

For further Information g o to the web sle \/Ntw.dm m qld gov.au OJ contact 
the Department of Natural Re&ource& and Mines. 

0 1g!tal d1t1 tor tho regulated vegot1tJon ma,nagemenl map is available from the 
Queensland Spat ial Portal at http:/!www.informatfon.qkt gov au/ 

This map ~ updated on a monttily ba5's to ensure new PMAVs a1e 
lnciud ed as they are approved 

Queensland 
Government 

~ Tlie State of QueenGland (Department of t-fatvral Resources ar\d Mines). 2016 
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Appendix 2 - Proposed Regulated Vegetation Management Map 
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Proposed Regulated Vegetation Management Map 
Pl•••• not•, th• Gov•rnnr•nt h•• propo••d ch•ng•• to th• C•t•gory C •nd 

C•t•gory R •rt1•• which •r• shown on thi• nr•P· For nror• infornr•tion 
on th••• ch•nge•, pl•••• ,.,,,., to th• D•P•rlm•nt .. w•b•it•. 

Legend 
CJ- Loi and Plan 

Category A area (VegetaUon off&ets/compliance notlcesNOecs) 

- Category B area (Remnant vegetation) 

category c area ~ 1-1 1gn .va1ue regrowm vegetation) 

LJ Category R area CReer regrowth watercourse vegetation) 

D C ategory X a ree (VegetaUon not regul•te-d under the VMA) 

c:J Ptoposed category C area 

- Proposed category R area 

water 

A.rea not categorised 
Cadasttal 11ne 
Property bound1mes $hewn are 
provided as a locational aid onty N 

A 

This product is projected Into: 
GOA 1994 MGA Zone 56 

Discla imer. 
Vtk!Ue every care 1$ taken lo ensure the accuracy of this. product the 
Department of Natural Resourc.es and Mines makes no representations 
or warranties about Its accuracy. retiab1hty, completeness or suit1ibil1ty 
for any par1icular purpose and disclaims all responsibility and alt liability 
<lndudino wtthout llmltarton. liability In negllg enc.) for all exD4n&es. losset. 
damages (inch.J<ing Indirect Of consequential damage ) a nd costs which you 
might lncuu as a re&ull of the ptoduct being inaccurate or lnoomptete in 
any way and for any re3Son 

Additiona l in fo rmation req\.ured for the assessment of v•Qelat1on vahJH ii 
provkfed ln the accompanying ·Proposed Vegetation Management Supporting mzr1p· 

For fu1the r infonnat k>n go to the web stte· www dnrm .qld.gov a u or contaiet 
the Oepartment ot Natural Resources and Mine& 

0 1grtal data for the regu lated vegetatton management map 1s ava ilable from the 
Oueen51and Spat"91 Por tal athttp:/lwww.1nformat1on.qldgov.au/ 

Thia m ap Is updat ed on 3 monthly basis to ensure new PMAVs at • 
k\duded a& t~y ate approved 

• Quttnsland 
Government 

i:;;i The State of Oueenstand 10epar1ment of Natural Resources and Mines). 2016 
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Appendix 3 - 339 Hectares of untouched and pristine bushland to be developed in Beaudesert 

Queensland 4285 

Oakland Residential Project at Beaudesert 

Reference: 

Jane Pinder (2015) Beaudesert to double as Scenic Rim council approves new project to 
cope with skyrocketing population Retrieved 181h April 2016 from 
http://www.couriermail.eom.au/lifestyle/home-garden/beaudesert-to-double-as-scenic­
rim-council-approves-new-project-to-cope-with-skyrocketing-population/news­
story/2ed9b43b9fee437499b089645a2e002f 
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